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anny 


This little voheme does not lay claim {o orgin- 
ality. For the most part it is a mero compilation 
from the works of Coluncl Wilks, and Messrs. Mill, 


Thornton and others, 

The only complete Iistory of Mysore now in 
existence is the valuable work of Colonel Wilks, lut 
it is scarec, and its high pvico places it beyond the 
aeach of many, An abridgment accessible to all, 
containing a succinct nwrative of the principal events 
connected with Mysore, was therefore much required, 
especially for the use of schools, and the present 
volume was intendod to serve tho purpose. 

Being the production of one who appears fur tho 
first time in the character of an authoy, and that in 
a forcign langnage, aud whose public duties allow 
him but few leisure honys to devoto to lituraap, pur 
suits, it is necessmily imperfect, but should, ib be fond 
to contain a readable account of tho most fnportant 
transactions connected With the kingdom of Mysore 
tho ond in viow will have been attained. 
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HISTORY OF MYSORE. 


CHAPTER J. ’ 
Description of the country—Origin of the house of 
Mysore~-Cham Raj—Bettud Cham Raj-—Heree Cham 
Raj—Betiud Wadier— Raj Wadier, 


Tu kingdom of Mysore derives its name from the 
capital, ‘The term Mysore is a contraction of the Sans." 
crit word Mahcshasoora or buffalo-headed monster, who 
is said to have been destroyed by Kali, another name 
for Chamoondy in itg vicinity. 

The kingdom is bounded on the north by the dis- 
tricts of Bollary and Darwar, on the south by a part of 
Coimbatore and Malabar, east by the districts of Chit- 
toor, Salem and portions of Coimbatore, west by Coorg 
and the chain of mountains which separate Mysoro from 
Canara and Malabar. 

Tt is a tablo-land situated above the’ghats, and is 
about 3000 fect above the level of the sca, Its extreme 
longth is about 250 and its breadth 140.miles, compris- 
ing on avea of about 35,000 square miles, 

Tho population is estinated at 3,845,000 souls, 

The country is divided into threo divisions, viz., 
Ashtagram, Nundidvoog, and Nugur, whigh aro again 
sub-divided into eight districis, and the capital, vin, 
Mysore is situated in the Asltagram Division, while 
the town of Bangalore is attached to Nundidroog. 

The territory is watered by a number of rivers, of 

wiiiok the principal ar the Cavery, ‘Toonga, Bhadra, 
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Tlemavithy and Cubbany, and the rest, such os the 
Hockapawany, Shomshah, aud Budey, are minor slicanin, 
The Cavery, which ranks the first in magnitude and is 
swelled by several iributarics, has its source in the hills 
of Coorg, and after a winding course of 400 miles, falls 
into the sca north of the island of Ceylon. Nono of the 
rivers are navigable. 

Where ave also several hills, some detached and 
othors in ranges, such as Shivagunga, Nundidroog, Baba. 
booden, and Belligerry Rungum, ‘Cho highost is Babo- 
booden Giri, being about 5800 fect above the lovel of 
the sea. i 

‘The climate is in goncral salubrious, soil vich and 
well cultivated, and the population ithustrions ad poace« 
fal; nature aiding their labour by periodical raina. 

There are also valuahlo forest tracts, which yiold 
sandalwood, teak, poon, blackwood, and other daserip. 
tiona of timlyor as well as aromatic gums; and aford 
shellor to the tiger, checta, clephants, and bison, Tho 
cultivation of coffee is making rapid strides in tho forests 
bordering on the western ghats, 

Tho agriculture of the country srpplics the popule- 
tion with the chief articles of food, and its looms clothe 
the poor and middling classes, 

Somo proficioncy has bacn attained by the artizany 
of Mysore in sandalwood, and ivory carving. 

‘Lho present revenue of cho torvitories is about a, 
crore of rupees per annum. 

The country abounds with Tlindoo pagodas and 
chutters, which have all boon endowed by tho munifi- 
cence of the former rulers, and ihore avo also works of 


invigation of considerable magnitude. 


’ 
a nf 


OHALTER I, 3 


"the origin of the house of Mysore princes adknow- 
lodged by goneral tradition is romantic. ‘we young 
brothers by names Vijinh and Krisina, desconded from 
tho snered race of Vadava, that gave birth to tho ecle- 
brated Ilindoo deity Krisina, emigrated to the south 
from tho declining stato of Vijiah Nagur, which thon 
held a veal, or nominal sway over the preater portion of 
southern India. hoy alighted on their way on the border 
of a dank near the fort of Tadona, a tow miles from tho 
present Lown of Mysore, and heart the females that had 
come there for watcr bowailing the fato of a maiden of 
their tribe, who was to be married toa man of lower 
este, On. onquiry, the trevollers found that the victim 
was the only danghter of the wadicr, or lord of thirty 
threo villages, who was Iabouving under mental dorange- 
ment ; that tho neighbouring chief of Caroogully, taking 
advantage of tho helpless condition of the fumily, had 
proposed the alteruative of giving him ther daughtor in 
marriage, with [adona for her dowry, or immediate 
war, and {hat tho former altornative had béen reluctantly 
acceded to, ‘Ihe brothers offered thoi assistance in exlri« 
cating the family fro ils difficulties, and the offer was 
duly communicated mid accepted, ‘Lhe propurations for 
the marriage wore wloweds to go on uninterrupted, aid 
whon on tho day fixed for tho ceremony, the chiefs of 
of Caroogully had assembled at a banquet in ono aparl~ 
mont, with their attendants in another, the two brothers 
with tho mon of Iladona, who ley conecaled, sprung 
upon tho guests, slew thom, marched immediately to 
Caroogully, and taking the place by suxprize, returned in 
tsiumph to Hadona. ‘ho grateful damyol became the 
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willing lnido of the victorions Vijich, who clunged his 
religion of Vishnava into that of a Lingnyet or Shiwah, 
possessed himself of the two principalities of Hadona 
and Cavoogully and fyunded the dynasty of the Mysoro 
yajehs. 

It is unneeessary to penolrale deeper inte the ob- 
sewre revions of tradition, to truce the origin of these 
principalities ata time when every village almost wag 
the seal of a Government, and cyery bold aspirant a 
chief, the cxtent of whose dominions varied avcording (0 
the amount of his personal daring, 

Such was the limit of their possessions, and such 
thoir conditions, that one of the Mysore chicfs had al a 
later period to solicit the pormission of twa other chicks 
to travel a distance of 9 miles from his enpilal,whilo his 
retinue of 800 mon excited their envy ; a second found 
n single clephaut 10 be too expensive an appendage of 
yoyalty; and’a third felt, himself insulted ab secing a 
uvighbouring chicf go to the vicoroy’s court attended hy 
the rade musié of the times. 

Manuseripls do not agree with regard to the date of 
Vijinh’S advent, wd the nunbor of generations that in- 
tervened between him and Chamraj, swnamed from a 
peculiarity in bis person, “Arboral,” or six figeved, 
whose succession is fixed in [507, 

A descendant of Chamraj hy name Bottid Chama, 
divided his dominions amongst ‘his three sons, Lo Appa 
Tinivaj he gave Wemmanshully, to Keistnaraj ho pave 
Kembalah, and Lo Chamraj surnamed the du/d he gave 
Mysore or Pooragherry as it was thon called. ‘These aye 
the principal branches of the family which have Camish. ; 
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od wives to the reigning rajahs, and successors the 
Government when the direet line has been extinct, 

Tho precise date of this partition is unknown, but 
it is probable that the ovent led tg the removal of the 
permanent residence of the Iasi branch of the family to 
Poorageray, where cither an old fort that already exist- 
od was repaired, or a new one constructed in 1624, and 
the name of the place changed to Mahoshasoor, usually 
pronounced Mahoshoor and sinco contracted to Mysore, 
The fort is overlooked by a hill whichis graced by a 
well built pagoda dedicated to Chamoondy, the tutclary 
deity of the family of the Mysore rajahs, to commemo- 
rate hor victory over the buflalo-hcaded monster, 

‘Timmaraj,who reecived Iemmanahully for his share, 
was tho person who applicd for and obtained penaission 
fiom two wadiers 10 go to Nunjungodo, a distance of 9 
miles to pay his devotions; the splendour of his equipage 
and tho number of his retinue having led “to a quarrel 
between himself and the chiofs assembled, he vanquished 
his rivals, and shortly afterwards levied a*military con. 
tribution from the chicf of Oommattoor, his principal 
apponent. ie 

Neree Chamraj, Nothing worthy of notice oceurs 
‘until 1571, when Ieree Clhaairaj suececded to the Go- 
yvornmont of Mysore, ‘he tottering condition of the 
Covernnent of Vijia-nngyr about this ime, commencod 
to opon arficld for tho ambition of the Mysore chiefs, 
and to enable thom to assume gradually a more respect- 
able rank. Ilerce Chamraj accordingly evaded the 
payment of his tribule to the vicoroy of Vijia-nuguy, 
who resided at Scringapatam, and obtained permission 
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to amet works ostensibly for the purposo of keeping 
away hogs from destroying craps, but no soonor were 
the works orected than he converted them into burrics 
against the royal collectors of tribute, ‘Lheso measures 
yondored him obnoxious to the Conrt, and led to an at. 
tompt to scize his person at the pagoda ab Scringapatam 
while pa forming his devotions, but tho attempt failed, 
and Llores Chamraj emboldened by suceesslul resist. 
ance, continued to with-hold all payment of tribute with 
impunity. 

Tleroe Chamraj died in 1576 aftor a wign of 5 
years, and was succecded by Bettud Wadicr, his cousin, 
of the elder branch of {Temmonahully. 

Betiud Wadier. This person was wild aud heave, 
but thoughtless and improvident, and tho consequence ' 
was that in tho short space of two years he had 
thrown the finances into such disorder, that the olderg | 
of the family’ thought it necossary to depose him and 
instal his youngor brother Raj Wadior. An ompty l 
troasur'y aide balance of arrears of tribute duc to the 
viceroy, amounting to 5,000 cantoroy pagodas, induced ' 
Raj Wadior to doclino tho appointmont, tnt his way ‘ 
was smoothed by a contribution of 8,000 pagodas from 
the private purse of the fomglo momburs of tho Lunily, 
and of 2,000 pagodas by the cllers, 

Bottud Wadier was informed on approaching tho 
hall of audichee, of his unavoidable superscasion, and 
offered tho option of beipg a represoniative ab dro Court 
of tho viceroy at Seringapatam, or indepondout retixe. 
ment, TI will reside at noithor ” ho said, and left the 
place in anger, but ho was soon reconciled 410 his condi- 
tion and lived poaccably at Mysore, 
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‘The chicf of Caroogully whom the manuscript? now 
describe as a relation of the family, appearod suddenly 
before the capital with the view of taking it by surprise, 
Bett Wadier was walking aboyt carelessly when 
fonale observed to him ‘Ts this the time for the blood 
of a Wadicr to ba inactive”? Fired by this remark 
Bettud Wadier seized a battle axe, cut through the bolt 
of tho fort gato, sallied forth with his troops, drove the 
assailants and gainod a complete victory. Caroogully 
itself was taken in ret, and plundered, and its chief 
put to death. vom this time the gallant and gencrous 
Bettud Wadier is found leading his brothcr’s troops, 
and achioving a number of petty conquests, 

One incident indicative of tha mauners of the times 
occurred shortly before this period, which afforded Raj 
Woadicr an opportunity of subduing the chief of Ken- 
bala, ‘Tho former was procecding in state to the court 
of tho viceroy attended by his retinue, with* music play~ 
ing bofore him, and met the latter imitating his cxample. 
Raj Wadicr felt his kingly pride woundeds and ordered 
his own music 40 conse, and appearotl,before the viccroy 
without it, Being asked the canso on his arrival, ho 
replied “music is no distinction if my infoviors aro also 
allowed it,” ’ 

Tho chiof of Kembala took fire at this insinuation, 
“Tiot us moot said Raj Wadior and determine the 
superionity, and with il théxight to music, "Tho viceroy 
made an attempt to appease thg angry chicls, but to no 
purpose, ‘Raj Wadier marched tho vory noxt day to 
Kombala, defonted the wadior,and took the place by . 
agsault, 
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Wot content with encroachments on the possession 
of his weak neighbours, Raj Wadier tmned his arms 
occasionally against the viecroy himself, but the grow. 
ing power of the trilylary, and the declining tufluence 
of the snprome authority, combined nob only to secure 
impunity for his acts, but to his restoration to {avonr 
immediately after, 

The town of Kesray, dependont on Mysore, was 
besieged by the troops of the,vicoroy, and Raj Wadior 
attacked and defeated them, and presonted the viceroy 
himself with an clephant obtained as plunder, arguing, 
as it is snid, that 30 soldicrs could be maintnined for 
the sum that the animal would cost for its feeding, and 
that it was consequently too oxponsive, UTo was however 
received into favour in the yoar following, and not only 
refused to pay the ivibuto, but sucecoded in exacting a 
compensation for damages in tho shape of an additional 
grant of land, , 

The power and influence of Raj Wadier at the Court 
of Sovingapatfim excited the strongest apprehensions in 
the minds of tho ministor at Seringapatam, and led to a 
succession of conspiracies and intrigues, both against 
his person and his Government. An officor from tho 
Court ostonsibly charged with a scerct and confidential 
mossago from the viceroy, but really beating a commis 
sion for tho rajah’s destruction, prococdod with a select 
retin. Tho unsuspocting “chief ordered *his own 
guards to withdraw and gdmitéed the mossonger to his 
person, but a more watchful and no less faithful atton- 
dont hid himsolf behind one of the pillars of the hall of 
audicnee, and when he saw the offiecr drawing out his 
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dagger, inflicted on the assassin the fate intended fer his 
master, 

Seeds of dissension were then sown between the two 
brothers, and Bettud Wadier having quarrelled, obtain. 
cd assistance from Scringapatam to regain his patrimony. 
When returning carelessly from one of ns expeditions 
ho fell into an ambuseade, and was conducted a prisoncr 
to his brother, who, however, recoived him kindly, Raj 
Wadior rosc to embrace his brother, and Bottud Wadier 
mistaking his intention exerted his well known athletic 
foree and dashed his, brother to the ground. The only 
punishment inflicted for the offence was a temporary 
confinement to his house. A relation of the family by 
name Koomara Nurs*Raj, one of those to whom court 
favour is everything and the rules of morality or tics of 
relationship nothing, hired a ruffian to put out the cyes 
of Betiud Wadicr. But before this act of cruelty was 
consummated, the nows of the design reaclted the cars 
of Raj Wadicr just as he had mounted his stced on an 
expodition, [Io returned immediately, ordqed the trai- 
tor Nurs Raj to be brought with one of his brothers, 
and bid him do to his brother what he intended for 
Bettud Wadier, Koomara Nurs Raj remonstrated, and 
‘nuked what his brother had done to merit such a fate. 
“Wratch” said Raj Wadier “what crimo has my bro- 
ther committed that you should employ a ruffian to 
blind him?” Pho nature "of the punishmeht inflicted 
on Nurs Raj is not known, but Bettud Wadicr was re- 
leased with the present of a bag of gold. IIe thenec- 
forth forsook the bustle and danger of the court, and led 
a votived life at Rungasamoodrum, where he ended 
: B 
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his days, enjoying the good offices of his brother up to 
the last, 

In 1610 Raj Wadier peaccably oceupicd the island 
of Scringapatam, a city so named from tho pagoda of 
Btree Runga Nathaswamy, situated in it; Liroomal Raj, 
tho viceroy of Vijianugur who held it, quictly retiring 
to Tuleaud, there to end his days. ‘Tho reasons as- 
signed for this event are neither intelligible, nor pro« 
bable, but the result is certain, and forms an important 
cpoch in tho annals of Mysorc, Seringapatam thenec- 
forth became the seat of Government, and there aro 
also grounds for supposing that the religion of the My. 
sore princes was changed about this time from that of 
Shiva to that of Vishnu, the persiasion of the former 
court. Many, however, of the subsequent rajahs aro 
said to have secretly professed theiv ancient religion, 

There is nothing worthy of notico in the numer- 
ous wars of Raj Wadier, both before and after tho ac- 
quisition of Seringapatam. A list of the conquests will 
be subjoinedrat the close of tho reign, which will show 
their number, names, date, and the manner of their ac- 
quisition, 

Raj Wadior was yomarkable for his rigorous treat. 
ment of his subordinate wajlicrs, whom ho kopt in con- 
finoment on a scanty allowanco at the scat of Govern- 
ment, while he assumed the direct managemont of their 
country hifaself, Ile was ‘however indulgent to tho 
Tyots, 

The date of Raj Wadior’s death is unknown. IIc 
had six sons all of whom diced before him, Ono of 
these named Nursraj left a male issue by name Cham- 
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raj, who sueccedod his grand father, The younger 
wife of Raj Waiticr had advanced for months in preg- 
nancy at the time of her hushand’s death, aud gsuva 
birth toa male child by name Jyymady Raj, to whom 
the succession yovortagl on Chamraj’s death, 

# Tho conquests of Raj wadicr were the following. 


Uoky Mebbaul, from Nursing Naik of Nuvsipoo,,., 1584 
Runga Somoodur with 12 villages, from ‘Lima 
Rajor Tirmul Raj... ihe wees LGB 
Kombaln, from ils chiof 1. ae we ae 1500 
Nunuully, ae aes ene See vee =1BOB 
Coroogully, vee ese ve i vee 1695 
Avrakorray, slated, to have bheon the, Jahagecr of 
Jug Deo. wien tes ine ve vee 1600 
+ Socillay and Bunnoor, from Nemjoraj of Luleand ... 1606 
Cunumbody, from Dudia Prabhoo aie vee 1606 
Soringapotam and ils dopendencios on oe =1610° 
Soroor a dopondoncy of Poriapatam, from a Yolation 
of the Wadier of Coorg, 
Sirgoor, from Streckunt Wadier of oa 1610 
Turcanamby, t dopondeney of Soringapatam, which 
had beou dissovered from it under ‘Tirmul Raj 
_ by Nunjeraj Wadicr. " 
Oommactoor, from tho AMO Porson ay we 1610 
Ram Summoodur and Wadena, from Chunder Naik, 
brothor of Nunjoraj ... tee on oe 1614 
Uevoghully, from Nunjevaj and Stecokunt Wadiox, 1614 





* Norn.—In this and othor lists of conquests the nmmea of plucos 
known have been spelt aa nt present, whilo those that cannot ho made 
out have been allowed to remain ns given in Coloncl Wilks’ work, and 
an netorisk prefixed for the sake of distinction. Wherever the dale of 
conquest is nob inserted in the original it hag also heen omitted in the 

| copy. 
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Tharadanahully, from Nunjevaj Wadier. ... oe 1614 
Moogoor; from Baswana Raj Wadior ve 1616 
Kickdry, from Jug Deo Raj,a descendant of the 
colobrated Jug Doo... on one ee 1695 
Tfosahotul, from {ho samo. eo vee LOLS 
Manuttoor, depending on Periapatem. ... we 1617 





CHAPTER II. 


Cham Raj—Immadee Raj+—Canterave Nurs Raj, 


Chameaj. Chamyvaj was instaHed in 1617 at the 
age of 16, and reigned 20 years, during which the do- 
minions of Mysore were considerably oularged, hut 
there is nothing connected with the petty wars that 
were waged, 4he character of the persons engaged, or 
the object of contention deserving of a placc in his- 
tory. One ingident however might be recorded which 
marks the simplicity of the manners of the pcoplo, 

During the attack on Heggndadavencottah by the 
Mysore army in 1624, a vakecl was doputed to nego- 
tiate on the part of the besieged, “ My Master” 
said this acute diplomatist to the enemy, “is absent 
with tho troops. The Rance is in labour and exceed- 
ingly alarmed at your approach. Wo havo, only 56 
soldicrs in the place, and the late vains have made two 
livge breaches in the rampart, one on the southem, 
and the other on the castern faco, To como al such o 

” time is very improper and ungenerous,” ‘Tho candour 
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was not duly appreciated by tho assailants, The place 
was captured and considerable booty obtained, 

This prince followed the oxample of his grandfather 
inhis weatmont of the subordinate wadicrs and the 
ryots, To dicd in 1637, 


Phe conquests made in the reign of Chamraj 

were :— AD. 

*Shergoor, from Jug Doo Row... ° oy 1621 

Muddoor, from Veetana, 

Tulcand, from Soam Raj Wadier. 

Aveotar (or Chamraj Nugar) from Balages Naik, 1628 

Sindigut, the capital of Jug Deo Row... we 1624 

Bookonkorray, belonging 10 tho samo. 

Sattiagnl, then tho” capital of Kurachooree Nunjo. 

raj of Mombady. 

Tonganoor, from the Prabhoo of Yellandoor = ..,,_—-:1626 

Cuttamal Wadély, from Chen Raj Wadier, 

* Teddoox, from Dewar Prabhoo, a 

Chonnapatam, Caunkanhully and Nagamungalum, 

from a descendant of tho celebrated Jpg Deo, 
tho fivat boing taken aftor a long siego... vee 1630 

Belloor, from Poram Rawala, 

Chonroypatam, after a vory long siego. 

Ynmnadee Ra. This prince’s roign requires but fow 
words, lo asconded the Mnswnd in 3637 when he was 
20 yoars old, and vacatod it only a yeny and a half 
afterwards, having beon removed hy poison by Veora- 
ma Raj, tho dulyoy or primo minister, whoso office 
was horeditary in tho Cullola ffmily. This event which 
is significantly omitted in the annals of the dulvoy 
family, affords zoom to conjecturo that the predecessor 


! 
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of this ill-fated prince was a tool in the hands of his 
minister, and that Immadeo or two fold rajah, not 
appearing quite so tractable a pupil camo to an untime. 
ly ond, A 

Canteraya Nus Raj, Tho succession new reverted 
to the elder branch of the family, from which it had 
been wrested, and Canterava Nurs Raj, the son of tho 
brave and generous Bettud Wadier was selected to fill 
the vacant offiec. The new rajal inherited the martial 
spirit of his father with more than his bodily strength, 
and without his cxtravaganco and incapacity for finan. 
cial management, While still living in obsewity, a 
report was conveyed to him by a brahmin traveller of 
the matchless skill of a wrestler &t the court of Tri. 
chinopoly,, who had yet known no defont, and had pro- 
claimed a general challenge. Guided by this brahmin 
Cantcrava proceeded to Trichinopoly in disguise, on- 
tored the lists with the chanrpion, slew him with tho 
broad sword, and declining the offer of service retuned 
to his humble dwelling. 

Such was the chavacter of the personage solecied 
to play the part of a king. Te was lodged in an outer 
apartment in the palaco at Mysore, and provided with 
a fow attondanis, but neither was ho duly installed, 
nor did tho minister so much af condescend Lo pay him 
the customary respects when going on a tour through 
the district, ° Being informed” that tho prince betrayed 
symptoms of dissatisfaction, and that he was likely to 
make an effort to regain his independence “ Let him 
take cave” said the haughty king-maker, “ and remom- 
ber that I have not installed hin.” 
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Ganterava, Nuvsraj} was not however disposed to 
wait for tle pleasure of his minister, Two of his at- 
tendants unfolded 1o him the secret history of his prede- 
cessor’s death, and offered their soyvices in despatching 
the murderer, The offer was accepted, and a plot con- 
trived in accordance with which he was assassinated the 
very night after his ret) in the court-yard of his 
house, and the vogicide thus met his roward in the short 
space of one year and a half after his hands had been 
sullied by the blood of his sovereign. Cantcrava Nurs- 
ya} was installed the following day, and commenced his 
rule with unshaekled hands, 


Tn tho first yoar of his reign the fort of Scringapa- 
tam was besieged by the forces of the Mahomedan king 
of Vijlapoor, under the command of a gencral of 1¢pu- 
tation named Rend Dhoolleh Khan, but after a breach 
was made in tho walls of the fort, the assailants wore 
ropulsed with great slaughter and took to fight, leaving 
considerable booty in the hands of Canteraya Nursyaj. 

Aftor achieving a number of conquests which tend- 
ed greatly to augment his resources and power, and to 
expand his dominions, Cantorava Nursraj rotwned to 
Seringapatam in 1654, and tuned his atleution to inter- 
nal administration and thé condition of his subjects. 

The goudahs or head men of villages, and fumers 
of rovonye, being infocted with o spirit ofinsubordina- 
tion, he levied sovere contributions from them, leaving 
them only just cnough to livo*upon and till their lands. 
To compensate for this act of spoliation he made muni- 
ficent grants to the principal temples in his dominions, 
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in addition to the present of a crown of valuable jewels 
to the image at Soringapatam, 

This prince repaired the fort of Seringapatam, aad 
completely equipped, and yrevisioned it, THe was the 
first ruler of Mysoic, that established a mint, aud the 
Canteroy pagodas and fanams which are still cwrent are 
of his coinage. 

The court likewise owes to him the inauguration of 
the state ceremonies conneeted with the Dassera which 
are observed to this day. 

Conterava Nursyaj dicd without issue. 


The conquests pf his reign were tho following -— 
*Jambolly, and sevoral other places doponding 
on Gootteo Mocdclareo of Caveripooramn bolow A.D, 
tho ghats ae vee as noe ae 1641 
Thumpapoor, from Narasinga Naik we ve UGdd 
Bottudpoor, from Nunjund Raj Wadior of Coorg, 
Poriapatafi, from tho game, wifose son Vecra Raj 
fell in the defence of tho place. 
Cudh, Culleor and Mia Summoodor, from Bhiernp- 
pa Naik... ane tee on oe 1646 
Arkulgood, deponding on Butta aie 4 1647 
Coongull fron Kompay Goudah of Magady, 0 
descendant of Veeray Goudah, a, farmer who had 
founded 2 principality around Bangalore. 
Rettingorry, from Hilebal Row. 
Veernbuddradvoog, Kingori Gotta, Ponagara, and 
Darampoory, depending on Vijeapoor, a stato 
whose army had buffourteen years hofore he. 


sioged the capital aa tee 1652 
Dankani Coltah, from Eitebal Row with & jaca 
‘booty, 
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Denaikana Collah, Sattimungal, and other placess 
from Voncatadry Naik, brother of the rajah of 
Madura, with immonso booty, and likewise many 
talooks from Veorapa Naik of Madura himsolf... 1653 
Oossoor, from Chondor Senker with valuable booty. 1654 
Tho army of Kompay Goudah of Magady ongaged 
al Yelavanca, completely vanquished, tho fugi- 
tives pursued, and contribution levied. 


CHAPTER III. 


Dodda Deo Raj—Chicka Deo Raj—and the Deaf 
and Dumb King his son, 


Dodda Deo Raj the son of Mooppena Deo Raj and 
the grandsoa of Chamraj the Bald, was chosen by tho - 
quocn dowager and tho genoral of the forces as the sua- 
cessor of Canterava Nutsraj in preferende to three of 
his elder brothers, and their descendants, ‘This person 
was 82 years old when he assumed the reins of govern- 
mont, 

IIo had enjoyed his new dignity buta very few 
months, when his terrilorics were invaded by Shevup- 
pah Naik of Bednoro, the desecndant of an opulent 
farmor who had founded a dynasty, Streo Rung Rayel, 
tho last of the viceroys of Vijia Nugur, had, afler a 
sorics of misfortunes and “losses, taken reftige with this 
chief, and the oxpedition was,plauned under his name 
and personal authority, Tho Naik’s army however met 
with a fate litle better than that of Ren Doollah Khan 

c 
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in the-preceding reign, it having raised the siege, and 
retreated in shamo. ‘The Bednore historians, jealous 
of national honor, ascribe Deo TRaj’s success as mich 
to his gold as to his-stecl, but by whatever meane it 
might have been achieved, the Mysorvans now carried 
their conquests to the west in th& direction of the Naik’s 
territorics, and obtained forced grants of conquered 
territorics from tho royal pageant of Vijia Nuguy, of 
whout nothing more was ever hoard aficrwards, 

Another chieftain by name Chokuppa Naik of Ma. 
dura, who like the Bednore chicf owed lis power to 
the ruin of the house of Vijia Nugur, meditated the 
conquest of Mysore, and attacked sho eapital, but the 
good fortune of Deo Raj prevailed, and he was not only 
enabled to levy contributions on ‘lrichinopoly and other 
places in the Naik’s territory, Uut to keap Davapoor, 
and Hrodo a8 | fixed conquests. 

Dodda Veo Raj did not conduct his wars personally, 
but attended to tho civil administration carefully, IIe | 
was celebrated for his excessive devotion, his munifl. j 
cence towards the brahmins, and the reduction he made 
in the assossment of lands belonging to pagodas, A 
colossal figure of the Buswah or the holy ball, which 
looks down from the Chamondy hill, aud supposed to 
be the largest and most skilfully exceuted of ils kind 
in southern India, is a standing memorial of his roli. ' 
gious zcal, i 

Ile died in 1672 at Ghicka Naikenhully while on a | 
tour through his country. } 
he territorial acquisilions of Dodda Deo Ra} were | 
the following :— ; : 
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Choyloor and Biddery, from tho poligar of Toom-, A. D. 
koor, ... tte cas sea te ve 162 
Sumpaga, from the rajah of Bodnore, 
Chicka Naikenhully, from the state of Golconda. 
Hasson, including Sacraputina, and other disty icts, 
from Streo Runga Roycl. 
Saruckvelly, depending on TTomavully. 
olay Nursipoor, from the Wadior of that place. 
Lode, from the Naik of Madura. 
Darapoor, from the Fano, 
Moolioordroog and Coonghull, from Kempay Gou- 
dah of Magady. 
Woumeloor, from Ganto Moodcliar. 


*% 





Chicka Beo Raj. Chicka Deo Raj, the nephew of the 
late king, who, with Ins fathor, had on the last occasion 
been passed over, succceded to the Covernnent in 1672 
at the mature age of 45, and a Jain named Vishalacksha 
Pundit, commonly known as the Yellundoor puniit, 
and reputed to be a man of considerable learning, be- 
came the prime minister, Ifis appointmont was the 
fruit of his attachment to the prince during his resi- 
denco at Yellundoor, and his subsequent confinement 
at the obsoure village of ‘Uungalun in Goondul, and 
the reward of the pundit’s knowledgo of astrology, 
which onabled lrim.to foyetell Chicka Dgp’s elevation 
to the throne, and his personal excitions in bringing 
about the realization of the prophecy, The exalted posi- 
tion to which tho fortune-teller was raised, created mur- 
murs at first, but the determined character of the rajah « 
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and tke vigour of the minister, suppressed all open 
symptoms of discontent, 

One of the carliest moasures of this reign was the 
establishment of a regular Post throughout the Mysore 
territories, not so much for the conveyance of mails, 
as for reporting the ocewrences throughout the domi- 
nions. The postal authoritics were thus constituted 
confidential agents of police, and tho inforior servants 
spies, and the whole establishment became a formid. 
able cugine of despotism, ‘ 

The first fourteen years wore occupicd in financial 
measures, interior reforms, and minor conquests, The 
financial arrangement consisted in the imposition of 20 
different descriptions of taxes which embraced within 
thoir scope, all trades, professions, and castes, as well as 
domestic occurrences, ‘lo provent any strong opposi- 
tion, the military class was wiscly exempted from tho 
impost, but tlie measures adopted did not fail 10 rondox 
the Jain pundit unpopular, and he was thercfore at. 
tacked and mortally wounded on his way from the 
palace to his dwelling houso, The suspicion of his ay 
sassination fell on the Shovachar class who theneeforth 
became tho objects of the princo’s aversion. ‘Tho dying 
minister, with great impartiality aud disinteresteduess, 
recommended to his sovercign, who honoured his bed- 
side with a visit, 2 Stree Vishnave Dbrahmin, by nane 
Toeroomaliengar, as the fittest person to succeed him, 

“and he was accordingly appoinicd. By this minister's 
advice the rajah made an open profession of his reli- 
- gion, the conversion being perhaps rather the rosult of 


. . 
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his hatred of the Shevachayr sect, than his attachment 
to the new faith, 

In the year 1687, Beeojee, Rajah of Tanjore, into 
whose possession Bangalore had fallen, opened a nego- 
tiation to soll the place for 3 lacs of rupees to Chicka 
Deo Raj, but it was protracted so long, and the bargain 
was tmprudently mado so notorious, that Cassim Khan, 
an officor of the great Aurnngzcbe, and Tirjce Ttajah, 
the Mahratia chief of Ginjec, started cach separately 
to scize the dofcnccless placo, and the former having 
gained the prize sold it to Chicka Deo Raj for the sum 
the real owner had fixed, 

An intimacy thus sprung up between Chicka Deo 
Raj and Cassim Khan which proved highly advantage. 
ous to the former, It is known that il was in the 
direct contemplation of the Mogul ompcror Alun- 
geer to seize Mysoro, but the ‘influence of that officer 
at gourl scems to have fot only averted the doom, but 
to hayo introduced Chicka Deo Raj to the good graces 
of the emperor. ® 

Fortunately for Chike Deo Raj the invasion of 
the Deckan by the Mogul arms in the carly part of hig 
reign, afforded sufliciont employment 10 the Mahrattas, 
and tho neighbouring chécfs of Golconda and Vijia- 
poor, to observe the cneroachments of Chicka Deo Raj, 
and ho was thus enabled to carry on his conquests 
unmolestdd. As early as the years 1076 ‘ind 1677, he 
undextook the conquest of thp territories of the Ilindu 
chiof of Mudgerry, and previously to the arvival of 
Cassim Khan in 1687, he had seized most of the prin. 
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cipal places that formed a connecting Tink between lis 
former fronticr and this more northern acgnisition, 
Emboldened by the good understanding established with 
the Mogul emperor, Ghicka Deo Raj wrested in the very 
next year, Lloscottah from the connection of the Mah- 
vattas, and in that and the following year eatenided 
his conquosts to the eastward below the ghats, over a 
considerable portion of the Baramahal, and of Salem as 
fay south as Perumitti on the Cavery. In 1690 he 
tuned his arms to the opposite direction, and in tho 
four following years yeached the verge of the western 
hills of Beduore, and concluded an advantageous peace 
with that power in 1694. 

‘After a rest of some years he directed his atlention 
to the south-cast, and planned the conquest of the pos- 
geasions of the naik of Madura, and commenced with the 
sioge of ‘yichinopoly. ‘During the employment of the 
Mysore army at this place, a®Mahratta force suddon- 
ly appeared. before Scringapatam under the command 
of Jug Deo Glmatkee and Nimbagee Ghaatkec. An cx. 
press was despatched to the Dulvoy Koomariah who was 
pesieging ‘Lrichinopoly, desiving lim lo return for tho 
protection ofthe capital; but he had taken a vow not to 
appear in his sovereign’s presonce before ho had captured 

he town. Ile therefore deputed his son Davieh, who 
whaved worthy of his father, Te adopted a peculiar 
node of warfare, Tn a night march, a mimber of 
mon with torches with an equal number of eattlo with 
flambeaux attached to their horns, were dvivon through. 
_ the phalanx of the enemy, and while it was defending 


CHAPTOR Lt. 23 
itself against this irrational host, the Mysore men at- 
tacked in the rear, killed the chiefs, took the whole af 
their ordnance and baggage, and put to flight the ren- 
naut of the army. ‘Tho rajah regeived his general in 
open durbar in the bloody clothes, and rewarded him 
munificently, 

In 1689 Cassim Khan, the friend of Chicka Doo 
Raj at the imperial court, dicd, Whether to renew 
his interest at court or to gratify his vanity Chicka 
Deo Raj sent an ombassy in 1609 with presents to the 
emperor, and received in retin in 1700 a signet, on 
which was cugraved the honorary title of Jug Deo Raj, 
ov the king of the world. Among other ccremonics 
permission was also Obtained to sit on an ivory throne, 
which, after a strange vicissitude of fortune, is used up 
to this day by his desecndants. The presents with thoir 
beavers, were received in due stato, carried in solemn 
proceasion through tho town, exhibited at tho foot of the 
jmage of Stroo Rungah, and adopted afterwards. Soon 
after this Chicka Deo Raj established cigltecn cutcher. 
ics, or departments for the transaction of public busi- 
ness, in imitation probably of the imperial court, a 
description of which was conycyed to him by his am. 
bassacdors, ® . 

Lo the title of Jug Deo Raj, indicative of sovercign 
power, conforred upon him by tho emperor, Chicka Deo 
Raj had aflother bestowed upon him by popular yoica, in. 
dicative of superior wealth, Hoywas styled “ Nowa Koty 
Narrain” or the lord of 90 millions, Such wero the 
rigid rules of economy ho had laid down, and such the » 
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regulavity and precision with which his revonucs were 
collected, thal not a morning passed on which after 
his usual ablutions, and marking his forchead with the 
insignia of Vishnu, he did not add toa chest, of which 
he kept the key himself, two bags (thousands) of pa« 
godas, Ifthe moncy was not forthcoming ho did not 
break his fast until it did. IIo had a territory yiclding 
canteroy pagodas 1,328,671, asum remarkable for its 
near coincidence with tho value of the territory assign. 
ed to the revived state of Mysore nearly a century after, 
Glorious as the cavecr, and brilliant as the repute. 

tion of Chicka Deo Raj was, an incident oceurved in hig 
reign which has left a lasting stain on his memory, It 
was Chicka Deo’s policy to remove all refractory wadiors 
from the seats of their powcr, and retain them in at. 
tendance at court, assigning posts of honor to them. 
The removal of these chieftains curtailed the power and 
gains of tho Jangam priests, mfd these influential mem- 
bers goaded, to rebellion the body of cultivators who 
wore already ckasporated by the financial measures of the 
_ reign, The suspended ploughs at the gate of cach vil- 
lage, and the mobs of ryots collected here and there pro- 
claimed a goneraliusurrection, Chicka Deo Raj resorted 
to an atrocious expedient to quell it, Ife summoned 
all the Jangam priests to an audicnee at tho pagoda of 
Nunjungode, Four hundred obeyed the call, and were 
all murdered and thrown into a pit, with such sccrooy 
and despatch that one wag not aware of the fato of the 
other, Seven hundred Mutts or places of worship, of 
which but ashort time bofore Chicka Deo Raj would have 
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boasted, were levelled to tho ground in one day. ‘Groops 
wore also sent to the different places whore the insargonts 
were collected, with orders to charge at once any person 
wearing the habilimonts of a Jangam, and not to desist 
until the crowd had dispersed, and peace and order 
were (lus reslored in a very short time, 

Chicka Deo Raj dicd on the 12th of Decomber 
1704, after a reign of 81 yoars and 21 days, tho longost 
in the annals of Mysore, ‘Livoomaliongar, his minister, 
survived lim only a year and a half. . 

Of the extensive conquesls made in this reign, Igoor 
and Wastara were returned by treaty to tho state of 
Ikavee or Bednore, and the names of the remainder 


were as follows:— * 
A.D. 


Chicka Dayaroydvoog, from Navasappa Wadior ... 1675 
Tonovolly, from Ismaul Cau, an oflicor of Raud 
Dhoola Khan a. 4 oe oa sa ue 1676 
*Bondosamoodrum, belonging to the Hobly of Chicka 
Davaroydroog, from IIusgoin Khan, 
*Codanand, from Boojangia, son of tho Wadicr of 
Voomatoor, 
Aundoor, from Patadomodolave, 
Mudgorry, Midgaseo, and ten othor forls and dig- 
tricts doponding on them, captured from this 
year to... te oe vee tee oy = 1078 
, Toomkoor ... tea a tse ar) ve 1687 
Chickesaikonhully, from tho house of Eeedjoo, 
Condecara, from tho same, 
Tamagondala, by tho treaty of Consim Khon from 
Eccojeo .., fsa cv er ia ae 1687 
Dd 
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Bengalore was captured in tho year Prabava on 
the 11th Ashadun, by Causim Khan from tho 
house of Eccojeo, and on tho 15th of the sane 
mouth it was occupicd by tho peoplo of tho 
rajah, 
* Auvamparooy, Aurascranmany, and Oscotle ... 1688 
Darmayoory, from the people of Awa (noaning 
perhaps the Mahrattas,) 
* Manoogonda, from tho game. 
* Ponar Goadai, from Saulyada, 
‘Waumaloor, from tho people of Aura, 
Parometly, from the people of Aura oe os» 1089 
Koverypatam, by treaty with Coyamatoor (meaning 
probably Coimbatore) * Coontoor rdvoog, Aununte- 
gorry; these three by tha tr ealy concluded by 
Lingarajayah with the Auracha, 
* Bangadoo, by capitulation. isa ot vee 1690 
Tauranhully, by ditto, oe 
Bamnevorfim, by assault in {if night, 
*Coaloor, by capitulation, (perhaps Cuddoor,) 
Sakarapatam, by ditto, 
Bailoor, hy ditto, 
‘Wastava, by assault, 
Chickamoogloor, by capitulation. a 
Maharajdroog, by ditto, 
Tiassan, by ditto. 
Grama, by ditto, 
Arkalgodo, by siege. on tee oe ow = 1684 
Tgoor, by capitulation, ‘ 
*Snlaswerpoore, (moat perhaps for Salelaspoor,) 
by ditto. 
Coilalepata, by ditto, 
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The Veal and Dawb King. Chicka Deo Raj left son 
to whom IIecaven had denicd the faculties of speaking 
and heaving, 28 a punishment perhaps for his father’s 
orvelty. ‘This prince was known py tho nick-name of 
“ Mooka Ursoo” and he succeeded his father in 1704, 
The vigour and regularity which marked the govern- 
ment of Chickn Deo Raj was preserved by the ability 
ofthe minister, for a number of years, under his son. 
The Dulyvoy Canterava Raj undortook the reduction of 
Little-Ballapoor, but lost his lifo in the attempt. Tis 
son Bussooraj, however, accomplished what his father had 
begun, and circumstances favouring, procoeded to ex- 
tend his exactions westward towards Mivgasy and Great- 
Ballapoor, Saudut Oollakhan, tho futuro nawab of tho 
Carnatic, cngagtd the Mysore army between Bangalore 
and Seera, and levied a contribution, though a modo- 
vate one, This rajah died in 1714, 

, 
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Dodda Krishna Raj—Cham Raj—Chicka Kristina 
ahg—Nurj Raj and Deo Raj—kise of Ilyder, 


To a deaf and dumb fethor now succcoded a weak. 
and capricious son in the porson of Dodda Krishna Raj. 
All that this prineo looked to was an wnfailing supply 
of funds for tho gratificntion of soneual jlonsuvcs, aud 
for throwing away on absurd wndortakings, and so long 
as ho was sure of this, ho considored himsclf the happi- 
estofmonaychs, During a reign of 19 years there is not - 
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a single event on record with which his name is associ. 
ated, excep! the establishment of an alms-house for beasts 
of prey, reptiles, and insects, at the expense of a lao of 
rupees aunwally. ‘the details of administration were 
lett to the ministers, and they had only to mimick a 
submission to the ruyal commands in all things, instead 
of totally disregarding the image of royally as in the 
last reign, 

‘The reputed riches of Mysore awakened tho eupidity 
of Saudut Oolla Khan, the nawab of Arcot, who resolved 
to capture it in league with the Patan uawabs of Curpa, 
Kurnool and Savanore, and Siddojec Goreporn, the Mah- 
yatta chief of Gaoti, Amecukhan of Seera, to whom the 
tribute or plundor of Mysore beldhged, being inform. 
ced of it, anticipated their project, and had just at- 
tacked the Mysore army and sustained a slight check, 
when the confederates mado their appearance, IIc in- 
tended to offér them battle, bat was soon reconciled to 
them, and united his mms with theirs. The Mysoro 
army did nob venture out of the walls of tho fort, but 
the retreat of the enemy was purchased by the contri- 
bution of one crore of rupecs, whereof forty Incs be. 
came the prize of Saudut Oolla Khan, and the resi foll 
4o the sharo of the other chioftains, at twelve lacs cach, 

This oxamplo was followed, only two years after 
by the peishwa or chief minister of Sevajco’s houso, 
who had ustttped his master’s powers, but tho amount 
of contribution levied by, him is unknown, 

The capture of Magree by Deo Raj, thon recent. 
ly appointed dulvoy, and the impregnable rocky fort 
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of Savendroog, which was the ropository of the, accu. 
mulated plundor of 200 yents, repaired these losses in 
some measure, Kempay Gouda, the owner of theso 
forts, ended his days in confinemont in the slate pri~ 
son at Scringapatam.’ 

Dodda Krishna Raj dicd in 1731 after a reign of 
19 years, 

Cham Raj, Cham Raj, whom for the sake of dis- 
tinction it would be convenient to call tho first, as- 
conded the throne vacated by Dodda Krishna Raj, in 
1781. ‘The past 27 ycars were, as already observed, 
years of ministerial government. A duilvoy or com- 
mander-in-chief, a survadhicar oy officer of revenue, and 
a pradhan or privy Gouncellor combined, conducted the 
administration. ' The last two offices were now united in 
the person of Nunj Raj, a man of superior talents and 
experience, and Deo Raj his cousin-germain, a bold and 
ambitious but cool and "doliborate charaéier, was tho 
dulvoy, so that the whole power of the state was in tho 
hands of the Cullala family, which supplied the Mysoro 
State with hereditary dulvoys. ‘'heso ministers were ua- 
turally anxious 10 bo left unmolested in the enjoyment 
of their gront powor, and wished to install a prince that 
would claim as small a share of it as possible, hoy 
fixed upon Cham Raj, a youth not quite cightecn, as a 
porson likely 10 answor their oxpeclation, and bound 
him by a solomn promise Dofore he crogsotl tho branch 
of the Cauvory called Puschaprevahiny, to conform in 
all things to the wishes of thomsclyves, and the widow 
of the late king, who was made to adopt him as her son, . 
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The choice of the ministers was however misplaced, 
as the choice of their predectssors had becn in selecting 
the Lion-king, The intellectual powers of the new 
vajah were superior to those of a pageant, and enabled 
him in a very short time to plan a scheme by which he 
suddenly disarmed the ministers of their power, and 
substituted another administration, But his prudence 
and cireumspection deserted him before the embors had 
sufficiently cooled, IIe allowed the dismissed ministors 
their liberty, and added to the hostile ranks a consi. 
derable number of troops, whom his injudicious ccono. 
my had at this oritical juncture deprived of their broad, 
The queen dowager whose personal establishmont did 
not escape retrenchment, was likéwise disgusted with 
him. ‘Tho result was that in two years’and a half Deo 
Raj, aided by the queen dowager, brought about a coun, 
ter-revolution, and doomed ms rajah to a fate worse 
than death, ° 

The jamadars of two thousand horse, and the nails 
of six thousand peons in the service of the rajah, resign. 
ed their appointments, and keeping up tho appeoaranco 
of being encamped ata distanco of three miles from 
the fort and making proparations for thoir departure, 
entered it again secretly inesmall numbors, Tho day 
fixed by tho conspirators to humble the xajah was a 
Friday, on which it was usual for the dulvey 10 parade 
the troops, “Uhe guards of tho rajah boing thinned 
to swell tho dulvoy’s gscort. Deo Raj heading the 
troops, ontercd the fort, disarmed tho guards, forced 
__ himself into the palaco, secured the insignias of royalty, 
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together with the persons of the rajah and queen, aud 
although the prince stooped to solicit the forgiveness of 
his vassal and vowed amendment, the husband and wife 
were hurried off to the hill fort of Capauldroog, an 
« imprisonment” in the language of Colonel Wilks, at 
all times equivalent to a sentence of death, where the 
dreadful insalubrity of the climate was moveifully aided 
by unwholesome food to shorton the sufforings of tho 
victims,” 

A younger brothor of this unfortunate prince was 
passed over in succession, his fault having been what 
on other occasions would have been a recommendation, 
promising talents, and a child of five years of age, of 
another and youngel branch of tho family, installed 
in his place. 

Chicka Kristina Raj, Tho ministry was composed of 
the same members as under the late Government, savo 
that a person by name Venketpatty of Cannmmbaddy 
‘was appointed nominal pradhan, acting undor the ordors 
of Nunj Raj, the survadhicar, During the first six years 
of this reign tho able Nunj Raj managed the civil duties 
of tho Government, but at the ond of tint time he 
felt tho closo of his oarthly career approaching, wound 
up his concerns, restored to tho treasury a sum of mo- 
ney oqual to about cight Ines of rupees which his 
conscienco told him le had dishonestly acquired, loft 
two Incs to his childless Wife, performed Various acts of 
charity, and died in penco, jyst after the arrangemont 
of his affairs, IIo is said to have cautioned with his 
last breath against tho omploymont of Kurrachoory , 
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Nunj Raj, who was about to be seloated as his suc. 
cessor. 

The appointment was made notwithstanding. Kur. 
xachoory Nunj Raj was the cousin-germain of tho last 
minister and the brother of Deo Raj, Ife was brave, 
but rash, presumptuous, and improvidont. Ilis age was 
thirty yonrs and that of his brother fifty. The eldey 
expeetad vigorous co-operation from the younger, but 
was deceived, Nunj Raj converted tho managomont of 
vevenue into a shameful job, and Iovished with an un- 
sparing hand the offices of ameels or collectors, on his 
menial servants, whom he still retained about his person, 
arming them with powers to appoint their own subordi- 
nates, and exacting a certain portion of the public 
plunder as joint fund for himself and his brother, 
The pradhan was nothing better, He shared altho vices 
of the sarvadhicar or plonipotentiary, and was, in about 
ten years afték the revolution, kpprehended, imprisoned 
at the fort of Ossoor aud made to refund three lacs of 
pagodas of which he had defrauded the state. To him 
succceded an aged and incompetent man, by name 
Chennappiah, and the triumvirate, that conducted the 
administration, became thus a brotherhood of inenpa- 
city, corruption, and prodigality, while the young rajah 
was a silent and bewildered spoctator. A fow yoars be- 
fore the oceurrence of these changes Deo Raj had baf. 
fled a dangeréus attack on tho territorics, . * 

Disordercd and impgverished as the Mysora State 
was, it had gained for itself the reputation of a mine 

of inexhaustible wealth, and continued to provoke the 


CHAPTER IV. 33 


zealousy of the nawabs of Arcot, and the prodigal conduct 
of Tahirkhan, the nawab of Seera, to whom the tribute 
of Mysore, when it could be collected, was supposed to 
belong, went to strengthen the belief, In 1737 Dost 
Ali Khan despatched a large and well appointed army, 
under the command of two brothers of experience and 
“courage, by names Cassim Khan, and Morad Khan. 
Deo Raj though not young was still vigorous in mind 
and body, and commanded the attachment and confi- 
dence of the army. He met the foes at a village called 
Keelunchee near Chennapatam, about 40 miles north- 
east of Seringapatam, defeated and slow tom, and 
returned in triumph to Seringapatam, 

In the ycar 1748, the profligate but brave Nuvj Raj, 
was for the first time, sent against the Poligars of Dha- 
yapore, and Coimbatore, by his brother Deo Raj, who 
now contented himself with tho management of the fi- 
nances as best suited to Kis advanced age."The trust was 
excouted satisfactorily. 

During the absenco of the Mysore army at Coim- 
batore, Nasur Jung was deputed by his brother Nizam 
Ool, Moolk, subadar of the Decean, to tho south, to 
lovy contribution on the vajah of Mysore, Ile adyan- 
ced unopposed to tho vicinity of the capital, and was 
met by a deputation conveying the submission of the 
yajah with tribute. The momory of this event is pro- 
served bythe poétical namo of Moty Talhb, or a lake 
of pearls, given by Nasur Jyng to tho largo tank of 
Tonoor, while he lay encamped in its vicinity. 


This year was also marked by tho marriago of ihe, 
EB 
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v t 
rajah avho had attained his 17th year, with the daugh. 
ter of Nunj Raj, a marriage bétween a Vishnuvito, and 
a Shivah femalo, which was effected by tho two ambi. 
tious brothers, with a view to render their power more 
complete and permanent, 

In 1749 Nunj Raj undertook the sioge of Dova. 
nahully about 24: miles north-cast of Bangalore, the po. 
liga of which place had by various means kept himself 
independent of the native powors around him, and was 
at ono time a tributary of Mysore, In this siego came 
to notico, a young unknown Mahomedan volunteer, 
whose future power and fortune not only eclipsed thoes 
of Nunj Raj and the prince, his immediate superiors, 
but shook even the nawab of the Carnatic on his throno, 
was alternately courted and dreaded by” the subadar of 
the Deccan, and ‘the Mahyrattas, and proved for a time 
the scourge of England and the support of France in 
India, ss ; 
This was Ilyder Ali, the founder of tho Maho. 
medan kingddm of Mysore, 
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The origin of the family of Hyder Ali—Hyder's 
valour as a volunteer and his promotion—The expedition 
to Trichinopoly~—Hyder’s appointment to the command 
of Dindigul— His great craft and abilities ~His return 
to the capital after despatching his brother-in-law Muck- 
doom Ali to assist the Rajah of Palaghatcherry. 


Hyder Ali—Tho great grandfather of Hyder Ali 
was arcligious perso known by the narac of Mahommed 
Behlole. IIc came from the Punjaub to tho south, 
accompanicd by his two sons, Mahommed Ali ond 
Mahommed Wali, and scitled at the town of Alund, 
in the district of Culbarga, distant abot 110 miles 
north-west of Iydrabad. After being married in this 
neighbourhood his two sons proceeded,in quest of 
employment to Sccra, and obtained in course of time 
the appointment of revenue peons, and here Fultay 
Mahommed, the son of Mahommed Ali and tho father 
of Ilyder, was born. . 

The two brothers then came to Colar where Ma- 
hommed Ali diced, and his brother usurped the whole 
of his property and drovo Futtay Mahommed and his 
wife out of doors, They found protection from the 
compassion of a naik, who got Futtay Mahommed ap- 
pointed, in time, a peon, In this humble eapacily his e 
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distinguished services procured for him the good will of 
the subadar of Scorn, hy whom he was promoted to 
the rank of naik, Futtay Mahommed marviod three 
wives. ho first died lcaying him threo sons named 
Wali Sahib, Ali Sahib, and Behlol Sahib, [lis ‘so. 
cond and third wives were two daughters of o respect. 
able Narayet family, which camo from the Conean, and 
were left destitute, by the plunder of their proporty and 
the murder of their father in the jungles of Torriker. 
ray, on the borders of Bednore. The sacond dying 
childless, Futtay Mahommed marvicd hor sister who 
had failed in her endeavours to scew'o a better alli. 


ance, and this last Indy was the mothor of Shabaz, and : 


Tlyder, 

Soon after Futtay Mahommed’s s&cond marringo, 
Derga Kooli Khan the nawab of Seora, died, and his 
son Abdool Rasgool Khan, suceceded him, Tho now 
ruler and the old naik could Sot agreo, and tho latter’ 
therefore offered his services to the nawab of Arcot, and 
being refused the tazim, or the honor of rising on his 
approach, found employment for a time with the four 
dar of Chittoor, and ultimately returned to his old master 
of Socra, who promoted him to the xank of fouzdar with 
the title of Pattay Mahomnmed Khan, and assignad ag 
his jahgeor, Boody Cottah, the place of Hydor’s nativity, 
This ovent was followed aftor an interval by a battle 
botweon ‘Tahir Khan who aimed at the sovereignty of 
Soora, and Tuttay Mahommed’s master, Both the 
master and his servant, with a son of the latler, died on 
mtho songuinary field, and Shabaz and Ilyder were thus 
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left orphans, at tho tender age of nine and soven sycars 
respectively. 

To the loss of their father was soon added the loss 
of their property, which the ruthless son of Abdool 
Russool plundered, on the pretence of balances duc to 
the state from the doceased as fouzdar of Colar, and the 
toars of mourning wore cruelly augmented by those 
arising from the agonies of torture. ‘This treatment had 
made such a deep impression on the mind of [yder, 
that when he wasin the meridian of his powor and glory, 
he anxiously sought an opportunity to revenge himself 
on the authors of them, 

Boreft of her husband and utterly destitute of overy 
thing but honor, thé widow of Futtay Mahommed with 
the two orphans) came to seck the protection of her bro- 
ther Ibrahim Sahib, who was the killadar of Bangalore. 
When Shabaz attained his maturity, his maternal uncle 
procured for him a recorimendation to a Hindu officer 
in the durbar at Seringapatam. Ile was entrusted with 
asmail command of peons, from which ho 4vas raised by 
his assiduity to tho rank of a commandant of 200 horse 
and 1,000 peons, and ho attended in this latter capacity 
at tho sioge of Devanahully, while ILydor acted under 
his orders as a volunteor herseman, 

Though in the 37th yoor of his age, Iydor had not 
yot learned his Alifand Boy, and in fact wasn sirangor to 
letters thrdugh life. Hoe, ale acquitted himsclfas a 
good soldier, and displayed the germs of tho qualities 
of 4 great warrior, which wera ultimately developed in 
the conquest of noarly the whole of Southern India, Py 
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This disorderly siege, conducted by an undisciplined 
rabble, under an inexperienced leader, lasted for nine 
months, at the ond of which it was terminated by the 
poligar evacuating iKe fort, on a promiso of boing per. 
milted 10 proceed peaccably with his family to his rela. 
tion, the poligar of Little Ballapoor, Ufyder’s valour 
was rewarded by Nunj Raj with the command of 50 
horse and 200 foot, with permission to increase his army, 
Ilo was also appointed to the charge of one of tho gatos 
of Devanahully. 

The army bad scarcely returned from this expedi. 
tion, when orders wore reccived from Nasur Jung, 
tho subadar of Deccan, for succour to prosccuto his 
operations in the province of Aredt, and a detachment 
composed of 5000 horse, and 10,000 pdéons was sent for 
the purpose under Baki Vonket Row, whom Shabas 
and ITyder accompanied, ‘The latter returned londed 
with plundor, e 

In 1761 Mahommed Ali sought the assistanco of 
Mysore, throagh an agent named Seshagerry Pundit, 
the price offered boing no less than tho cession of Trichino- 
poly, and of all its depondoncics down to Cape Comorin, 
with the forrand district of Nurdanahully as a porsonal 
jahageor to Nunj Raj. Thorinconsiderate ambition of 
Nunj Raj accepted of the offor, gnd ho started from 
Scringapatam with Voerunnah, his second in command, 
and a foree of 000 cavalry, and doublo tlie number 
of infantry, the only regulay troops of the wholo host 
being a small body in the service of ITyder Naik. The 

- troops took no distinguished part in the war, and the 
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ouly trophy gainod was the head of the unfortunate 
Chunda Sahib, which was delivered by Mahommed Ali 
to Nunj Raj, and was exhibited by him for three suc- 
cessive days on the south gate of Mysore, Mahommed 
Ali broke his plighted faith and solemn treaty with 
Nunj Raj, and the latter attompting to moet treachery 
with treachery, was treated as an enemy, and though 
assisted by the French, suffered much at the hands 
of Mahommed Ali and his English allies, and retur- 
ned in shame at the summons of his brother, after the 
imperial treasury had been nearly exhausted by the ex- 
ponses of the war, the subsidy to Morary Row, and a loan 
of ton lacs made to Mahommed Ali himself which was 
never repaid. Tyder was subsequontly appointed to 
the command o? Dindigul, which had been conquered 
by the state of Mysore some time before, and he suc- 
eoeded by arms and arts in subduing the refractory 
poligars in the noighbouthood. Ilere he onlisted his 
Beder peonsand Pindary horsemen, the one renowned 
for bravery and the other for its predatory habits. The 
Pindavies required no pay, but lived on plunder, spa- 
ying noither friends nor focs, men nor women, a convoy 
of grain, nor ihe clothes of a traveller, @Ifyder con- 
trivod to take half of the Wooty, and was helped in this 
task by a brahmin usmed Khunday Row, who was only 
oqualled by himself in abjlity and craft, Various were 
tho arts invented by Ilyder’s fertile gonits to defraud 
his Government, from fictitious charges for men, horses 
and arms, down to false musters of men entitled to ro- 
ceive rewards for wounds, the number of the latter be. 
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ing ledicrously multiplied by exhibiting whole columns 
with bandages, The reigning prince was from time to 
time prevailed upon by the combined exertions of 
Ilyder, and Khunday ‘Row, who were left at the durbar, 
to raiso the number of his mon-and to make territorial 
assignments for their payment, so that by the stime 
Ilydev left Tvichinopoly he was yated in the returns for 
1500 horse, 8000 regular infantry, 2000 peons, and 4 
guns, besides elephants, &e., the usual appendages of 
yank, He was also clevated to the dignity of fouzdan, 

In the civil management of the district consigned 
to his charge, Hyder displayed the same penetration 
* and skill that distinguished lim in military affairs, and 
in a very short time he could compete with the ables 
aumils in revenue details, and in detecting the roguories 
of the shrewdest acconntants, by merely having tho ac. 
counis read. While at Dindigul he obtained skilful 
artificers trained by French masters from Streerungum, 
Trichinopoly, and Pondicherry, and commenced to make 
a regular arfillory, arsenal, and laboratory, 

Beforo leaving Dindigul, ydor detached a force 
under Muckdoom Ali Sahib, his brother-in-law, 40 as 
sist the raj of Palaghatcherry in recovering some dis. 
tricts from the ‘rajahs of Cochin and Calicut, and this 
end being achieved, Muckdoom Ali was’ promised a 
military contribution of twelyo lacs, 
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The king’s impatience at his condition and its con- 
sequence—Deo Raj’s resignation of office and retirement 
—Hyder’s attempt against Tinnevelly and its failure— 
Death of Deo Raj--The murder of his adherent Hirusing 
—Hyder’s expulsion of the Mahrattas— Resignation of 
Nunj Raj and the appointment of Khunday Row as 
pradhan—Increase Of FHyder’s assignments—Hyder’s 
alliance with the French to expel the English—The 
capture of Baramahal and Anikul, &¢., by Muckdoom 
Ali—Conspiracy of Khunday Row and the queen 
dowager to rid themselves® of Hyder—Zhe* subjection of 

_ the rajah and the cruel fate of Khunday Row. 

Deo Raj and Nunj Raj, Tho administration of the 
Governmont at homo was at this time conducted by the 
two brothers, Deo Raj and Nunj Raj. The pageant 
yajah who was now 27 years old, commenced to betray 
symptoms of a desive to shake off tho fettors of bondage. 
But being dobarred from all intercourse with the world 
he was ixfeapable of forming a skilful “plan for his 
liboration, while his cqually jnexpcrionced altendants 
suggested the imprisonment of the powerful ministers, 
without devising the means of effecting it, 

y F 
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{nformed of these conferences, Deo Raj, whose 
conscience was still burdened with the recollection of 
tho tragical end to which he had reduced his former 
master, and who was bound to the reigning prince by 
strong ties of relationship, sent him a mild message 
demanding the dismissal of the evil counsellors, but 
instead of yiclding compliance, or dissembling his 
intentions, the rajah continued to utler puorile threats 
which he was unable to execute, 

It is related, that attempts were even made, probably 
by Nunj Raj, to induce the queen, his daughter, now 
in his house on account of her first pregnancy, to poison 
her husband, but this virtuous Isdy not only spurned 
the offer, but refused to cat until she was sent to her 
husband. 

The brothers Deo Raj and Nunj Raj were entirely 
disagreed with regard to the measures to be adopted 
towards the rajah, The first was for mild treatment, and 
the sccond for open violence, The latter took the lead, 
and heedless’of his brother proceeded at once to the 
palaco at the head of a column of troops and four guns, 
attended by Veerunnah his second in command, who 
had the reputation of instigating his chief in all acts of 
mischief, A parley was at’ first offered but the rajah 
declined it, and commenced a heavy fire from tho pa. 


Jaco, Nunj Raj thon blew the gatos open, ontered the , 


palace, scated the rajah in his usual place of durbar, ° 


collected all the malo*mombers from their hiding 
places, put several in irons, and cut off the noses and 
ears of the rest, in tho vory prescuce of their soversign, 
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and presenting with an insulting mockery of respeet, his 
own creatures for fresh attendants, retired from the 
hall of audience with the customary obeisance, 

Dissatisfied with these violent procecdings and 
enraged at tho open contempt of his admonitions by 
his brother, Deo Raj thought it prudent to leave the 
capital, and with it all connection with the Government, 
In the month of February 1756, he accordingly procced- 
ed with the wholo of his family, and his adherents, 
and fixed his residence at Sattiamungalum on the 
banks of the Bhawany. To mect his expenses he 
yevoked the assignments made to Hyder, and the latter 
arrived at Seringapatam to avert the contingency, A 
Mohyatla invasion Wad taken place just before wndor 
Balajee Row, anil an agroement had been concluded by 
Nunj Roj to pay the chieftain thirty two lacs of rupces, 
five of which were paid in cash, and districts pledged 
fox tho balanco, EHydor* on his return “suggested to 
Nunj Raj the idea of oxpelling the Mahrattas from the 
pledged districts, on the approach of the rains, when an 
invasion would be impracticable, and offered his assis~ 
tance in carrying ont tho object, and the suggestion 
was adopted, 

With rogard to the assignments held by Deo Raj 
ho agreod to resign his claim to tho districts, and to 
give besides a sowear scourity for five lacs, in exchango 
for the military contribution of twelve Tacs, duo to 
Hyder from tho Rajah of Palaghatcherry, 

Hyder thon voturned to Dindigul, and scized Tho- 
lavenden, situated betwoen that place and Madura, as a , 


4h TISTORY OF MYSORE, 


prelintinary to the invasion of tho latter district and 
of Tinnevelly, but his progress was successfully checked 
by an English commandant, named Mahomed Ieoof, 
Ilo obtained some succour from the French, bub it fell 
short of his wishes, and he retraced his steps to the 
onpital, where mattors of tho utmost importance craved 
his presence, 

The Government at home was at this timo over. 
whelmed with difficulties, Tho arrears of pay duc to 
tho troops had swollen to a large amount, and they mu- 
tinied and sat in Dhurna at tho gate of the minister, 
Nunj Raj sold the provisions in store, but tho procecdy 
woro inadequate to moct tho demand, The intelli- 
sonce reaching Hyder, he hastened to Satliamungalum 
md provailed upon tho old chicf Déo Raj, though 
suffering from indisposition, to return to tho capital, and 
to unite with, his brother in supporting the tottering 
fabric of Government. 

Hyder and Khunday Row repaired to Seringapatam 
in advance, t6 arrange the preliminaries for the rocep- 
tion of Deo Raj, ono of which was the reconciliation of 
Nunj Raj with the rajah, This happy ovont was an- 
nounced to tho public on tho 23rd of April by a salute 
from all the guns in the capital, and Nunj Raj then 
procecded to Mysore, accompanicd hy ail the officers of 
stato and moxchants to welcame his brother, and after 
rondering the most object apologics for his past dis- 
obedience, conducted him in great pomp to the capital. 
But tho brightening prospect was in 6 days darkened by 

athe death of Deo Raj, which took place on the 19th of 
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June. Rumour charged Nunj .Raj with poisonitg his 
brother, but Coloncl Wilks appears to havo satisfied 
himself from enquiries that the death was causcd by 
dropsy. . 

Disgusted with tho task of Hqnidating tho arrears, 
Nunj Raj ontreated Iydor and Khunday Row to under- 
take it. Tho former procecded to work with his usual 
alacrity and a show of respect to the rajah in particu- 
lu, expunged the accounts with a skill peculiar to 
himself of all fraudulent charges, gol truc returns pro- 
duced by thyeats and tortures, distributed public pro- 
porty, including even the clephants, &e., of the rajoh, 
and in a short time was cnabled to dismiss 4000 horse 
and a large amount of rabble, To mako up for the 
funds still wanting, ho sclocted tho wealthiest of the 
officers of the disbanded troops as tho ring-loadors 
of the mutiny and confiscated their progerty, ‘Theso 
strong measures vondoved it necessary to entrust Tly- 
dor’s confidential troops, with tho charge of the for! and 
palace, the keys to the possossion of tho kingdom, but 
Hydoy was too acute and politic to avail himself of this 
early opportunity of establishing his power over the 
venim, ‘Tho exortions of Mydor procured for him not 
only tho jahgeor of tho fort and district of Bangalore, 
but the namo of three-fold benefactor, the rajah, tho 
minister and the troops, gll combining tg thank him 
for the part he had taken. 

Ho hewover soon sullied his reputation by an act 
of great cruclty, Hirusing, the firm adheront of Doo 
Raj and an invetorate onomy of Hyder, who, though 
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he ranked next to (yder in powor and wealth in the 
stato, was his superior in bravery and eandour, was 
plundered and murdored by ordor of tho latter at 
Avanasec, on his way to the capital, from a fruitless 
attempt to recover tho contribution of tho Nair 
poligars, Of tho unlawful booty obtained on this occ. 
sion, Iydor formally presented 3 guns and 15 beautiful 
horses to the rajah, 

Though Deo Raj had thus failed to recovoy his 
due from the poligars, Ilyder would not forego his 
claim to the sowear security he had given him in 
return, and he therefore urged tho matter on Nunj 
Raj and obtained an assignment on the revenues of 
Coimbatore, 

Early in 1759, the expelled Mahrittas vo-invaded 
Mysore with a considerable force under Gopal Terri 
and Aunud Row Rustea, took possession of tho dis. 
tricts originally pledged, invested Bangalore, and cap- 
tured Chennapatam, which is only 45 miles distant 
from Seringapatam. Iyder undertook to oppose tho 
invaders, recovered Chennapatam through tho instru. 
mentality of Sootfally Bog, a hardy Mogul, and after 
a desultory warfaro of three mouths, in which Tyder's 
noctunal attacks dofeated all tha projects of the Mah- 
rattas, the latter‘ were compelled to conclude a truco, 
resigning all claim to the asgignod districts and agroc- 
ing to receive in lieu a sum of 82 lacs of fupees, A 
Nuzzorana was imposed.on all tho principal sorvants 
of tho state, and on all monied inhabitants 10 meot this 

expense, but as tho sum realizod amounted only to 16 
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lacs, IIyder had to tender his personal security fer the 
balance, and was loft in possession of the pledged dis- 
tricts in consequence, 

On his veturn from this achievement, ITydor was - 
receiverll by his sovereign with the title of * Futtch 

* JIyder” in a durbar uncqualled in splondour since the 
‘days of Chicka Deo Raj, and the minister Nunj Raj 
paid him the novel compliment of rising on his ap- 
proach and embracing him. 

The successes of ILyder, however, cost the state 

> dear, and the assignments made in his favour nearly 
exhausted its resources, Arrears due to the troops 
again accumulated, and all the modes of raising a sup- 
ply of funds, which human ingenuity couldinvent, were 
tried, but in vein, 

The queon dowager, the widow of Dod Deo Raj, 
adopted ‘the resolution of ‘converting this exigency, with 
the aid of Khunday Row, into tho means of effecting 
theix deliveranco from the grasp of Nunj Raj. 

‘The troops sat first in Dhurna at Hydor’s gato, 
and on his disclaiming all power, proceeded with him 
to that of Nunj Raj, who boing duly apprised of the 
madhinations of his enemies, told them at onco that he 
had resigned his trust and? roforred thom to the rajah. 
Tho same scone was enacted at the entrance of the 
palace, when a mossage gvas sent through Khunday 
Row to Hyder, requiring him to take an oath to obey 
the rajah, and to abjure all connoction with Nunj Raj, 
aud this being done, he was summoned to the palace, 
and returned with ordors that the troops would ho paide 
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shortly, and that in the mean time he was personally 
responsiblo for tho arrears. ‘The clamour of the troops 
was thus silenced, and fresh assignments were made 
to enable Iyder to mect tho demand, thereby making 
his possessions exceed half tho tovritorics of tho state, 
Khunday Row received from tho rajah, tho formal ap. 
pointment of pradhan or dewan, , 

On Nunj Raj was scttled a jahgeer, yielding 8 
lacs of pagodas, with a stipulation that ho should 
maintain 1,000 horse and 8,000 foot for tho state 
without personal service, It was agrecd also that ho 
should tetire to his jahgoer, and ho accordingly do. 
parted from the capital, with all his family in June 
1769, after an almost regal sway of nearly 20 years, 
Nunj Raj passed throngh Mysoro of his way, with 
the ostensible view of visiting the sacred pagoda at 
Nunjungode, and 1emained there for some months on 
tho plea of illness, till ho we8 ousted from the place 
after a regular siege, 

His jahgeer was reduced in amount to a lac of : 
pagodas, and fixed at Conanoor on tho western borders | 
of the kingdom, wheie ho was required to reside thenee- 
forward. . 

Tho oxpulsion of Nun} Raj was followed by the 

" death of his daughtor the quoon in February 1760, after 
bearing two sons namod Nun} Raj and Cham Raj. The 
Rajah next ospousedl tavo wivos at onec, ono of whom by 
name Intchmamany, tho daughter of Gopmul Raj, for. 
metly nominated Killadar of Trichinopoly, survived the 

«Whole of the subsequent vevolutions, and in August 1808 
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was in full possession of her faculties, “a sensible and 
amiable old lady” Colonel Wilks observes,“ whose ob- 
servations on the incidents of her eyentful life, were 
highly interesting,” 

Ilydor conducted the Rajnh to Mysoro, and pointed 
out to him the batteries and approaches he had con- 
strucicd during the sioge, and made it a protext for 
applying for fresh assignment of teiitories, Khunday 
Row himself was surprised nt his master’s greetiness, 
and opposed it, but his objections were over-ruled and 
four more districts were added to the list of Uyder’s 
possessions, 

A French emissary arrived about this time, with 
proposals to Ifyder to*join them in an attempt to expel 
tho English from Arcot, and the terms being arranged, 
a troaty was concluded by Muckdum Ali on his account 
with the French at Pondicherry on the 4th of June 1760, 
To sceure in the first pla@o, an uninterrupfed communi- 
cation with the province of Arcot in furtherance of the 
object of the treaty, Muckdum Ali tool with case, from 
the weak Nawab of Curpa, the district of Baramahal, so 
called from the number of hill-forts in it, and situated 
on an intermediate plain between the first and second 
yanges of eastorn hills, whigh separate the higher from 
the lowor county, and Anikul, the possession of 
poligar, lyinggbctween this and Bangalore, was also add. 
ed. The Prench having supplomented thése with the 
fort of Theagor, the possession of Mysore, approached 
within 50 miles of Pondicherry. Muckdum Ali likewise 
gained a complete victory over a detachment of British | 
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{oops under the command of Colonel Coote at Trivaili 
on the 17th July, and thesc sucecsses raised Iyder’s 
hopes so high, that he intonded to have strengthened 
his force in that direction, whon his attontion was snd. 
denly called to a serious internal danger, which threat. 
ened his very oxistence, 

The old dowager and the Rajah had discovered 
theix mistake, in exchanging Nunj Raj for Tlyder Naik, 
and wero anxious to rid themselves of the lattor. ‘The 
times appeared favorable for such an undertaking. The 
greatest portion of Hydor’s troops was abroad assisting 
the French, and he himself was cneamped with aslender 
yetinue within the range of the guns of tho garrison; 
while the river Cavery, which waS now full, aided the 
whole by cutting him off from reinfofecmonts on tho 
northern side of the river, 

The dowagor and Nunj Raj bound down Khunday 
Row, by an fhviolable onth of'scerecy, and obtained his 
co-operation in over-throwing Iris chief. ‘Lhe sorvices of 
a Mahyatta chief by name }com Vussagee, who was 
thon xavaging the country betweon Anikul and Daven. 
hully were hired, and 6000 horses started, which wero 
expected to arrive on the 12th of August, On tho morn. 
ing of that day, tho gates of the fort were not openod 
at the usual hour, and Myder found himself greeted at 


dawn, by a cannonade from all the guns thgt boro on his 
position at the “ Maharnowmy Muntapun,”the spot of . 
ground now occupied bya portion of the Daria Dowlut | 


Bagh, A body of troops crossed the rivor by the 


ebridge at tho samo time, and fell upon the dotachiment * 
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on the other side. Surprised at this unexpected attack, 
and much more so at tho presence of his hitherto 
faithful servant,Khunday Row, on the ramparts direct- 
ing the fire of the artillery, Iiyder made such arrange- 
ments for the safoty of himself and family as the 
exigency would allow, and after weaving oul the day 
in 2 feigned negotiation with his servant, swam across 
the river ou horse-back at night, with one hundred 
liorsemen, six officers and two camel hurcaras, carrying 
as much treasure as could ho conveyed among them, 
and was out of the reach of harm by sun-rise. It is 
said that the idea of an escape by night was suggested 
and facilitated by Khunday Row, and the supposition 
is strengthened by tho fact that the northorn ford was 
left unguarded, *IIyder’s family, which ho had left in 
his precipitate flight, was received into the fort and 
kindly treated by Khunday Row, It consisted, among 
others of Tippoo, the futfre rulor of MySore, then in 
the 9th year of his age, and of Kurrem Sahib, his brother, 
who was born in the fright before the usual time, 

By carly dawn on the 18th, Hyder reached Anikul 
which was commanded by Ismail Ali, his brother. 
in-law, and after sounding the fidelity of Kubbeor Beg, 
the killadar of Bangalore, arrived at that place by the 
ovoning, performing on horsc-back a journcy of 98 miles 
in 20 houvs,,the first.75 on the same horse, In a very 
short time-he was enabled to retrieve his dosses, filling 
his ranks with outlying detachments, and abody of 
adventurers, who flocked to his standard, and replenish- 
ing His treasury with loans, 
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“Ho detached Muckdum Al, to seoure tho rove. 
nus of Coimbatore and Salem, and proceeded in person 
accompanied by a Fronch contingent, to cover their 
operations, and to check Khunday Row, to whom place 
after place was yielding, Crossing tho Cavory bolow 
the town of Socillay, which ovetlooks the junction of 
that viver with the Capilla, he gave battle to Khunday 
Row near Nunjungode, but being utterly defeated, fled 
to Ilurdanahully, From this place he mado a seortt 
march to Cannanore, fell at the fect of Nunj Raj, implored 
his forgiveness, and induced the eredulous chiof to lend 
him his troops, and despatch letters in all directions, 
notifying his resumption of tho offico of Survadhicar, 
and Hyder’s appointment as Dulvoy. To crown the 
whole, Ilyder fabricated letters under‘the ox-minisler’s 
name and with his scal to the officers of Khunday Row, 
to deliver him up, in accordance with on imaginary 
compact, and one of theso missiles falling into the 
hands of Khunday Row as was arranged, precipitated 
his flight from the battlo field in panic, and consumma- 
ted tho wishos of his rival, Tho romains of Khunday 
Row’s army being annihilated, and all the forts below 
the ghats recovered, Iydor roturned in triumph tn May 
to tho vicinity of the capital, 

Tyom his post at Shahar Gunjam, TTyder sont a, 
message to his trembling sovorcign, demanding tho , 
survender of Khunday Row as being his strvant, and | 
the liquidation of arrears duc, which were designedly i 
enhanced, and offering to relinquish the service, when ; 
~ the conditions were complicd with, Ilo howevdr ox. | 
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pounded to the officers of State his real views, and they 
working upon the fears of the helpless Rajah, prevailed 
upon him to resign every thing to his vassal, reserving 
for himself a, jahgeer of only 8 lacs of pagodas, and of 
one lac to Nunj Raj. Tho unfortunate Khunday Row 
was also delivered up into the hands of his enemy, with 
the recommendation of the rajah and tho ladics of the 
zenana for merey, Lyder promised to preserve his lifo 
and take care of him as a parrot, a mote of expression 
used by natives to signify kind treatment, and literally 
fulfilled his promise, by confining him with a barbarous 
ingenuity in an iron cage, and allowing him milk and 
rice for his fare, in which state ho ended his days, 
n 
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Hyder’s assumption of Government—Tis prchase 
of the Nawabship of Seera—The acquisition of the two 
Ballapoors, Seera and Chiluldroog, §¢.—The conquest of 
Bednore and the introduction of improvements-—Aitempt 
against Lyder’s life—Fusul Oolla Khan's encroach. 
ments on Muhratia Territories and tis consequences 
Conclusion of peace—Descent into Canara and invasion 
of Malabar—Hyder’s return—Death of Chick Kristina. 
‘vaj and the instalment of his eldest son Nunj Raj Wadier 
—The formation of a confederacy against Hyder-—~The 
retreat of the Mahratias—+Union with Mahomed Ai— 
Aitack against the English and incursiops into the Car. 
natic —The revolt of Ilyder’s possession on the West and 
their submission—The operations of the Mnglish—LIly. 
ders return and efforts to retréeve his losses—Defection 
and subsequent reconciliation of Meer Suih—Conclusion 
of peace. 


ILyder assumed charge of the Government in the 
beginning of June 1761,with a studicd show of reluctant 
submission, and, aftor devoting a couple of months to 
the arrangement of intomnat affairs, obtained leavo of 
the Rajah, in September, to go to Bangalore, leaving 
Muckdoom Ali with ‘a trustworlhy gariison in charge 
of the fort, “IIo purchased, at Bangalore, the nawab- 
ship of Scera from Basalat Jung for 8 lacs of yupoes, a 
purchaso which was perfectly valucless, as the district 
vas in the possession of the Mahvattas, and Ifyder 
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himself had to take the trouble of conquering it, Ba- 
slat Jung offered, on this occasion, to invest Iyder 
with the title of Jung, but his unlettered brains con- 
founding it with the torm “zung,” a bell strung round 
the necks of beasts of burden, declined the noisy honor 
and left it to Fuzul Oolla Khan, the negotiator who 
was styled ybut Jung or teiror of war. One distinction, 
however, IIyder readily accepted. IIe was styled in 
the deeds as Nawab IIyder Ali Khan Bahader, a name 
by which he called himself afterwards. 

Great Ballapoor, the jahgecr of Abbas Cooly 
Khan, Iyder’s tormentor in his boyhood, was included 
in this grant, but ho was prevented from wreaking his 
vengeance on him by*his flight to Madras. Ife, however, 
treated the chiof's family with a gencrosity and kindness 
alien to his nature. The arms of Ilyder were now 
united with those of Basalat Jung, and ho not only 
gave the latter the honof of taking Uoséottah, which 
he was besieging, but made an easy prey of Scera for 
himself, 

The poligar of Chicka Ballapoor, a place 14 
miles distant from this new acquisition, had incurred 
Ilyder’s displeasuro,by plotting with tho chief of Daven- 
hully, his velative, for tho racoyory of his possession, and 
Tlydor retaliatod by attacking Chicka Ballapoor. The 
chieftain offered a desperate resistance, and when 
overcome, duped ILyder by withholding the amount 
ho had agroed to contribute, but his capital fell ulti- 
mately, owing to tho pusillanimity of Morary Row’s 
hors$men, his allies, and he himself had to take xofuge_ 
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on the impregnable rock of Nundidroog. IIe was 
subsequently induced to quit this strong-hold under 
promise of safety, and consigned to perpetual imprison. 
ment in the fort of Coimbatore, 

Tlyder next turned his arms against Morary Row, 
whose possessions were situated to the north of hig 
iecent conquests, and after over-running a large tract 
of his temitory, returned to Seera, where he received 
the submission of the poligars of Roydroog, ITurpen. 
hully, and Chituldroog, ‘The last chieftain introduced 
to him a youth named Chonna Buswiah, aged about 17 
yoars, supposed to be the adopted son of Bassappa 
Naik, the lato ynler of Bednore, who was anxions for 
assistance to regain his patrimoiy from the queen 
dowagor, £ 

The remonstranecs of this youth, it was alleged, 
against tho criminal attachment of his adoptive mother 
to onc Numbiah, had provolfed her to attempt his 
destruction, and ho had escaped the fate by the mercy 
of the jetty or wrestler, who was commissioned to pué 
him to death by twisling his neck. 

‘The terms being soon agreed upon, ILyder directed 
his attention towards Nngur, 

Tho district of Bednore or Nugur is situated on 
the rango of Weslorn Ghats, which overlooks the pro- 


* vince of Canara. Tt was in thoso days visited with rain 


for 9 months ‘in the year, and was not only vich in tho . 
products which tho soil yioldsto human industry, but - 
in stately timber forests, The eapital with the fort of 

Bedioré occupied a basin encircled by hills, and Wasa » 
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great commercial emporium, being 8 miles in ciycum- 
ference and graced with superb edifices. ‘The dominions 
of the State extonded to the western coast on one side, 
and to within 20 miles of Chituldroog on tho other, 
and were governed by laws framed by the wise and able 
Sheveppa Naik. 

The Mysore troops commenced their march into 
the provinco about the close of January 1763, and 
guided by Lingannah, tho minister of tho former soya- 
yeign, who was found in confincment, entcred the woods, 
taking place after place and cutting off the noses and 
oars of the garrisons, ‘The rance and her paramow, 
whose pecuniary offers increased in an inverse ratio to 
Tlyder’s «listance frofi the capital, fled on his approach 
to the hill-fort of Bellalaroydroog 70 miles southward, 
and the inhabitants of the town took rofuge in the 
woods, so that in less than two months, Iyder was 
enabled to make himselfmaster of onc” of the most 
opulent towns of the day in Southern India, and to 
enrich himself by a booty of ncarly 12 millions sterling. 

Tydor himself used to observe throughout his life 
that this was the foundation of his subsequent grontness, 

The remaining portion of ihe country, including 
‘Mangalovo, was onsily tnkenspossession of, and the ranoo 
capitulated on tho genoral assurance of due considera. 
tion for hor rank and dignity, but the condition was 
broken, and sho and her ‘paramour together with hor 
own adopted son Somasakur, were hurried to one 
common prison, on the fortified rock of Mudgerry. 
Chenhe Basyiah also shared the samo fato, it having | 
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been Aiscovered, or pretended to be discovered, that he 
was an imposter, The wholo were however liberated 
by the Mahvattas in 1767, 

To xender the rnin of Bednore more danni c, Ty. 
dor changed its name into ¢ ‘TIyder Nugur,” and with a 
view to make it his capital, as ho styled Scringapatam 
tho property of the Kurtoy or tho rajah, he remoyed hig 
family to the place and commoneed to orect a palace, 
which, however, was never finished. Ie established also 
a mint here, in which for the first time he struck coing 
in his namo, and built a dock-yard and naval arsenal at 
Mangalore under the direction of Lootoof Ali Beg. 

He likewise improved and classified his troaps, and 
introduced now forms and ceremonials of public audience 
in court,&e., with the help and advice of Reza Ali Khan, 
the son of Chunda Sahib, who landed af Mangaloro in 
1768, and was reccived into (ydor’s servico with o 
jahgcer of on lac of rupecs,“and thus the conquest of 
Bednore might be said to form a now era in the lifo of 
Ilyder, In the midst of these innovations, 0 plot wag 
laid for his assassination, but the conspirators were all 
discovered and exceuted, 

In December 1763, when tho rains had subsided, 
Pitzzalootta Khan, tho son-in-law of Delawar Khan, tho 
lato Nawah of Scexa, a soldicr of distinguished bravery 
who hed voluntarily joined Hydox's standard ot Banga 
lore, mado af easy conquest of Soonda, a small country 
immediately to tho north of Bednoye proper, and 
similar to it in every rospeot, After a slight resistance, 

tho vajah fled to Tuccooligar, near Goa, in Lowor Sodnda, 
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and was induced by his straitencd circumstances to 
survendor to the Portuguese the whole of his torritory 
below tho ghats, for a fixed stipend, which is still 
continued to his descendants, 

‘To appease the Mahrattas for the conquest of 
Seca, and Nizam Ali for the purchase of the nawab- 
ship of it from his brother, Hyder sent Appajco Row 
and Mohadce Ali as ambassadors to their courts, with 
yich presents and sowcar security. Nizam Ali was 
effectually silenced by a larger sum of moncy than his 
brother had received, but not Madhava Row, the then 
Peishwah, who had succeeded Balajeo Row in 1761. 

Elyder’s new frontier having brought him into 
contact with the posszssions of the nawabs of Savanoor, 
Carpah and Currool,he intended to conclude an alliance 
with them, and deputed Puzul Oolla Khan to arrange 
the terms, but Abdool Hakcem Khan, the Nawab of 
Gurpah, hed oapoused tho interests of {lf Mahratias, 
and would not yield. A war was tho consequence, and 
though Abdool Ifakcem and his patans exhibited their 
wonted gallantry, they wero ultimately overcomo and 
compelled to agreo to the terms proposed, ‘Tazullah 
Khan did not stop hero, but advanced further north, 
took the fortress of Dharwar and several other posts, 
and cnrricd his conquests across tho rivers Wurda, 
Mulpurba and Ghatpurba, nearly to tho bad of tho 
Kristna, > 

The Mahyrattas appearod at last to seba theso 
encroachments oy their territory, and Gopal Row, tho 
chief.of Meritch, who was immediately to the north of 
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the Krista, took the lead, but ho was quickly defeated 
‘by Fuzul Oollah Khan, Madhava Row, tho Poishwa, 
followed in May 1764, with a numerous army and dri. 
ving Hydor bofore him from place to place, cooped him 
up by the ond of January 1765, within the narrow 
limits of Bednore. Ho was theroforo constrained to 
solicit pence, and it was concluded in the carly part of 
1766, on the casy conditions of restoring to tho Mahyat. 
tas the acquisitions mado from Moorary Row, relinquish. 
ing the claims on Savanoor, and tho paymont of 82 
lacs of rupecs. 

During the unfavourable aspect of Hydor’s altars 
in tho west, the whole of his recent conquests in the 
opposite direction, and his poss@isions on tho south. 
cast, were in a flamo of robollion. “But, order was 
onsily restored: by his brother-in-law Moor Razah Alt 
Khan and the brave Fuzul Oollah Khan. 

The vevcises sustained ‘foro considored by Hyder 
only as so many lessons for fature conquests and enter. 
prize, so that in tho short space of a your, he repaired 
his losses, and was prepared in the beginning of 1766, to 
descend into Canara, as well to look into the condition 
of his western possessions, as to conquer the contiguous 
province of Malabar, « 

This provineo was inhabited by a hold and indo. 
pendent race of mon called Moplays, half Mahomedan 
and half {[lirloo in their engtoms and ceromonies, the 
offspring of the powerful sons of Arabia, originally 
brought together for tho purposo of commerce, and. the 
daughters of Malabar, whoso peculiar manners afforded 
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the means of an casy union, The Moplay had become 
a convert to Mahomodanism, on the advent of the 
apostlo, Tho Nair, or tho military man of Malabar, 
armel with his short broad sword, which he carried in 
his hands as an ornamont in time of peace and a weapon 
jn time of war, and flung on the back, or disentangled 
with the greatost case, and with his musket and bow, was 
the most formidable opponent that Hyder had ever mat 
with, Ali Razah, 2 Moplay chief, who held the fort of 
Oannanore and a small district on the coast, in nominal 
subjection to the Rajah of Colastry or Chencal, came to 
Mangalore and solicited MHydor’s assistance in gaining 
jndependence and an oxtonded dominion, Much valu. 
able information was communicated by this individual, 
and lod by hin Hyder pushed on, overcoming all 
opposition, through the tervitorics of the 5 northern 
chiefs, aud approached Calicut, “Iere Mann Viorama 
Rajah, the Samouj or ZXmorin, made a Voluntary sub- 
mission in the hope of securing his good graces; agreed 
to pay 4 lacs of Venctian sequins, Ilo was ostensibly 
woll received, but Iyder, romombering the deception 
practised by him with regard to the Military contribu. 
tion of 1787, sent a dotachmont, socrotly seized Caliqut, 
imprisoned and tortured his ministers for the paymont 
of the 4 lacs, and the Zemorin, dreading similnr trent. 
ment, act firo to his placo of confinement, and was 
dovoured by the flamos along with some of his faithful 
sorvants, who voluntarily sharod their master’s fate, 
After making arrangements for the internal ma- 

nagdinont of the country, and appointing a revenuoe 
: 7 
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officer, by name Madannah, Iyder proceeded towards 
Coimbatore, receiving on his way the submission of the 
rajah of Cochin and Palghat, but he was soon re-called 
to quoll an out-break, which the oxtortions of the 
vevenne officer he had appointed, brought on, Tranquil. 
lity was however restored, but not without tho massa. 
ore of a portion of the population and the cmigration of 


anothor, in which only 200 persons survived to toll the — 


tale of misery, out of 15,000. On his way back, ITydor 
erected the presont fort of Palghatcherry for scouring an 
easy communi¢ation between his now acquisitions in 
Malabar and his fixed resources in Coimbatore, and, on 
his arrival at the last place, received the intelligence of 
the formation of a powerful confelleracy against him, 
Madhawa Row had sct out from Poon} and Nizam Ali 
aided by an English coips, was approaching from Ily. 
dvabad with the intention, as it was supposed, of invad. 
ing Mysoro, “Ilyder hastenc#*to Sexingapatam to make 
the most vigorous preparations he could, and arrived at 
the capital about the commencemont of the year 1767, 
‘While the military arrangements were in progress, a 
civil one, of great importance, which had now sunk to 
a matlor of insignificance, was got through, Jn April 
1766, Chicka Kristna Raj died, and whilo Ilyder was 
at Malabar, ho had sent ordors for nominating os his 
successor, his oldest son Nunj Raj Wadior, » young 
man, then about 18 years of age, On xenching the 
capital, he paid the customary respects himeelf, 
Tt was however soon discovered that the young 
-fajah betrayed symptoms of impatience at his deportdant 
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condition ; and to erush these feclingsin ombryo llydor 
wrested tho jahgecr of 3 lacs of pagodas that was 
allowed, phindored the palace of all the proporty, ox- 
copt the jewols on the povsons of the females, and 
enforced a rigid economy, which left none but his spics 
in charge of tho palace, 

Discoveries woie also mado about this time that 
Nwnj Raj was in correspondenco with Madhava Row 
and Nizam Ali, for the dcsiruction of his former servant 
and presont mastor, and this adept in the art of craft, 
deluding tho ex-ministor with promisea, sanctified by 
an oath on & blank book in the placo of the Koran, 
induced him to removo to Soxingapatam and made him 
a state prisoner. 

As rogards"tho confodoracy, Madhava Row’s horse- 
men wore first sco in Mysore, and to stop their 
prograss without bloodshed, Iydor adapted the ox- 
pediont of breaking down the embankments of reser- 
yoirs, poisoning wolls, dostvoying forage, driving away 
cattle and burning grain, a measuvo that tended rather 
to desolato the provinco than to stop the invaders, They 
advanced to Seera, thoir old possession, and Hyder’s 
own brother-in-law Moor Sahib faithlessly surrenderpd 
the placo to them, his dofestion having beon purchased 
hy the fort and district of Goorumoonda, tho possession 
of his ancestors, ‘Lhe invaders woro at lagt induced. to 
retreat by*a contribution of 85 laca of rupees, the 


result of tho nogotiations of the ablo and witty Appa- | 


jecvarn. 
Tho Nizam and tho English wore now the onlye 
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enemies that Uydor had to contend with, and his 
intrigues carried on through Mahaphiz han,the brother 
of Mahommed Ali, who was now in Hyder’s service, 
converted the former into an ally, and both the Maho. 
medan chiefs turned their arms against tho Inglish, and 
commenced their incursions into the Carnatic in August 
1767. 

Colonel Smith, the officer commanding tho con- 
tingent with the Nizam, was the firgt against whom 
the blow was aimed, but he bravely sustained their 
yepeated attacks with his inferior force, and oven 
defeated the combined army at Trinomally on the 
26th of September, and prt them to flight with con. 
siderable loss. On one oceasioh, some of Ilyder'’s 
horsemen, headed by Tippoo Sultan, then in his 17th 
year, under the guidance of Gazoo Khan, reached the 
very precincts of Madras, and would have succeeded in 
taking the Btitish capital i?Southorn India, had not 
their love of plunder induced them to return when the 
object had been gained. 

Not deterred by the rainy scason and emboldened 
by tho withdrawal of Colonel Smith’s force into Can- 
tonments, Tyder took possession of ‘Tripasore and 
Wanicmbady, two places af inconsiderable value, on 
the 5th and 7th of November 1767, and atiacked Am« 
hoor, situated on a smooth granite hill, but neither his 
stcel nor gold could produce any offect on Captain 
Calvert, the officer in charge of the place. To atone fox 
this failure and to close the episode of his invasion of 

the Carnatic with some brilliant action, Hydox procéeded 
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in porson against ap English detachment escorting sap. 
plies, but was repulsed, his horse being shot under him 
and the folds of his long turban pierced through by a 
bullet, Ho then ascended the ghats, disappointed, at 
the end of the year. 

The Nizam concluded a peace with tho English, and 
conferred on them the Dewany of Mysore on the easy 
* gandition of conquering it, if they could. Hyder made 

ovortures also, but met with no success, 

During the absence of tho Mysore army in the Car- 
natic, the province of Malabar on the opposite coast re- 
volted, and Mangalore aud other places yiclded to an 
English detachment sent by the Bombay Government. 
But Hyder soon apptared before Mangalore in profound 
scorecy, and redook it, as also Ilonore, Basvarajdroog, 
and Canuanore, ; 

That none of Hyder’s expeditions might fail i 
bringing him an accossion of wealth, he levied contri- 

, butions from the lend-holders of Bednore as fines, for 
furnishing supplies to his enemies, and from tho chicfs 
of Malabar, as & consideration for zestoring them to 
indepondonce, which they never attained, 

The English supported by Mahomed Ali, had, by 
this time, subdued sevoral places in tho Baramahal,*to- 
gothor with Coimbatore aud Salom, ond had olso taken 
others on the table-land of Mysore itsolf, while Mulwa- 
gul had been betrayed to thom by the traitorous killadar 
Jaffer Toosain, a velation of Mahomed Ali, 

Hyder returned in August to Bangalore, and made 
an effort to regain his possession, but suffered a heavy 

I 
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loss. |He howover retook Mulyogul by the same 
moans by which it was lost, and the efforts of Colonel 
Wood to recover tho place, proved abortive. 

Tyder did not omit to renew offers of peacs, but 
the exorbitant demands of tho Madras Covernment 
terminated the negotiations. 

While engaged in these transactions with extornal 
foes, a domestic enemy grow upin the person of Moey 
Sahib, IIyder’s brothor-in-law, who deserted 10 tho 
Mahvattas with the whole of his corps and retired to 
Goorumconda, but the intercession of [Tydev’s sister 
and his own promises led to his reconciliation and 
veturn. 5 

Most of the British possession¢in Coimbatoro were 
subdued by Puaul Oollah Khan, andeBaramahal by 
Hyder himsolf, some by arms, and others by treachory ; 
and thus in the short space of six weoks, he recovered 
nearly all that he had lost with the exception of Colar 


and Venketgeri. The English garrisons of Erode and , 


Cauvery Pooramt wore induced to evacuate the places hy 
a promise of safety, but the pledge" was broken and 
they wore hurried to a dumgeon at Seringapatam., 
These succogses of Hyder with thoir concomitant 
evils ond the invasion of Madura and Tinnevolly by 
Fuzul Oollah Khan, compelled tho Goverment of Port 
Saint Georgo to sue for peace in their turn now, but 
the parties not being agreed oh tho gonditions, the con- 
ference was again broken off. Ilostilities re.commenced, 
and the events of the war having carried tho two armies 
to the distance of about 140 miles to tho south of 
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Madvas, Uyder marched to the place escorted by 6,000 
picked horses with all possible speed and secrecy, arri- 
ved there on the 29th Maych 1769, and concluded a 
peace dictated by himself, on the moderato conditions 
of mutual restitution of conquered districts, an ex- 
chango of prisoners and reciprocal assistance, 





CITAPTER VIII. 


Invasion of Mysore by the Peishwa and his suecesses 

—~Hyder's flight ron the battle field of Chercoorly and 
brutal treatment, of Tippoo—Purchase of peace~—Ewpe- 
dition into Qoorg—Strangulation of the titular Sovereign 
Nunj Raj and the election of Cham Raj the third— 
Capture of Gooty and imprisonment of Morary Row— 
Description of the internal administration—Embassy to 
Dethi—Invasion of Mysore by the Mahraitas and the 
Nizam and its foilure—Captire of Curpu—Attempt at 
assassination by a body of Afyhans—-Muatrimonial alli. 
‘ances—Cause of hostility to the “nglish—-The unsuccess. 
Sul mission of Mr. Swartz and Mr. Gray by the Madras 
Gavernment—Invasion of the Carnatic—The defeat of 
the detachment under Cols, Baillie and Braithwaite—~ 
Engagement with Sir Eyre Coole and, heavy loss— 
Hyder’s death, 


Though relieved for atime from hostilities with the 
Engish, Hyder was not long lef idlo, After on inter, 
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val spqnt in levying contributions from the Nawabs of 
Cudapali and Kurnool and other chieftains in the neigh- 
bourhoad, in the course of which he sustained a repulse 
at Adoni, and concluded an alliance with Morary Row, 
the Mysore dominions wore invaded by tho then Poish- 
wa, Madhava Row, carly in 1770, and noarly tho whole 
of the open country taken possession of, loaving only 
tho strong hill forts, Ifyder applied to the English 
for aid, in accordance with tho second article of the 
treaty, but as the Mahratias were equally anxious for 
their assistance, they deemed ,it advisable to remain 
neutral to the great provocation of the former. IIe 
was hardly pressed by the Mahvatta chicf, and actually 
fled from the field at the battle Of Chircoorly on the 
night of the Sth March 1771; Tippoo Sultan, the hoir 
apparent, after receiving a brutal beating from his drunk. 
en father for cowardico, of which ho was not guilty, es. 
onped into the fort in the guise of a fakcor, ‘The capital 
was also besieged by Triumbuck Row, the uncle of the 
Peishwa, and at last in the month of Junc 1772 a peace 
was concluded of the condition of paying 30 lacs of 
rupees to tho Peishwa, with five moro as a bribe to the 
principal officers under the designation of durbar 
khureh, and ceding o portion of tho country, whereby 
Tlydor’s possessions were reduced to narrowor dimen. 
sions then tho dominions of Mysore wero under the 
Tlindoo rajahs at the beginning of the contufy, Send. 
ing Tippoo Sultan under Birke Strocnovasa Row, to 
recover the country on the north, and Sied Sahib to 
Malabar, Hyder proceeded in pérson to Coorg in No- 
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yember 1778, and commenced a sanguinary conflict, 
He offered a reward of five rupecs for cvery head of a 
Coorg brought, and 700 heads were thus exhibited in 
one day, and at last his relontless heart being moved by 
pity at the sight of ono of these beautiful specimens of 
humanity, he ordered the carnago to cease, and tranguil- 
lity was restored, Ho then confirmed tho land holdors 
in their possessions ona slightly increasyd rent, and 
built the fort of Mercara, The Rajah Davieh bocamo 
a fugitive, but was subsequently taken to Mysoro, 

Tippoo and Sied Sahib successfully accomplished 
tho task assigned to them, so that between 1773 and 
February 1774, Hyder acquiyed more than he had lost, 
and succecded in coheluding a treaty of alliance with 
Ragoba, tho sutcessor of Madhaya Row, reducing his 
claim to the chout to 6 lacs, ; 

The pagent Rajah Nunj Raj, who was now 23 
years of age, taking advantage of the tim in [yder’s 
fortunes, made the vain attempt of opening a com- 
munication with Triumbuck Row, and the cousequenco 
was that Ifydor ordered him to bo strangled in tho Vath, 
and his brother Cham Raj to be installed in his room, 

This princo diod in 1775, and tho lincal male 
succession failing, Hyder collected all the childyon of 
the other branches that wore entitlod to supply vacancies 
on the throne, and sproad bofore them various articles 
caleulated*to awakon juvenile dosives, A child took up a 
brilliant little dagger in one hand and a limo in the other, 
‘that is the Rajah,” oxclaimed ILyder; “ his fixet care 
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‘tig tnilitary protection, his second to realize the pros 
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duce,of his dominions, bring him hithoyr and let mo 
“embrace him.” The boy who bore the name of 
Cham Raj, was accordingly invested with the purple, and 
became in timo the father of tho prosont sovorcign of 
Mysore. 

Tlyder obtained about this timo 1,000 men from 
Shiraz in Porsia to servo in his army, and subsequently 
sent another embassy for more, but nol ouly did the 
fivst instalmont fall below the mark, but tho embassy 
was lost in the gulf of Cutch. 

What was more potont than’ an army was a body 
of Brahmin sorvants styled mootsuddies, whom ILydey 
had organized, and who insinuated themselves into the 
councils of his cnemios, and ompléyed their art in por. 
suading them to seck his assistance. By the machina. 
tion of some of theso, Iyder rocoived # summons from 
Mozrary Row of Gooty to assist him against Basalut 
Jung and Mdhsieur Lally, wo were besioging Bellary, 
The invitation was accepted, and the assailants being 
xepulsed, ITyder possessed himself of the placo as well 
as Of Gooty itscl’, took Morary Row a prisoner, and 
sont him with lis family io Soringapatam and thence 
to Cabaldroog, where he died soon after. Many of his 
companions aftor surviving the hardship for fifLeen yoars, 
wore destroyed in the gencral massacyo of prisoners by 
order of Ti ippoo in 1791, ' 

Retwming to Scringapatem, Hyder turned his 
aitontion to tho internal administration, and summoned 
to his presence all his tributaries and ameels or head 
xevenue officers, and ascertaining by means of sdoret 
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information and by complaints 1o which he was plways 
accessible, the actual amount of collection, raised his 
own revenue to tho proper level, leaving tho regula. 
tions of Chick Deo Raj untouched, [le hkowise lvicil 
a nuzerana or forced contribution from his subjects, 
Some changes were also effected in the personnel 
of the principal civil officers of state, ‘Ihe primo minis. 
tership was held after the disgraco of tho ill-fated 
Khunday Row by one Venkatuppa, who died in 1766, 
making a voluntary bequest to the Stale of 50,000 
pagodas, to secure an immunity for his family from 
violence, after his death. Ilis successor Assud AliKhan, 
a Navayot, breathed his last jn 1772, under the effects 
of torture applied to* extort treasure which he did not 
possess, and Selhhyiet Khan, tho next dowan, a Naya- 
yet of the purost integrity, was dismissed for incom pe- 
tence, and tho carnings of his honest indystry, amounting 
to no moro than 10,000 wvhees, wrung frém him with. 
out compunation, To this porilous office, Hyder now 
raised Meer Saduck, formerly cantonment cutwal, who 
held it till tho fall of Seringapatanz, A person. “by 
name Shamiah was appointed head of tho police and 
anehd, a 
This lattor was a man‘aStey his master’s own heart 
ond, under his management, the departmont of intelli. 
gonce became tho drond of the wholo population, It was 
potent notonly for tho detedtion of actual crimos, but 
likewise for the croation of othoys with evidence to sup- 
port them. ‘The branch of torturo wag organized with 
ofincd cruelty, and ar incarnate fiend in the person Of» 
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a natiye of Constantinople, nicknamed Roomoe Yerree 
(or Gold Seeker) who was attached to it, had the notorio. 
ty of having put several victims to death. The porson 
to bo opernted upon was handed over to the tonder mey- 
cies of Shamiah, who read his puttce or statement of 
charges against him, and never failed to oxnct the 
amount of’ his estimate, either in cash or by soucar 
scourity. ‘The bankers themselves wero ultimataly 
subjected to exactions, and great numbers quitted the 
capital, leaving a balance of 20 lacs of pagodas, 

Noither rank nor important service afforded a shel. 
ter from these exactions, The bravo and noble PFugul 
Oollah Khan, who had hitherto shared the honors of 
Hyder himself, was compelled to contribute like others, 
and shorn of his dignifies, died a miserable death under 
canvass outside the fort of Seringapatam, ‘The able 
and willy Appajec Row, despite Ins diplomatic sorvices, 
had had a tax imposed upon Shim, and had to raise a 
part of it from frionds, f 

Hyder introducod tho system of paying his troops 
their salaries bi-monthly or half puttios, which bocame 
at last oquivalont to 9 or 10 months’ pay in a year, and 
after the war in 1792 was reduced by his son to 7, 

In the midst of these administrative reforms, Ty. 
dor sent a splendid embassy 10 Dolhi in 1779, 10 scoure— 
the sovercignty of the two Carnatics, but tho fruits of 
the mission cannot be ascertained, ny 

The year 1777 was marked by another invasion of 
the Mahrattas and tho Nizam, but il ended in tho advan. ~ 

atage of Hyder, In tho year following hoe carried his | 
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arms in return to the banks of the Kristna, taking 
Chituldroog aftar a brave defence, sending the poligar 
and family as prisoners to Soringapatam, and appointing 
a Nayer convert by name Isjaz as Governor, When this 
illiterate youth pleaded his incompetonco to undertake 
the task, “keep a corda (a whip) at your right hand” 
said Hyder, “and that will do you better service than 
pen andink, ” and then assuming a grayer countenance, 

place velinnca” ho added “ on your excellont under. 
‘standing! Act from yourself alone, fear nothing ‘from 
“the calumnies of scribblers! But trust in me as T 
“tenst in you! Rending and writing | Ilow have I 
“vison to ompire without the knowledge of cither,? 
So high was the notion that Hyder ontertaincd of this 
‘person that he never ccased to extol him, and draw an 
unfayorable comparison between him and his son Tip- 
poo, who remembered the insult long, and agtempted du- 
ring his reign to remove his father’s model of perfection, 

' The ndvico about the whip was one which Hyder 
himself always followed. Ii, is said that he could never 
do without having the corda plying upon tho back of 
some ono, and that it was one of the most important 
duties of Abu Mahomed, the head chobdar, to furnish 
oo unfailing supply of victim’ 10 be operated upon, 

From Chituldvoog Iyder imported 2,000 Bedar 

peons, and likowiso raised che]ah battalions, 

In tho samo year he took Cudapah, and entertained 

in his service a fow ofthe brave Patan troops of that 

Sinte, including among the number 80 Afghans, ‘To 

| these he foolishly ontruSted the custody of his person, 
uae 
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and yarrowly escaped assassination, Some of the trai. 
tors were dragged at the feot of clephants, and the othorg 
had their hands and feot chopped off and thus exposed 
to tho public gaze. On his return to tho capital, he 
discovered another plot for his destruction among the 
relatives of the Nawab of Cudapah, and caused alt the 
suspected malo adults of the family to be scoretly 
despatched. 

Abdul Ialeom Khan, tho Nawab of Cudapah, was 
brought to Seringapatam with his family, and his sister 
united to IIyder by nikah, and placed at the hond of 
his numerous seraglio under the namo of Buckshee 
Begum. It must here ho added that Iyder’s lust was 
unconquerablo, and that femalo tbeauty was as much 
vansacked for as treasuro on the conquest of a place, 

In 1779 he concluded and celebrated ‘with great 
pomp a double marriage with tho fimily of Abdu 
Ilakeem Klin, the Nawab df Savanore, tho eldest son 
of the latter boing ‘united to Ilyder’s daughter, and 
Hyder’s sccond son Kureem Sahib to the Nawab’s 
déughter, the ceremony being accompanied by the gif 
of the unrestored half of Savanoro to ils owner, 
Whilo engagoil in these rojoicings, an ambassador by 
name Gunaish Row axrived from Semai Madoo Row, 
tho posthumous and reputed son of Narain Row, who 
~was installed as Peishwa, and concluded an agvoement 
for « confederacy with his master and Nizam Ali against 
the English. Ie likewise procured the reduction of 
the Mysore wibute and the confirmation of the cony 
cessions made by Ragoba, a . 4 
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The refusal of the Madras Government to qomply 
with the repeated applications of Hyder for assistance, 
had alveady oxaspernted him, Other causes of misunder. 
standing were now added. Ile romonstrated against 
the capture of tho French scttlement of Mahe on the 
‘Western Coast, os being situated in the district of one of 
his tributaries, but his remonstrances were disregarded, 
and a chief who had incurred his displeasure had found 
refuge in the British possession of Tellicherry, but was 
not given up, These acts, combined with an attempt to 
pass a British force throngh the Mysore Territories, 
provoked ITyder’s indignation, 

A. Danish Missionary by name My. Swartz, and 
subsoquently Mz, Giay, amember of Council, were de- 
puted by the Government of Fort Saint George 10 
cultivate his friendship, but both missions failed, and 
Mr, Gray was treated with studied disrespect. 

After making every preparation and offering up 
prayers in mosques and jseddum in Tlindoo temples 
(for Iyder know no difference in religion) for the suc- 
cess of his arms, Tyder ascended "in tho beginning 
of July 1780 tho pass of Chengama with lis two sons, 
and’ an army wnequalled in number and discipline by 
any brought in tho field"by a native prince oithor 
before ov sinca, with French officers of ability to guido 
tho operations, and Poomsah 10 manago,the Commis- 
savin, lis progress was marked by burning villages 
and mutilated populations, Port Novo was frst plun- 

“dered by his second son Kureem Snltib, and Arcot 
investod noxt, and Mhdvas itself was fox the third tine 
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visited on the 10th August by a party of flying 
horsemen. Placo after placo began to fall in the 
Camatic, while at the samo ‘timo’ Tollicherry and 
other British possessions on the Malabar Coast wore 
also threatened, 

Tho first operation of note was tho almost utter 
aunihilation, on the 10th September, of a detachment of 
British troops under the command of Colonol Baillie, 
which wa’ un ils way to join tho main army undor 
Muuro at Conjoveram, ‘Tho litilo band was hommed in 
by the whole of the Mysore forco in addition to the corps 
of Tippoo, who was specially deputod for tho purposo, 
and sustained tho confligt for a time with desperate 
valour, but was at last ontirely cu? up just as tho lofty 
minaret of Conjeveram, tho goal of thefr anxious hopes, 
and the termination of their porils, was glittering before 
theie eyes. ‘Two lundred Europcans, including officors, 
were taken ptisoners on th8 occasion, aud ondured 
hardships withoué o parallel in the annals of any country, 
though somewhat mitigated by tho generous offorts of 
French officers and Tippoo. 

Hydor in tho moantimo undortook the siege of 
Areot under the guidance of French officers, The tawn 
fell on the 81st October, ow six weeks from tho com. 
menecment of tho siege, and tho fort, which was not now 
tenanted by 2 Clive, surrendered on the 8rd of Novem- 
ber, ‘Tho inliabitants of this town wero tfented with 
a gencrosity unknown to Hydor’s natura, and the 
killadar, a Brohmin ‘named Achum Pundit, to whom 
Mahomed Ali had given the honorable title of Rajah 
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Bahador, was taken into his service, a civewfistance 
that stamps tho victory with suspicion, A number of 
captive boys wero exported from this place to Seringa- 
pata. 

In the midst of Hyder’s successes, Sir Eyre Coote 
took tho fiold on the 17th January 1780, and town after 
town that had already declared or was about to declare 
for Hyder, began to revert to the possession of its for- 
mor owners, On the opposite coast also, the rudiments 
of a maritime power, which Hydor was yenring in the 
ports of Mangalore and Calicut, were destroyed by Sir 
Edward Hughes, to the sore disappoititment of his am- 
bition. No genoral gngagoment however took place he- 
tween the two grand armics till the end of June, when 
after making a forced march of ono hundred, miles in 
two and a half days, Hyder placed himself between the 
English army and Cuddalore. Tere an ongagement 
took place on the morning of the Ist July 1781, which 
after raging furiously for six hours, drove the Mysore 
army precipitately, with loss estimated at 10,00Q in- 
eluding Meor Sahib, who received a mortal wound 
at tho head of his cavalry, Hyder was watching the 
events of tho battle from ao low stool on an ‘eminonte, 
and waa convoyed out of “danger by a faithful groom, 
who mado himself bold to force the slippers on his 
master’s fogt, saying “Weill bent them #o-motrow, in 
the mean timo mount your horse.” 21e loft the ficld 
pouring forth a torrent of abuse, the staplo of his clo- 
quenge, Tippoo’s attempt to tako Wandewash was like- 
wise frustrated by tho bravery of Captain Flint, - * 
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Ah offer of exchange of prisoners was made to 4 
Tlyder; but that ruthless chiof advised the Muglish Go- 
neral to put overy one of his mon to death, Tho 
message was, however generously met by the release on 
parole of 1400 Mysore prisonors, 

Two moro cngagomonts took place, The first was 
specially arranged by Ilyder, by the advice of his astro 
Jogers, to take place on tho 11th of ramzan, ov tho 31st 
of August ; the day rendered memorable by his vie- 
tory over Colonel Baillic, and in tho same position, 
though it actually took place four days cavlior, and the 
second occurred on the 27th of Septembor, near tho hill 
of Sholinghux, The former proved indecisive, and the 
latter ended in the yout of tho Mysvrg army with the 
loss of fiye thousand mon. On the Coast of Malabar, 
likewiso Iyder’s arms sustained a xeverag, tho ill-sub. 
dued native chiefs having combined with the Jnglish 
against him, and two of his dotachments, under Sirdar 
Khau and Muckdoom Ali, were nearly destroyed, whilo 
‘Tipyoo himself with his French corps of Monsiour Lally 
sustained a check, 

These Laie wore partially counterbalanced by 
suscesscs in Tanjore, whero & detachment under Colonel 
Braithwaite consisting of about to thousand men, was 
nearly cut 10 piccos by Tippoo, and the thin remnant 
escaped destzuction by the interposition of Monsiour 
Lally and ‘Lippoo, tho former of whom had to plunge 
his sword in tho bodies of five natives before the carnage 
ceased, Colonel Braithwaito sharod tho fate of Colo- 
Fel Baillic, Cuddalore and Permacoil wove also ecover- 
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ed by Iydcr, and a slight loss inflicted on Six Byro 
Coota’s army in an ambuscade whon that commander 
mado a movement menacing Arnco, 

* — Peaeo having been coneluded by the English with 
the Mahvallas, Sir Lyro Coote thought it a favorable 
opporlunity to opon a negotiation witl Tlyder, but ho 
was no match for the wily chioffain in diplomacy and 
made himself his dupe. 

An act was perpetrated in tho course of this cam- 
paign by a French Admiral, which demands a mention in, 
consequence of its enormity, Monsiew: Suffrain quietly 
handed over tho whole of the British prisoners in his 
oustody, to Iyder, 

Nothing of importance occurred tilltho 17th of 
Docomber 1782, when IIyder Ali breathed his last in 
his cightieth year from an ulcer on his back, which had 
afllictodl him for tho seven years preceding, thus clo- 
sing a career, which wag commenced aga trooper and 
conoluded as the ruler of a mighty state. 

The traits of the characfer of the deceased having 
alveady been delincated in tho various acts of his raign ; 
itis needless to repent thom horo, Suffice it to say that 
it was a character in which afew bright spots were intor- 
spersed on a dark ground, gnd had not o success in sms 
shod a lustre on it would havo been rogarded as déspi- 
“eablo. 

Tho death of Hydor Altwas kept a scéret by the care 
of Poorninh and Kxistna Row, two officers of the treasury, 
and his body having beon doposited in a chest filled 
witle aromatics, was gont from tho camp under an escort 
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asifit were valuablo plunder. Tho business went on 
as uenil, and onqniries after tho chicf’s health were 
answorad ‘tliat he was convalescont, but weak, One 
ouly of the persons cntrusicd with the scerol, viz,, Ma. 
homed Ameen, s commandant of four thousand horso, 
proved faithless, and had formetl the project of assassi- 
naling the members who administered the Government 
provisionally, and of ‘assuming their powers in the 
namo of Tlyder Ali’s sccond ‘son, a young man of 
weak: intellects, Tho plot was howover discovered, 
and the culprit sont off in ixons. 
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Accession of TippooAbandonment of the Carna- 
tie—Invasion af Lippoo’s Territories on the Western 
Coast by General Matthews—Investment of Mangalore 
and its brave defence—Discoveries of treachery and 
punishment—Conquests of Coorg and Igoor—Combina. 
tion of the Nizam and Mahwatias and the conclusion’ of 
peare—Tippoo’s visit to Calicut—IIis attack on the 
Travancore lines and repulse—War with the English— 
Battle near Suitia Mungalum—Visit to Pondicherry— 
The assiimption of the command of the British army by 
Lord Cornwallis—dttack on Bangalove—Purther dis- 
coveries of treachery and punishment—Battle near 
Seringapatam—Retreat of Lord Cornwallis and subse- 
quent measures—The arrival of the Madras and Bombay 
armies a second time before Seringapatam—Night at- 
tack on Tippoo’s camp—~Conelusion of peace——The des- 
patch of the hostage princes, 2 $ 


A camel courier travelling one hundred miles a day, 
onyeyed tho intelligonco of Myder’s death on the 11th 
to Tippoo Sulton, whilo ho was opposing the British 
troops on tho wostorn coast, Aftor appointing Sied 
Mahomed .as Governor of Seringapatam*and perform- 
ing the funeral coromonics of his father at Colar, he 
joined tho main army botween Vellore and Arnce on 
the socond day of Jpne 1783, or ih twenty-five days 

i 
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from the date of demise, To afforded ample acknow- 
ledgmonts to tho officers who had so feithfully dig. 
charged tho affairs of stato during tho interregnum, 
particularly to Poorniah, and took ponccable possession 
of an army of cighty-cight thousand mon and a treasury 
containing Ureo crores of rupecs, with jowels of consider- 
ablo amount, Tis first act was to pay the arrears dus 
to his troops, and to adopt certain popular measures, 
which ostablished him firmly in his fathor’s soat, 

On the 18th of ’ebruary 178, Genornl Stuart offered 
tho now rulor battle, but Lippoo abandonod the Carnatic 
-altogother, his presenco being yequired in his own domi- 
nious, as well to establish -his government as to ropel » 
formidablo invasion on the westtrn coast, Ceneral 
Matthews had arrived thero, taken the fort of Onore by 
storm, ad had recoived by surrender among others the 
rich capital of Bednoro with its dependencies, tarnishing 
however his glory by putting to tho sword all those 
that wero found in arms at Anantapoor and Mangalore, 

The General was staying at Bednore contouted 

with the vast spoils ho had amassed, amounting to about 
sighty one lacs of pagodas, exclusive of jowels, whon 
his roposo was disturbed on the Oth of April by the 
approach of 'Tippoo, Tho Sultan out off tho garrison 
from all supplics and succour, and weakened as it 
was by death | and discaso, reduced it to such straits that 
was compelled to surrondor on honorablé terms, on 
10 80th of April, but instead of being sent to the const 
3 had'beon stipulated, tho mon and officers wove march. 
wd offin chaine to Soringapatamy whore poison pit an 
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end to the Goneral’s lifo and sufferings, It might here 
be observed that tho Sultan was not the man hé was at 
Conjoveram and Tanjore, and that humanity liad desort. 
od him on the assumption of tho purple, 

‘Tippoo invested Mangaloro on the 4th of May 1783, 
with six thousand horse, three thousand foot, ono hun. 
dred piccos of cannon and a rospectabjo French force, 
The garrison consisting of 8,500 men maiptained its 
ground till January following, in spite of great priva. . 
tions and hardships, An armistice was Concluded by 
Tippoo in the intorval, on the Qnd of August, but the 
conditions were violated, ; 

Tho bravo defonco of Mangaloxe by the English 
garrison formed in ‘Sippoo’s mind a strong contrast with 
the conduct of~is own men, who had yielded the place 
up to his enemies, and ho therefore ordered thexecution 
of Roosium Ali and his partisan Mahomed Ali, to whom 
the fanlt was ascribed, * . 

the same fnte was shaved by othors also, consc~ 
quent on tho discovary of a fifot for the subversion of 
his government, r ° 

A. porson by namo Tiroomul Row, who claimed a de- + 
scent from ‘eroomal Iyengar, prime minister of Chicka 
Deo Raj, and who had hold some small appointment’ at 
Seringapatam, vosidod at Tanjore, Whether vith or 
without authority, ho concluded an engagomént with 
tho English on tho 27th Of Novembor 1782, on tho part 
of the Myaora Ranoo, in pursuance of which, Caroor 
was taken on tho 2nd April following, and the Mysore 
colors hoisted on its walls. Other places followed and 
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tho management of ihe wholo entrusted to Tiroomul 
Row, 
+ Shortly after the death of Mydor, Shamiah, the 
Post Mastor with his brother Rungiah, and one N ursing 
Row Chowkey, éntored into a conspiracy to effect a rovo- 
lution, gained over somo of tho troops, opened a carres- 
pondence with tho Unglish army under tho signature of 
Sooba Raj a descendant of Dulawoy Deo Raj, as a repre. 
sentative of tho royal family of Mysore, ‘Tho killaday 
of Scringapatam was to have been assassinated on the 
lth of July, but the plot was discovered by Sicd Maho. 
med aud reported to 'Lippoo, ,Shamiah and his brother 
wore confined in a cago, tho othor ving-leaders hanged, 
ama their infortors dragged at tho {bot of clophants, 
Nogotiations for peaco had been “opened by the 
Madras Government before the evacuation of the Cana. 
tie by ‘Tippoo, which aftor assmming various phases, 
resulted in the deputation of throe Commissioners to 
Tippoo’s camp to expedite tho matter. Military ar- 
rengemonts were also progressing at tho same tile, 
To “effect a diversion in favor of the gavrison of 
Mangalore, Colonel Fullerton had taken soveral places 
in the south between April and November 1788, and 
had even plannad tho capture of Soringapatam, with the 
co-operation of tho revolutionary party in tho capital, 
but after reosiving from tha, Commissionors 2 succos- * 
fsion of letters varying in tono with tho trontment they 
xpericnced in their progress, which was insulting in| 
he oxtromo, ho was finally directed to abandon all then, 
pnquests mate by him sinco theQGth July 1788." 
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Tippoo was himself heartily tired of the, siege, 
jt having cost him nearly half his mon, besides the 
separation of the French in consequence of the peace 
concluded in Europo, and tho brave struggle of the 
garrison had awakened such sympathy in tho hearts of 
the Mysore troops, that they used to beckon to the 
British sentinels to avoid thoiy fire, and at Inst the rom- 


* nant of tho garrison ovacuated tho place on the 23rd af 


January 1784, and a treaty of poaco was concluded on 
the 11th of March. 

Tho reversion of Mangalore to tho possession of 
Tippoo was signalized by, tho forcible circumcision of 
soveral thousands of native Qhristians, and their depor- 
tation to Soringapatim. Coorg and Tyoor were next 


_ conquered, and named respectively Zaifereabad and 


Munzerabad, and a largo portion of the male aud female 
population of the former, carried off to Seriugapatam, 
Tho yonr 1784 was Tikewiso marked by cnquixics 


* instituted by Tippoo into the inams held hy Brahwins, 


and thoir resumption, and tho year following by the 
revolt of tho Goorgs and their punishment by a cm- 
pulsory cireumeision of-the men, and the reception of 
tho women into the seraglio at Seringapatam, m 
Tippoo now tuxned hisearms against tho Nizam for 
the acquisition of Becjapoor, ani‘ againat tho Mahvattas 
for tho restoration of his father’s conquests, Tho two 
powers combined against hit’; and although ho trinmph- 
ed over them in his attacks, and pushed on tho war 
about a year, destroying imagos of worship and making 
forcible convosions, he was compelled at last to concludg 
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rn disadvantageous peace and to retwn to tho capital 
in 1787, 

Tn this year he caused the demolition of the anciont 
fort of Mysore with all its associations, and built 
another at some distance under the now name of 
Nuzzerbad, which by 2 strango vicissiiudo of fortune 
was dismantled in its twn in 1799, and contributed 
materialsfor the ro-construction of Mysore. 

Tippoo wont down to Calicut in January 1788, and 
yemained thera framing various ordinances, Tho most 
yemarkable of these was an ordinance constituting every 
forty of the detached houses which spread over the 
couniry, into a group, with an accouniant, a chief to 
suporintond the morals and to cotleot the revenue, and 
aSheikh-ul-Islam for cach district, for religious purposes 
alone, On tho approach of the rains, he ascended the 
ght, paying a visit to Coimbatore and Dindigul on his 
way, and canfying fire and sivord into the torrilory of 
the poligns depending _n upon them, roached Sorings- 
patam in August 1788, 3, aud there spent, according to 
his own auto-biegraply, to which he guava the proud 
title of the King of IListorios, four months in classing 
tho Sheikhs and Siods into difforent brigndos. By this 
timo his innovations had prevoked the Coorgs, who had 
lived liithorto under the mild management of Atshed 
Bég Khan, into smother rebellion, and Malabar had onco * 
again followed its oxamplé. * ippoo went out himself, 
restored a temporary quict to Coorg, rocciving nt the 
same tine a Coorg princess into his zenana with a viow 
do scoure tho permanent attachment of that nation, 
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which however ho never attained, Ife then descended 
into Malabar and gave full scope to his iconoclastic and 
prosolyting mania, The Nair Rajah of Clureul was 
treated byshim with courtesy at first, but was subse- 
quently doprived of his lifo and property. While in 
this neighbourhood Pippoo performed the initiatory 
coremouics connected with tho marringe of his son 
Abdul-Kalup,to the daughtor of the Becbec of Cannanore, 
and returned vf@ Coimbatore, augmonting his army on 
tho road, Anambassadox who was sent by Nizam Ali, 
met him ere with the present of a koran, to cement a 
union between the two Mahomedan powers in the south 
of India, but ‘Lippoo proposed as a preliminary, an 
alliance between theif families, at which the pride of tho 
Nizam recoiled adhd his intentions wore thus frustrated. 
The Nizam then concluded an alliance with the finglish, 
and although it was meant to bo defensive, and no 
{rosh treaty was ontored into, yet the interpretation, put 
upon somo of the clauses of the treaty already existing, 
manifested too clearly that Tippoo was held as an 
enemy by tho contracting parties, avd his possessibns 
as open to acquisition, in spite of the compact since 
ontored into with him, 3 

Thoso measures naturally irritated Tippoo, and a 


, cause was soon found for the burst of his fury. 


Tho Rajah of Travancoye, an old ally of the Company, 
had reccivdd from the noighbowring chief of Cochin, 
atributary of Tippoo, two small districts as a rotmn 
for assistance vendored, and a part of the Travancore 
lines “had eon constructed on the ceded portion, Te 
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1788 Tippoo offered his nasistanco to his dependant to 
recover his old possession, and the Unglish lent theiy 
ally, a small force to rosist the demand, In the year 
following or 1789, tho Sultan descended the ghit and 
summoned tho Dutch fort of Cranganore, which, with 
Tycottah bordored upon the wall. The maintenanee 
of the posts being cqually important to the Dutch and 
to the Rajah of Travancore, tho latter propared to join 
tho former and applicd for British assistance. Tt was 
refused, as the territory did not form a part of Travan. 
core, and to constitute it auch, tho rajah purchased 
both the places from the Dutch, 'Tippoo reprobated 
tho transaction as illogal, on the ground that Crangas 
nore was situated in the territory of his tributary, and 
the Rajah of Travancore contendodv that hoth the’ 
districtsavere old Dutch conquests from the Portuguese, 
The Governor General concurred in tho latter view, 
and ordered Active proparations fov resistance to be 
made in caso of invasion, suggesting at tha same time 
to Tippoo the mutual ‘appointment of Commissioners 
to ary tho point af issue, 

Without waiting for deliberation, tho Mysorean 
chiof on tho 14th of December, placed tho garrison of 
Teilicherry undor a blockade, and gradually encroaching 
upon tho Travancore lines, commenced tho construction 
of hattovics on tho 25th, and oarly on tho morning of . 
tho 20th, int?oduced o portion of his troops: within the 
wall, But, beforo ho could force the gate to push the 
rost in, a trifling resistanco offered by a body of two 
hundred men, throw his troops, into confusion, and - 
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drove them ‘back with heavy slaughter. Tippoo him- 
golf was thrown down by his palankeon beaver’, and 
escaped being trampled to death by his own troops by 
the exortions of some active and faithful Chelabs, 
His scals, ving and personal ornaments fell into the 
hands of the onemy, and he suffered bodily injurics 
which afflicted him through life. . 

Tippoo having thus manifosted his hostiljty by an 
overt act, the Inglish concluded aon alliance with the 
Mabrattas and tho Nizam on tho 1st of Junc, and the 
4th of July 1790, respectively, on the condition of equal 
partition of conquests, and combined action in peace or 
wa', and commenced warlike operations, 

After the repulse of tho “attack on the Travancore 
lines the Sultan wrote disavowing the act as an un- 
authorized raid of his troops, and adding that there was 
nothing left for the deliborations of a commission as he 
had examined the point litsclf, but that fF the Gover- 
nor General chose, he might send one or two men to 
sottle the matter. In spite ofthese professions, he 
made himself master of the towns ofaTravancore ahd 
Cranganore, as well as of the whole of the northorn por- 
tion of the district, razed the lines and gave the. 
countty up to dosolation, ‘Sho nocessity of defending. 
his own toxritorios however stopped his carccr at this- 
stage, and compelled him to fly to his capital, on the 
2dth of Mays 

Te had, but two days before, written to Goneral 
Medows, the Governor of Madras, lamenting the mis- 
understanding that hadeled to the assemblage of troops,,. 
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and offering to send an embassy of dignity “ to remove 
the dist by which the upright mind of the Genoral had 
been obscured.” Tho reply was, that tho English 
 oqually incapable of offering an insult as of submit. 
ding to one, had always looked upon war as declared 
fvom tho momenf you attacked their ally, tho king 
of Travancore,” ¢ 

Trop the plains of Trichinopoly, Genoral Mcdows 
marched at tho head of the Carnatic army on tho 15th 
of June 1790, and ontcring the Mysore country took 
Caroox, Arnacourchy, Daharapoorum and Coimbatoor, 
the last of which ho found evacuated by tho Sultan’s 
kinsman Sied Sahib, Dindigul and Palghatchorry like~ 
wise foll into his hands aftor m slight resistance, as 
Suttiamungalum and Hrode did intethose of Colonel 
Floyd, Tho killaday of Dindigul defended his post 
bravely fora time, but his oporations being cramped 
by tho desertion of his mon*ho was compelled to sur. 
render, 

In the month of S8ptember the Sultan descended 
the Gujjelhutty pass with a large force, leaving Poornia 
in chargo of his heavy stores and baggage on the sum- 
mit, and on the moming of the 13th, opened o canno. 
ndde on Colonel Floyd’s mop at Suitiamungalum, which 
did considerable oxcoution, IZo was ongaged during 
that day and tho following, suffering,as much loss him. 
self as ho initicted on his ¢némics, but being ultimately 
intimidaicd by the report of the junction of Medows, 
which Ployd dextorously circulated, and the intelligonco 
of tho death of Burhamudeon, his kinsman and one of 
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the bravest of his officers, ho allowed Floyd to cross the 
Bhavany without a pursuit. IIo recovered however 
Prodo and Dharapooram, 

Baramahal was invaded on the 24th October, and 
as soon as tho news reached ‘Lippoo, he hasicnod thither 
with three fourths of his army, inflicted considerable 
Joss on the cnomy in their cavalry and after a scrics of 

" well planned mancouvres to atinck, whieh the superior 
skill of Coloncl Maxwell defeated, tho two armies bran~ 
ehed off in November, Tippoo’s towards Trichinopoly, 
and Maxwell’s towards Céverypatam, 

At the suggestion of,his treasurer Kristna Row, 
who was the only porson now,admitted to his counsels, 
Tippoo formed the Uesign of carying war into the 
heart of his cneu?y’s tervitorics, but as the riyer Céyory 
which was now high, opposed a barrier, he contented 
himself with plundoring the island of Seringam with 
athor places at hand, On ihe approach of General 
Medows, ho moved northwards and after being beaten 
back from ‘hingar by Captoiff Flint, and making an 
ensy conquest of Pormacoil and Trimnomalee, at the 
latter of which places le committed horrible outrage 
and qruolty on the garrison, proceeded to Pondicherry, 
and engaged tho services of a Frenchman to go upon 
amission to hia sovereign for six thousand Trench 
troops. ‘The ombassy sorygd only to amuse the French 
king and queen with tho shabby finery "of Tippoo’s 
present. 

Whilo his attention was absorbed by the negoti- 
ationd with the Fronchy almost all his possessions on the, 
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Malabar Coast with its disaffected population, submitted 
spoodily to Colonel Torthy and General Abercromby 
the Govarnar of Bombay, the Mysovean Commander 
Hussein Ali, flying to the capital with his treasuro, 
aficr sustaining a defeat on tho 10th of December, 
Lord Cornwallis arrived at Madras in person, assumed 
the command of tho army on the 29th January, and 
commonosd his march on the 6th VWebruary 1791, The 
intolligonce aroused ‘Lippoo, and he hastily ascended the 
ghat by the Chengama and Policode passes, and hold 
himself in readiness 10 oppose the ascont of the inva- 
ders by any of tho usual easy,zoules. But the Governor 
General defeated his projocls by making o feigned 
march, and ascended by tho less frequented pass of 
Moogly, about the 21st of Fobruary. ‘Without making 
an effort to check his progress, Tippoo hurried to 
Bangslore to protect his harem, and Lord Cornwallis 
safely eneampod before tho t6wn on tho 5th of March, 
repulsing a slight attack on his baggago. 

Tho pettah of Bangaloro was takon on the 71h 
wita a loss of two thousand mon to the Mysoreans, and 
only thiricen to the English, and the neccssary pre- 
parations having been mado for o siego af the fort, the 
walla were esenigded on the night of tho 21st March, 
‘Tho garrison offered a vigorous resistance at frst, but 
when the brave old killadar Buhandorkhan fell, its 
offoris died Sway, and » uumbor amonnting to about 
one thousand, attompting to csenpe through a choked 
passage, perished in the Mydore gate, 

Tippoo had carly intelligeneo of the hour df os. 
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seult and had removed out of the scone of danger. Ie 
tried to throw succours into the foit, but it was too 
late. Discovorics were mado at this time of treachery 
on tho part of his poople, which ficd a temper already 
soro with misfortune into various acts of cruclty, The 
walking stick of an emissary from the intelligence de. 
partment of tho British army, was found to contain a 


tveasonous letter from Mahomed Abbas, a* Brahmin » 


forcibly cireumeised. ‘ho name of Sashagerry Row, 
the brother of the treasurer, being mixed up with the 
affair, ha fled to his brother for safety. Abbas fully 
confessed his share, but refused to implicate others, and 
“how long,” said Tippoo, “have you been a traitor,” 
from tho poriod tht you began to circumcise Brah- 
mins aud destrdy their temples” was tho undaunted 
yeply, Ilo was dragged to death at the féet of an 
clephant, and the Proeatues Kristna Row and his three 
brothers wore strangled.’ 

Devenbully and Httle Bollapoor yielded to the 
English; and several poligars, who were tributaries to 
the Mysore State, tondered their allegiance, a ste? for 
which they had bitterly to repant afterwards, 

Avoiding the Muddoor road, on which Tippoo had 
taken his post, tho Goyetnor General took the more 
civeuilous ono of the Kankanhully, and passing over a 
country where, every vesijgo of foinge was destroyed 
and uo huthan being was ‘o be secon, yeached Arraker- 
ray, about nine milos from Seringapalam. The river 
being (ull at this place, and the dam across it found 
irrefragable, tho British commander resolved upgn 
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crossing at Cannumbaty, cight miles above Soringapa. 
tam, but the Sultan had cucumped in a strong position 
six miles in front, De intended at first to have sont 
his family and those of'bis officers with tvonasuro to 
Chituldioog, but his mother, who possessed great 
influence ovor him, wisely @issuaded him from his 
purpose as tending to betway signs of fen, and had 
likewise, # hor son’s desire, written to the favorite wifo 
of Nizam Ali, asking Ins forgivencas of hor son’s offences, 
and ascribing them to tho pride and intoxication of 
youth. ‘Lhe son had in tho monn time ordered tho 
destruction of the bridge over, tho northorn bank of tho 
river, and the obliteration .of all the obsceno caricatures 
of the English and Mahomed Ali on tho walls of tho 
houses, with the crucl assassination of the romaining 
English Goys ivained in singing and dancing, whom he 
had detained in violation of the treaty of 1784, an order 
which had heoh extended to vfutive state prisoners. 

On the 14th tho British Goncral tried to force Tippoo 
to an engagement, which he readily accepted, and guided 
“tho“operations of cho day in person in a manner highly 
creditable. But British discipline and valour wiumph- 
od,,and he was pursued until he found sheltor under tho 
works of Seringapatam. =» 

Lord Cornwallis reached Cunnumbady, and finding 
his granary empty, his hospijpl glutted, and his mortali- 
ties increasing, determined upon rotroat 3 amd ordering 
Goyeral Abereromhy back, and consiguing all his 
battering train and heayy cquipmenis to the carth, 
vammenced to retrace his steps on tho 26th May.” As 
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for the allies of the inglish, tho Mahratlas,undor Purse- 
yam Bhow and ILuvy Punt had taken Dawwar hfter a 
prave defence hy Brudrud Zemakhan, with Raidroog, 
Seern and other places on both sides the Toombhudra, 
and the Nisam/’s troops had takou possession of Capull, 
Bahauder Bundw: and Guyjeccotiah, with some others, 
and both tho forces joined the British army in its 
rotreat, - 

As only as the 18th of Fobruary, Tippoo addressed 
alotter to Lord Cornwallis, offering to send or to re~ 
coivo an agent to arrange the terms of peace, and 
repented tho sare on the 27th of March, and again on 
tho 17th of May. The Governor General geucrously 
wrote on the Srd of, ‘March, “offering to send the hody 
of the killadar of Bangalore, and liberated the wounded 
prisoners, Ie insisted at first on Tippoo’s stating his 
wishes in writing, and offered to suspend hostilities if 
he chose, but ultimately condescended so fur os to 
oxpress his willingness to send deputies from tho allies 
to Bangalore, and the veterdh diplomatist Appajce 
Ram procceded to represent his master, but hadyno 
opportunity of oxhibiting his talents, When the army 
was advancing in view of Soringapatam, Tippoo sent 
loads of fruit with a lottery from his secictary to the 
Persian interproter of tho Governor General, but the 
prosont was veined, 

Lord Cornwallis reached Muddoor and summoned 
tho hill-forts in the neighbourhood, Iooliyoordroog 
yiclded, but nol Ootradvopg and Savendroog. 

All tho posts situgtod on the line of communication 
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with the Camatic and with therNizam’s territories were 
noxt itken with onse, except Nindidroog, another of the 
bulworks of Mysore, situated on a hill abont 1,700 fect 
in hoight aud defended by the brave Loolf Ali Bog, Tt 
fell however by assault on the 9th of October 1791 with 
only a trifling loss, General Medows, tha commandor, 
sonding previously a message 10 the garrison to let the 
women and children go out of tho fort, 

Most of tho forts in tho Baramahal yielded also to 
tho Tinglish, oxcept Kristnagorry, to which placo a 
new killadar had bean sooretly conveyed by order of 
‘Nippoo with additional forces ; but theso succosses were 
counterbalanced by the swrender of Coimbatore to 
Kummer Ooddecn Khan off the 8rd of November, after 
a brave defonco by Liculonants Chalmers and Nash, 
the garrison being marched off by tho victor to Soringn.- 
patam in opposition to the terms of capitulation, 

The wants of Lord Cornsvallis having beon fully 
supplied by this timo, ho turned his allention to the 
yoad leading 10 Scriifgrpatam and tho strongholds 
guogding it, Savendroog or roek of doath, appropriately 
so styled no less from the wnhoalthinoas of tho climate 
than from the formidabloness of the placo, was takon 
by ‘assault with inovedible Inbour, and Ootradroog, 12 
milos west of it, yiolded noxt aftor a slight resistance, 
Tho other places being cowed into submission, Tord 
Cornwallis’ wey to Scringapaam was soon clear, 

The Nizam’s force besicged Goornaconda and suc. 
cecdad after a longth of time in capturing the lower 
fort only. Iyder Sahib, the cldcst son of ‘Nippoo, having 
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in tho courso of a flying visit, thrown suecowr into the 
place, simultaneously aA removing the familic$ of the 
principal personages from it, 

The Mahrattus under Purscram Bhow, after a 
fruitless altompt against Chituldroog, commenced 
operations between the rivers Toonga and Bhudra, - 
Tlolay Ionore was taken by storm on tho night of the 
20th December 1791, and Shimoga fell op the 2nd 
of Summary 1792, efter a victory over » Mysorcan 
genoral with ton thousmd men, but the town was 
re-taken by another detachment, and the Mahvatta chief 
retracing his steps joingd the British army before 
Soringapatam on the 10th of March, 

On the 18th of January "1792, the Bombay army 
wnder General eAboycromby, with the whole of its 
artillery, encamped at the foot of the Seedaseey Ghat. 

Tippoo, whose dintinished resources had driven the 
Brinjarries, in his own tefritories, to fursish supplies to 
his enemies, moved in person northwards to cover a 
couvoy from Bodnore, and outing a detachment of 
Purservam Bhow in tho vicinity of Mudgerry, snd 
terrifying into flight the Mahratta garrison of Great 
Ballapoor, returned to his capital, A party of his horse 
paid a sudden visit to the,vicinity of Madins in tho 
month of January 1792, in spite of the powerful armies 
that guardod the Carnatic and prossed to tho heart of 
tho dominions of Mysor%,* but the hovsemen were 
invisiblo before the noxt suntiso, s 

On the 25th of Jaunary 1792, the British army was 
joined by the Nizam’s contingent undor Prince Seeun- 
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der Jah, and afler receiving by suiiinsrion the hill-fort 

of Looliyoordtoog, veachetl onthe Sth of February the 

barren heights 1o the north-cast of Soringapatam, and 

took up its ground with its right towards the Maileot- 

tah hill, and its left lo tho cluster of rocks known by 
* tho name of Fronch Rocks, six miles from the Sultan’s 
camp. From this place they had a distinct view of the 
strong fortress of Scringapatam, situated on an island 
formed by two branches of tho Citvery, which, separat- 
ing from cach other, onclosed a space of about a milo and 
a half in breadth, and united ab tho distance of about four 
miles from their point of separation, A bound hedgo of 
bamboos and thorny shruhs.ran round the island, and the 
Sultan was encamped on tho northérmn side between the 
hedge and the river,his front being gleferttled by an irriga. 
tion chaifnel, excavated by Chicka Davaray, with the rice 
ficlds watered by il, and by the winding of tho-Tiockwany 
or Lockapavany river, whichdischarged itself into the 
Cévory at the footof the Kurryghutte hill, his right by 
tho hill itsclf, and hia lofby ono of tho redoubts which 
had becn construated to heighten tho natural strength 
of tho place, Inthe wostorn angle of the island, is 
siluatod tho triangular fortyoss, washed by branches of 
tho Cfivery on two sides, and defonded on iho third 
ox casiern side by redoubts, batteries, ditches, dray- 
bridges, and all othor advantages of modern fortifiertion, 
Ono hundred heavy picces df ordnance disposed to the 
best advantago, guarded tho out-works, and at least three 
times that number were employed in the fort and island, 
Tho Sullan’s army was estimated ot fifty thofsand 
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cavalry and an cqual ifamber of infantgy, and to in- 
spire theso with courages thoir sovercign himse?f com~ 
mandod the right and centre, and had his green tent 
pitched near the most castorly of the redoubts. 

«Tho Governor General, though not yet joined by the 
Bombay amy, thought it advisable to attack ‘Tippoo on 
tho night following that of his arrival, namely the 6th 
of Fohruary 1792, and accordingly loft his encampment 
at about half past cight p. m., leaving his artillery he- 
hind, and dividing the rest of the army into three divi- 
sions, of which he commanded the centre one himself 
to the great astonishment of the allies. While the 
moon shone brightly as i to behold the operations of 
that eventful night,»the three columns started simul- 
tancously and avound their way in solemn silence, 
which was only interrupted by the firm footsteps of the 
troops. Between 10 and 11 o’clock the advanced divi- 
sion of the centre col@mn of three ¢housand seven 
hundred firelocks, camo in contact with a guard of 
Mysore cavalry, which was oecdrting a party of rocket- 
mon, and tho guard galloped back to, communicate the 
intelligence to tho army, while the men, true to their, 
duty, commenced throwing a quantity of rockets at the 
approaching column, Thg column re-doubled its pace, 
and in a quarter of an hour after the alarm was given, 
ontored tho Mysore lines, tho othor two columns follow- 
ing tho example in half ah hour more, The Mysoreans 
oponed an ill-directed fire against their enemies, who 
pushed on notwithstanding, and they tlicveforo gave 
way panic stricken gpd fled in confusion, The victors 
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and the vimguished crossed tae river and gained the 


island ‘together, and would probabiy have entored the 
fort simultancously, had not tho gates been closed 
and tho bridge drawn up in time to oxelude tho foes, 
Tho pettah of Shahar Gunjam was takon with case, as 
were the battcrics and redouhts, except the mosque 
vedoubt, which was only carriod after a most sanguina- 
ry struggla, that cost tho assailants the lives of cleven 
officers and cighty men, and the defenders four hundred 
mon and their brave cormmandant, 

Tho Sultan had just finished his evening repast 
when tho alarm was given, and poreeiving by the help 
of moonlight the mass of fugitives and an extended 
column, making dircetly towards *the ford, concluded 
that his camp had been penctrated, leftrit precipitately, 
and withthe cnemy at his heels crossed the river, took 
his station on a part of tho fort which commanded tho 
viow, and coniuued there tifl morning issuing orders 
and spending one of tho most anxious nights in his lifo, 

Tippoo’s French corps commanied by M, Vigio 
maée its escapo iq the night, and ten thousand Coorgs, 
whom he had forced into his service, betook themselves 
to their native woods, while at the samo timo several 
Entropeans, who rontdored their unwilling obedience to 
Tippoo, gained their liberty. A gront portion of the 
treasure which had beon collected in tho camp for the 
payment of tfoops would have also heen lost? had it not 
been for the bravery and loyalty of his tronsurer Poor 
niah, who suecocded in a shower of shot to convey his 
chargo safe into the fort, thowgh soveroly «wounded 
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himself by a musket ball The total loss sustained by 
the English in that night was about five hundred, and 
that of ippoo in killed alone, came up to cight times 
the number, his whole loss under all heads having beon 
found by the morning roports to be twenty-three thon- 
sand men. ‘Tho ‘Hnglish army had taken a strong 
position on the eastern side of the fort in front of the 
Devia Dowlut gardan, a repository of the chatceat fruit 
antl flower trees, which had now beon shorn of its oma- 
ments to supply the matorials for war, and attempts 
wore made to dislodge them from it, as also from the 
redoubt named after the Sultan. “ Have I no faithful 
servant to retrieve my honor,%,said Lippoo with extreme 
mortification, but all4_m vain, + 

Lie thevefor8 turned his atloution to negotiation, 
antl on tho evening of the 8th of sebruary;*deputed 
Lieutenants Chalmers and Nash, the officers taken at 
Coimbatore, to Lord Cornwallis, with the fetters contain- 
ing offers of peace, and whilo discussion was going on, 


groachorously despatched a body of horsemen disguised 


in tho habiliments of the Nizam’s troops to assassirhhte 
tha commandov-in-chicf in his tent. The plot was 
however soon discoverer! anit disconcerted. ‘ 

On tho 10th tho Mnglsh were reinforced by, tho 
Bombay army unlor General Abereromhy, which took 
its ground on (he north sidg, and by the a2ud, the traver- 
ses and inches necessary for tho siego,were nearly 
completed, notwithstanding Tippoo’s strenuous efforts 
to interrupt the work, 

4tho peace negotiations were progrossing simultane. . 
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ously. ‘Thee Mysorcan vakeofs, Ghoolam Ali and Ali 
Reizah were received in the Ihritish camp on the 14th, 
and the conferences were continued from the 15th to 
the 2lst, and on the 22nd the ultimatum was despatch. 
ed, ‘ippoo assembled all the principal officers of the 
army in the great mosque and sought their advice. 
They unanimously offered to lay down their lives in 
defence ef the capital, Lut hinted with various shades 
of expression that the army was disheartened and unre- 
liable. 

Aftor a great mental struggle, Tippoo reluctantly 
acceded on the 28rd to the proposition of the allics to 
cele one half of his terrjtorics, to pay threo crores and 
thinty lacs of rupecs,«part payable immediately, and 
the balance, by instalments not exceeding four months 
each, and to dcliver two of his sons as hostages, ‘Tho. 
eldest of Lippoo’s sons was about twenty years of age, 
and had takefi a considerablé share in the last war. Of 
the two next who were to be delivered as hostages, one 
named Abdul Khahik was about ton, and the other 
named Moizoodgen, eight. ‘tho separation of children . 
of this tender age from the zenana, for the purpose of 
being consigned to the custody of forcigners, naturally 
led to some delay. Tord Cornwallis humanely offered 
to wait upon the princes in person in their tents, and 
to allow in addition to their own atlondants, a eareful ¢ 
officer and i battalion of sepoys for thoi guard, and 
Tippoo answered with tho like courtesy, that he could 
by no means cousent that his Lordship should take 
fhe trouble of waiting first up@u his sons, and that 


‘ 
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having poxfect reliance ortho honor of Lord Cornwallis, 
it was his own partionlal] desire and vequest, thfit the 
princes should be conducted’ at once to his own tent 
and delivered into hig hands. ‘ 

About noon on the 26th, the princes left tho fort, 
cach seated on asilver howdah on the back of an elephant, 
richly caprisoncd, accompanied by their fathor’s vakcels, 
also mounted on clephants. ‘The processiog was led 
by sevoral camel larcavas, and scven standard bearers 
carrying small greon flags, followed by one hundred 
pikomon with spears inlaid with silver, and the rear 
was brought up by a guard of two hundred of 'Tippoo’s 
sepoys and a party of horse. |, 

An immense crowd of spegtators lined the ram- 
puts, and the Sultan himself graced tho roof of the 
gateway by his presonce, A royal salute was fired 
from the fort on the departure of tho princes, which was 
re-cchoed by tho pak ¢f British artifery on their 
yeaching tho camp. Captain Kennedy, the English 


negotiator, and the vakecls of the allies, received tho’ 


princes in their own tents and conducged them to tlase 
of the Commander-in-Chief, Ile received them at tho 
door, embraced them and led them in and seated them 
one on ench side, “These chilfren,” addveasod fhe 
head vakeel, “wore this morning tho sona of the 
Sultan my mastor. They must now look up to your 
Lordship as a fathor2* Tort Cornwallis ssured both 
the princes and the vakocls with earnestness, that they 
should uot focl the loss of a father’s care, and the faces 
of tite childron wore brightened up, which moved tho 
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wholo of the,spectators. ‘The Qovernor General present. 
edeact of the princes with a ggld watch, which appeared 
to give them great satisfaction Their deportment on tng 
occasion astonished the whole assembly and hetokengd 
the care with which they had been brought up. On 
the day following, Lord Cornwallis returned the visit of 
the princes in their own tents, They camo out to 
reccive hyn, when he embraced them md ‘Ted them as ‘ 
beforo in either hand, They were now more at their 
ease and spoke with animation and grace, [ach of the 
princes prosented his Lordship with a fine Persian 
sworl, and he made them a prosent of some clogant 
firo arms in return, In all this ceremony thero was, 
says Major Dirom, an pyo witness) “a degree of siate, 
“order and magnificence, much supavior to what we 
“had sean amongst our allies,” Tho external state of, 
‘Tippoo’s kingdom likewise received the praise of the 
same Officer, ~ e 

Tho adjustment of the terms of the treaty of peace 
occasioned some delay, “Lord Cornwallis, sensible of 
the assistance rendered to the Bombay army by the » 
Rajah of Coorg, insisted on the cession of his territories, 
and Tippoo bearing in mind his flight from confinement 
in 1788, and likewiso the importance of tho possossion 
of Coorg as opening the casicst communication between, 
his territories and those of tho English, on the westorn + 
coast, was bent upon retaining it, , 

The discussion had nearly re-kindled the flame of 
war, when Tippoo yielded. 


On tho 19th of March, the treaties were reciprocally 
\ 
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delivered, Some words hat dropped from one of the 
vakecls of the allies duripg the ceremony, appearing to 
the young princo who was}charged with tho delivery of 
ihe treaty, as expressions of (lissatisfaction, ho indignant. 
ly asked him at what lo muttered, and added “You may 
woll be silont; your masters havo reason to bo plens- 


ofl? 
* Tho révenue of Tippoo’s dominions, according to 


tho admitted schedules, was two crores and thirty soven 
lacs of rupees, half ofswhich was now ceded. ‘The 
Mahvatia frontior was once more advanced to the 
river Toongabhudra, and the share allotted to tho Nizam 
oxtonded from the Pounar to the Kristna, including the 
forts of Qunjecotta pnd Cudapa, Tho British share 
consisted of thrgo portions: the first, on ihe westorn 
frontier of tho Carnatic, including Baramahal and the 
lower ghits ; the second, a district surrounding Dindigul; 
and the last, the dominions tributary to dippoo onthe 
coast of Malabar. 
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Tiynoo’s despair—his fiscal arrangements— His 
curious reforms in the internal adminisirvation-—The re- 
turnof the hostage princes ~Cham Raj’s death—Tippoo’s } 
endeavours to or ganize a coalition against the English— 
The arrival of Ripaud and thg embussy to the Isle of 
Prance—Malartie’s proclamation and the measures adopt- 
ed by the Barl of Mornington—Tippoo’s evasive replies 
—Lord Harris’ assumption of command—Battle of Pe- 
riapatam—Battle of Méfavully Lord Harris’ arrival 
before the capital— Operations af the giege—Atiempt at 
negotiation and Sailure—Assault and fall of Seringa- j 
patam—The Sultan's occupation during the siege and his* 
dealh—Faie af Meer Sadugk—The submission of the 
country to the conquer'ors—The deliberation regarding the 
disposal of the Territorigs—Allowances to the sons of 
Tippoo and the erhialpal officers of the state—The de« 
pariure of Tippoo’s sons, 


A portion of tho stipulated moncy was paid on 
the spot, and the allied axmy roturnod, ‘Tho hostage 
princes with their retinue, accompanicd iho Govornoy 
General, and wore comfortably lodgod at Madvas in a> 
manner snifablo to their fank and dignity, an officer by 
name Colonel Dovoton being placed in chargo of thom. 

No sooner had all the bustlo subsided than the 
Ahoughts of Tippoo reverted to the hoavy losses he had 
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suffered, and tho deep Wounds that had poon inflicted 
on his pride, Ile shut ypimself up for some dys in a 
sceluded apartment in ai} agony of despair, and it was 
only at the carnest entreaty of the females of tho zena~ 
na that he emerged. The first thing that demanded 
his attention was the mode in which the balance duc 
to the confederate powers was to be realized, Ile 
sought thé advice of his counsellors, and they recom - 
mended the lovy of contributions. It was determined : 
that one crore and ton Mes of rupees was to be paid from 
the treasury, sixty lacs by the military, and sixty lacs 
by the ciyil establishments, under the namo of nuzzer- 
ana. ‘The Iasi fell on the country at large and sorely 
oppressed the populagion, dviving @ portign of them to 
seck an asyluman Baramahal and other neighbouring 
districts, though there was a large balanco stapding in 
the accounts for several ycarsafterwards, The Sultan’s 
capriciousness, fanaticisr®, and spivil of einnoyatior, in- 
creased with his misfortunes, and were carricd to the 
vergo of insanity ; and asaadre fitting opportunity 
might not offer of relating the various measures ofhis 
yeign, which are stamped more or less with the quali- . 
ties of his mind, a cataloguo of tho most important of 
them will be given hore without reference to the order 
of date, 

Under tho head of military organization, it may be 
montioned Jhat in additio& 4o the classigcation of the 
army into Sicds and Sheikls, &c., regulations wore in- 
troduced in Persian with tho aid of the great innovator 


Tinoel Abadeen, somowhat in accordance with the Euro~ 
. hal 
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pean system, and it was intend/d to havo eatablished a 
navy ta vio with that of Engle id. An improvement of 
the fortifications of Soringapat im was also commoncod, 
and laborers impressed from all parts of the county 
for the work, 

Tho fiscal and yovenue arrangomonts consisted 
principally in the prohibition of all exports aud imports 
for the protection of domestic trade, and to intordic- 
tion of the growth of poppy seeds, with the abolition of 
liquor shops to check intoxicagon. A board of trado 
was also organized with a ncw code for its guidance, 
and it was in contemplation to have established some~ 
thing like a bank, whilo the ofhte itself monopolized the 
profits of money changgrs.” The weights and measures 
were all changed,as was tho language in which tho 
accounts, were kept, preferonca being given to the 
Porsian over the language of the country. Lands and 
monoy allowarces granted t» Hindoo pagodas, as well 
as the eorvice inams of potails, were confiscated, and an 
income was raised by? dividing the houses in the fort 
of Roringapatam into separate wards for separate classes, 
and putting prices upon them. The rovenue regula- 
tions of Chicka Deo Raj, however, remained unaltored , 
bud they were published as the ordinances of tho Suilan 
himsolf, with the addition of one, directing the sciaure of 
Christians and the confiscation of their property. 

The conatry was divided into a multifude of dis- 
tricts with a staff of officers for oach, and the names of 
all places, all offices, and all departments of state 
suffored a change. ‘The calendar itself was most 
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enviously transformed, ahd tho commencament of the 
hizira fixed from tho miwlood or birth of Mahomed 
in opposition to the practice of the whole Muhomedan 
world, 

As rogards sclections for offices, the Sultan fancied 
that he could discover hy mere look the capacity of a 
person ‘for business whon a phalanx of candidates was 
paraded betoro him, and ib is needless to say that the 
nominations were injudicions toa proverb. ‘Ihe pro- 
(cession of Mahomedanisrh was in the eyes of the Sultan 
in itself an all powerfil recommendation. 

Ji may here be added that another ridiculons 
notion had taken possession of the Sultan’s disordered 
brain, namely, that dio was gifjed with the power of 
granting a loase of life beyond the limits assigned by 
Providence, and ho made a most liberal use of id, 

The manner in which complaints were heard and 
disposed of can best bo ilfustrated by a single cxaifple. 
A numbor of ryots appeared on a certain occasion 
before their sovercign tagcomplain of exaction, Meer 
Saduck, the dewan,’ admitted the facg and said it was 
mada on account of nszerana, which silenced the 
Sultan at oneo, The dowan, however, holding oul to 
tho ryots a hope of fulnye immunity, suceceded ¢in 
inducing {hem to agreo to pry thirty-seven ond a half 
por cont additional, and this cireumstance being 
brought to. the notice of ‘Nppoo, as demonstrating the 
falschood of their complaint, the potail or head man 
was hing on the spot, aud the inercase extended to the 
whole af the Mysore dpmiuions, 
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Tn the Andieial branch, fle Mahomedan Law was 
admiiistered in allits integVity by kézces in the 
districts, and by e Sudder Avtlalné at the capital, and 
a Penal Codo was introduced, which was oxtremely cruel 
in its provisions. 

Schools and religions institutions were established 
in every town to instruct tho youths in tho doctrines of 
Islam and to make converts, and a superb mosque was 
constructed at Seringapatam, which was honored by tho 
presence of the Snitan himsol! every Mriday. To mark 
his attachment to the faith still more, all articles of 
furniture in the palace, including a throne constructed 
in 1786, but never used, bore the stripes of the tiger, the 
emblem of Ali, the brother-in-law of the prophet, who 
made converts at the point of the sword, and the Go. 
vernmont of tho Sultan was styled Koodadad Sirkar, | 
‘the gift of God,” 

‘To resume the thread of the narrative, Lippoo was 
enabled in about two yoars to pay the balance duo to the 
Fast India Company i in aceorgance with the treaty, and 
the hostage princes returned in charge of Major Doveton 
on the 29th March 1794, and were recaived by their 
father at Devanhully. ‘Che officer that escorted the 
princes made ovortures by ardor of his Governmont for 
amore amicable alliance, but Tippoo received thom 
with frigid civility. 

ChamRej Wadior, thé titular sovercigneaf Mysore, 
died of small pox in 1796, and Tippoo considoring it 
unnecessary to appoint a successor, removed the family 
from its place of residence and plundered the ornaments, 
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But a higher power held in storo a bettgr fortune for 
tho family, and an awfal fate for its ernel oppressor. 

Tippoo now commapecd to strain every nerve to 
form a coalition for the dxpulsion of the English from 
India, Embassies were despatched at various times to 

, the Ottoman Porte and to the court of Cabul; letters 
exchanged with Arabia, Porsia, and Muscat, and agents 
omployod nt Delhi, Onde, Hyderabad and Poona, tho 
object sought in the two last named courts boing two- 
fold, namely, an alliance with tho sovercigns themselves, 
and the seduction of their officers from them, Even 
the petty princes of Joudpoor, Jaiya Nugur, and Cash. 
mere, did not escape an Ynvitation to join this mighty 
coalition. ® 7 . 

Tho French in particular were repontedly applied 
to, but this source of help proved the causo of ,‘Tippoo’s 
ruin, 

Tn an ill-fated how: 4n the carly pet of 179%, the 
stress of weather drove a Hrench privatcor to the const 
of Mangalore, having on boaxd ah obscure individual by 
namo Ripaud. This person ropresonted himself tg be 
the second in command at tho Islo of Franco, and, being 
sont by Ghoolam Ali, the former envoy to tho court of 
Trance, to Seriugapatam, was honored with sevoral intor- 
viows with the Sultan. Zu the course of thesa, ho took 
occasion to extol tho power and magnify tho resources 
of his countrymen, and addled that a considerable forco 
was assombled at tho Islo of Franco waiting for tho 
Sultan’s summons, Tippoo took the hint, and would 


not snevifica so good qn opportunity, According to his 
. r ‘e 
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evstom le drew up on the ocdfision with his own hand 
a monfo, which may still be syen in the records of the 
Tndia Touse, and which runaths follows “ What oceurs 
“tomy mind is this, to retain'the Jrenchman Ripaud as 
“a yakecl, to send two confidential poisons with this 
« Fronchman to satisfy the mind of the Trench nation, 
“ and to require Christian forces. Subject adjusted the 
“95th March 1797.” Notwithstanding the wiso protest 
of his councillors, the vessel was purchased, Ripand 
entertained in tha service, and asum of moucy advanced 
to one of his croatures, ‘who subsequently absconded 
with it, Evon 'lippoo’s confidence in Ripand’s roproscnt- 
ations was for a time shaken by this circumstance, and 
he was thrown in prisgn, But he was soon rolensod, 
commissioned to proceed to tho Mauaitius, conveying 
with him two scrvants as ambassadors from Tippoo to 
the Government of that island, with lotters, The ems _ 
bassy left Scrimgapatam in tho month of April 1707, but 
did not embark till October, in consequence of bad 
weather and a quarrel ‘vetweon the ambassadors, which 
ledsto the resignation of one and the recall of tho othor, 

Tho new ambassadots, named Hoosain Ali Khan 
and Mahomed Ibrahim had not gono far, when an alter. 
ention ensuctl betweon thgm and Ripaud, the Jattor 
persisting in his desixo to see their credentials, and the 
former refusing to let him do go, and it was terminated — 
by Ripund forvibly satisfying hia onriosity, » 

Tho ombassy reached tho Islo of Franco in January 
1798, and was recoived by the Fronch Govornor oponly 
with distinguished marks’ of respect, in spite éf thd 
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enrnest ontrenties of thelambassadors for gecrecy. Tha 
kurrectahs wore road wth all solomnity in a eouncil, 
and wore found 10 conlajn a proposal for a coalition 10 
expel tho English, To {ie great disappointment of the 
ambassadors, there was not a single soldicy available, 
and to make amends the Governor sent the directory 
at homo a duplicate ofthe Sultan’s kurreetah, deputed 
{vo offleors by names Chapins and Dubin tq reside at 
the court at Sovingapatam, and as acrowning piece of 
folly issued a proclamation, dated the 80th January 1798, 
inviting the people of the island to join the Sultan’s 
standard. ‘The result of these measures was that the 
embassy, which was intended to have conveyed an arma~ 
mont sufficient to have swept the Fnglish off the face of 
India, retwmedavith nincty-four men, the refuse of the 
Isle of France burning witha zeal for liberty gnd equal- 
ity, and an inveterate hostility to the whole race of 
Kings, and in pavticalar*to the Britieh, M. Dubin 
himself was sont in July 1798 with two Mahomedan 
envoys to the Fronch directory.” 

Bonaparte having invaded Bgypg abhont this igme, 
‘Nippoo had written to ask his assistance, which hoe 
showed a disposition to lend, but Malartie’s proclama- 
tion kindled a amo which durnt to ashes all his hopes 
and’ his powers of mischief, A copy of it published in 
one of tho Caleutts newspapers of the day, attracted the 
attention of tho then Govérnor Generad, the Marl o¢ 
Momnington, who doubted at first its authenticity, but 
wie subsequently satisfied of it Alroady in possession: 
of information of the hostile dentonstrations of the 
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Sullan, and wilh this fresh injstance before him, the 
Govorner General deemed itghigh time to strike a 
final blow against his power,fnd procecded to make 
warlike preparations with tllb, ability and dispatch 
which characterized him, The French force at Hy- 
dorabad was dismissed by a master-slroke of policy, 
and the Nizam and the Peishwa uniled in stronger 
bonds of allianco, so that in a very short timd both the 
eastern and westesn coasts were filled with British 
troops. . 

Before these events, Tippoo had preferred a claim to 
Wynaad and Aneerasoulca, two districts on the borders 
of Coorg, and had stationed his troops in the neigh- 
erage of tho latter, place. The first was coded 
after an arbitration and for the adjustmont of the claim, 
for the other tho Governor General wrote on the 14th 
June, offering to send vakcels, 

When all his plans were vipe for oxecution, the 
Governor General wrote to the Sultan on the 8th of 
November 1798, giving* expression for the first time to 
the feelings awakeyod by his late conduct in gentle and 

renutious language, informing him that certain precau. 
tions had been adopted for self-defence, offering to 
depute Major Doveton on the part of tho allics to 
explain the means by which a good undorstanding 
might be finally established, and desiring Tippoo to stato 
whon he intended io receive*him. . 

On tho 10th of December, he wrote again oalling 
the Sultan’s attontion io the above, and requesting to 
be favored with a roply ot Madvag, whithor the Boil of 
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. 
Mornington was about to proceed, as beiig nearer the =, 
scene of action. On nfo Madras on fhe Jast 

f 
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day of the month, he fumd a reply waiting for him 
dated the 25th. ‘This tter opencd with the intima- 
tion of Tippoo’s joy at the brilliant naval victory of the 
Nile over tho French, of which he had been advised by 
the Govergor General, and a wish for greater success, 
and oxplained away the embassy to the Tslerof France, « 
as boing simply the trip of a Terehntman that 
conveyed rice and Inought back somo forly artificers, 
an incident which, it was alleged, had been distorted 
by tho French, ‘The Syllan added also that he had 
nover swerved from the path of fiiendship, and could 
not sco more offectnal meastres for establishing it 
than thoso that®already oxisted. 

Tho Goyernor Cenoral replied on tlfe 9th, of 
January 1799, oxposing the whole affair of the mjssion 
to the Isle of France, which had rendgted the demand 
of further sccurity necessary, expressing a wish still to 
listen to negotiations, and allowing onc day’s timo for a 
voply, with « significant warning thaé “dangerous ton- ' 
sequences result from the delay of arduons affairs,” * 
This letter was accompanied by a copy of the manifesto 
issued by tho Ottoman Porto, declaring war against tho 
Yronch. After tho lapse of more then a month, or on 
tho 18th of ebruary 1799, tho Sullan ropliod with an 
utter disi¢gard, that ho was proccoding’ on a hunting 
excursion, and desizing that Major Doveton might be sent 
“slightly altonded” if not altogether unattended, The 
Governor General interpreted this asa contempt gnd 
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as aneffort togain time, and obese at onec the mach 
of the troops, informing the Spltan of the same, and of 
the fact of Major Goneral ILafris, the Commandor-in- 
chief and Governor of Madris, being empowered to 
listen to any proposals Tippoo might have to make, 

The invading foreo consisted of about twenty 
ono thousand men from the Madras army,,and of six 
thousand four hundred and twenty from Bombay, to- 
gether with the Nizam’s contingont of six thousand, 
with some of his own troops under the command of 
Meer Alum, 

Tippoo had at first gone fo Muddoor to oppose the 
Carnatic army, but changing his mind subsequently, 
Jeft a detachment at thet place under Poorniah and Sicd 
Sahib, and hastened in three days té Periapatam to 
meetitho* Bombay foree under General Stuart, which | 
had glready ascended into Coorg. The romantic Rajah 
of Coorg discethed on tho morning of the 6th March, 
from the summit ofa hil], a plain dotted with tents includ. 
ing a green ono, and flew ‘to the Mnglish with the news, 
and, the dawn fotlowing, saw Tippoo’s force in motion. 

The hazy atmosphere and the dense jungle serecn- 
ed its approach tiJl9 A, 14, when the British lino con. 
sisting of two battalions unday Lieut, Colonel Montresor, 
was attacked both in front and in tho rear. Tho 
small band sustained the conflict for several hours, and + 
General Stuatt coming up at last outed tho Mynorcans, 
Thoir loss on this occasion is estimated at two thousand 
mon, while that of their opponents fell short of one 
iyndred ond fifty. Two Mecr Meerams with sovoral other 
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officers of rank, wore ebuntod among tho dead, whilo 
soveral were taken prisonrrs, but Tippoo was uot detorrod 
from putting down the affair in his memorandum book 
as a great victory. \ 

General ILarris in the meantime crossed tho 
Mysore frontier unopposed, and arrived with his Loops 
on the 27th March 1799 at Malavelly, within forty 
milos of Scringapatam. loro the Mysopean army | 
oceupied some heights, from which they opened a distant 
cannonade. A general action ensucd, and although a 
portion of thom exhibited great courage, they were at 
last vanquished with the Jess of about one thousand in 
killed and wounded, S. 

Anticipating that the British army would take tho 
same route to t&o capital which had been taken in 1792, 
Tippoo had destroyed all the forage in thatedirection, 
* but Gonoral ILarris defeated his project by crossing tho 
Cfivery at Sosilley, Wfen the intelligunce of thts feat 
reached the ears of the Sultan, he assembled a coyncil 
‘of his principal officers at Bumnore. “We have,” he 
observed with great emotion, “nowearrived at or» last 
stage, what is your determination”? The universale 
roply was “'l'o die with you,” andthe meeting broke up 
bathed in tears as if convenail for tho last time? In 
accordanco with the deliberation of this assembly, tho 
Sultan hastenad to tho southern point of tho island, 
andl tool tp his position at*the village offChondgull, but 
. General Wayris again thwarted his plans, and making a 
* eirenit to tho left, safely reached the ground occupied by 
' Genoral Aborcromby in 1792, snd took up his position 
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for tho sicgo of tho capital on bho Gth Apvil, or cxaatly 

in the apace of a month {rom tho date of his crossing 

the frontier, 

Since tho year 1792, a shew line of intrenchments 
had been constructed on this side of the fort, from the 
Dowlut Bagh to tho Periapatam bridge, within six or 
sever, hundred yards from the fort, and avoided the 
fault of the redoubts in 1792, which were too distant to 
ve supported by tho guns of the fort, The Sultan’s 
infantry was now encamped between these works and 
the river, and a portion was attacked on the same even. 
ing on which tho British army dook its position, by 
Colonel Wellesley, the future hero of Waterloo, and 
Colonel Shaw. Although this firss attempt friled, suc- 
cess attended on tho following morning, and strong 
advanced. posts were established within one thousand 
and eight Iundred yards of the ford, with their left on 
the rfver and their right on Sifltanpot. 

‘The 7th of Apvil was marked by the safe artival 
of General Stuart with “his forces, notwithstanding the 
active and well gondnetcd exertions of the Mysore 

scavalry under Kummer QOoddecn Khan to chock hig 
progress. Ilo took his position on the north sido of 
the ‘fort, a 

Pippoo wrote on the Oth to General Tarris to say 
that he had firmly adhered to ircatios, and asking the 
meaning of the hostilities ; ‘ho was, in reply, referred to 
tho Governor Gencral’s letiors for explanation, 

The Biilsh armament on making fuvthor and 
further advance, taking post after post till at last it 
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yeached on the 20th a poritibd near a powdpr-mill, from. 
which the fatal discovery was mado that the *north. 
western bastion of the c was vulnerable, that the 
rocks in the bed of the viller were smooth and that foot 
passongers wore crossing with caso. A baticry of six 
gtins was quickly crectod, which breached the bastion 
with othor works, and rendered it untenable by the 
besieged. . 

Tippoo wrote again on the 20th % General Harris, 
in allusion to the one he lad reccived from the Goyernor 
General and desiring a conference, and received a reply 
on the 22nd, accompanied by the draft of a treaty ; the 
principal conditions of which jvere the cession of half 
of his romaining territorics, thes payment of two crores 
of rupees in two? instalments, and the delivery of four 
of his sons and four of his principal officers as ltostages 5 

*Tippoo considered these terms as exorbitaul aud, dis- 

dained to givo a reply Within the tweifty four hours 

‘ fixed, but wrote on the 28th, offering to depute two 

. porsons to commence a conférence, without which, he 
said, questions of such grave importance as those firo- 
posad could not ‘bo adjusted, © General [farris’ auawer 
was that as it was not intended to mako any modifica. 
tions, ambassadors wore wonccossary, and that thoy 
would not be reccived unless accompanied by the specie 
-and hostagos, and that the time allowed for an answer 
was $8 p. at the following day. . 

In the moantime tho progress of the siego opera. 
tious kept pace with the wishes of the besiegers, the 
Mysoro troops scldone disturbing the working partigs, 

; ’ 
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The English batteries commenced to play with such eflect 
that alfthe guna opposed wore silenced by the 26th, and 
the approaches were aes to two hundred and fifty 
yads, ‘The 27th was signalifed by a desperate attack 
on the Sultan’s advanced entronchmonts, defondad by 
Sicd Gaffor and Meer Gholam Iloossain, in which the 
British gained a victory, though their loss, was great, 

+ and after effecting gradually a practicable breach on the 
north-west angleDastion, they reached the odge of the 
river by tho 3rd of May, Lieut, Lalor boldly cvossed 
over the river in the night, measured tho retaiving wall, 
and returned with the information that its height was 
seven feet including twelye inches of water, and that 
there was no impedimont of any kind to the passage of 
troops. Before day-break on the mémorable 4th of 
May, the assaulting party, consisting of twa thousand 
four hundred and ninety four Juropenns, and one‘ 
thousand cight Rundyed and édighty sevon natives, under 
the command of General Baird, had taken their stand 
in the trenches with scalifig ladders and other imple. 
mofits ready. 

. The efforts of the besieged on tho other hand were 
confined to the discharge of a few shots in the air, in 
the year of Genoral Stuavtis eamp, by a party under 
Poorniah. 

At half past one in the, afternoon, Genoral Baird 
burning with"s desire to revenge the hardshtps he had 
suffered within the walls of Sexingapaiam, stepped 
forward from tho trenches, and his mon yushed at once 
into. the bed of the river, They were’ immedintely 
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assailed by musketry and rockols, but nothing could 
withstand their ardour, and in six minutes the forlorn 
hope reached the summi} of the breach, and thore 
hoisted the British flag, which proclaimed to the world 
that the fate of Mysore was decided. 

Tor fourteen days praceding, the Sultan who 
could not be convinced that tho fall of his capital was 
so near at fland, had taken his quarters in the inner 
partition of the Calala Diddy, a watersgate through the | 
outer rampart on the north face of the fort, and was 
living in as simple o fashion as possible, The gencral 
charge of the gqngle attacked, had beon committed to 
Syod Sahib, his father-in-law, assisted by Abdul Guffur, 
formerly on officer ip the British service, who was 
taken. prisoner with Colonel Brathwaite and was now 
serving Tippoo. The eldest of the princes with Poorniah 
‘commanded a corps intended to disturb the northern 
attack, and the second prince was ingcharge ofthe 
Mysore gate and the southern face of the fort, while 
Cummer Ooddoen was absent,waiching Colonel Floyd, 
Sicd Sahib had sent a message in the qmorning that jhe 
fatal hour of storming was drawing nigh. ‘lho brave 
Abdul Guifur, who was wounded carly in tho sicga, 
ropoated it,  ITe is surroupded” said this officer, “by, 
“boys and flattorers, who will not let him see with his 
“own oyes, I do not wish to survive tho result, I am 
going aboytt in soarch of donth and camnot find it,” 
Te was going us he said to “drag him to the breach 
ffand compel him to oxert himself,” when ho was killed 
‘by a gun-shot, ; é 


‘ ‘ 
122 HISTORY OF MYSORE. 


The astyologors, whom Tippoo’s fears had prompted 
him + consult, in tho hour of peril, were ocensionally 
pointing to tho 4th of May, which was a new moon, 
dg aday of danger, and th§y veponted their warning 
that morning. ‘Lo avert the impending doom and to 
propitiate IIcaven, he made various presents to Brah- 
mins and to a sunyasi at Chonapatam, solicited their 
prayers in his behalf, and went out of the palaco for the 
last time, after cOMploting tho coremonios, at about one 
o’clock without entering the zenana. IIe was mot at 
the Calala Diddy by two spiocs, who reported that 
the besiegers wore proparing to storm, but ho replied 
that he did not think it probable they would do so in’ 
the day. He thon ordered his repast and had hardly 
time to finish it, when o report avas‘mado to him of 
the actual assault. He washed his hands immodiately, 
ordered his sword and fusils, and when buckling on 
the former he fas informod fhat Sicd Guifur bad been 
Killed. Ife paid o well merited tribute to the officer 
by observing that, Sie? Guffur was never afraid to 
diey’? and ordered ono Mahomed Cassim to take his 
place, Ifo then moved to the northern rampnit and 
mounted it with five attendants, davying his fusils and 
# Glunderbuss, and by two-or throe cunuchs, and when 
within two hundred yards of the breach, fired soven or 
oight times with his own hayds at the assailanta undor 
the cover of a traverse,” and killed two or threo 
Europeans, Scoing that his mon had either fled of Jay 
dead, and that the assailants wore advancing in Brent 
numbers, he retired along thorampmt, and meeting ous 
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of his favorite horsas Mounted hin, though slightly 
wounded, and proceeded castward till he camecto tha 
gateway leading into the fort, which he entered with a 
crowd of fugitives, ( 

A deadly volley was poured into this crowded 
passage by a portion of the storming party, Tippoo 
xeoeived a second and third wound, while the faithfal 
Rajah Khah, who still clung to his master’s side, and 
his horse, were likewise hurt in theakeg. Rajah Khan 
advised him to discover himself—‘ Are you mad, be 
silent,” was the prompt reply. Ile then made an effort 
to disengago his master from his saddle, and both mas- 
ter and servant fell in the attempt on a heap of dead 
and dying. ‘Tippoo’s dther “attendants obtained 2 pa- 
lankeen and plaged Jiim in it, but he moved out of it 
somehow, While be lay with tho lower part of hig 
body buried undermeath the slain, the gold buckle of 
his belt, awakened the cujAdity of a straggling gren@dier, 
Ile attempted to wrest it and Tippoo snatching a sword, 
made an ineffectual thrust to defer him from it, but the 
gronadier lovelling his gun, shot hig in the temple, 
which terminated his earthly career in the forty scvonth « 
yeor of his ago, after areign of seventcen years and 
four months, hus closed,the Mahomodan usurpation 
of Mysore aftor a duration of forty yoara, and the 
propheey of {Lydoy that his son would lose what he had 
acquired, was fulfilled to tie lotr, 

So long ns the Sultan was present, a portion of his 
troops on the north side made offorts al rosistance, and 
his Pronch corps persevered in it for some time longer, 
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but they were soon quelled. ‘No less than cight thou. 
pond rion wore computed to have dicd on this awful 
day ; somo by tho sword, a others by a fall from the 
fort in an attompt to escape, And nearly forty thousand 
from the heginning of tho campaign, including thirty 
ono officers of rank. killod, and seventcen wounded, ‘Tho 
loss of tho victors during tho siege was twenty two 
officers killed, and forty, five wounded, together with 
threo hundred an@vight rank and filo, native and Juro- 
* penn, killed, and one thousand and forty four, wounded, 
Immediately after the assault, Gonoral Baivd 
hastened to the palace in tho hope of finding the Sultan, 
Tho inmates, including two 2 princes who were thomselves 
ignorant of his fate, solemnly dlericd his presonad, but 
the doubts of the General wore, not satisfied. Tho 
princes were assured of protection and removed undor 
military honors to tho British camp, and the palace was * 
thorouglily scar8hed with the®exception of tho zenana, 
bué all to no purpose, At last the General’s throats 
extorted from the unwilling killadar the disclosuro of 
thessecrot that the Sultan Jay wounded in tho gate, and 
here, after asoarch in tho promiscuous and ghastly heap, 
the body was discovered. It was removed to tho palace 
in @ palankeen and remained thoro during tho night. 
On the following morning it was visited by princes 
Abdul Kholik, Moizooddecn and Sultan DPadshah, 
with stoic apathy by the fuSt, and unaffected sorrow by 
the two last, and in the evoning it was consigned to its 
last place of rest, with all mililary honors, at the 
Laul Bagh by tho sido of Ilyder Ali, sanidat the lamon. : 


‘ cllaprEn x, 123 
a} : 
tations of tho inhabitants of tho enpital ; ad the solemn 
day closed with one of tho most dreadful storms that 
ever visited this part of tho country, 

Public voico ascribtd the fall of Soringapatam’to 
the porfidy of Meer Saduck, tho dewan, whose name is 
still tho opprobrious title of ingratitude and treason, 


“and the gpusequonco was that ho was killed by the 


Sultan’s troops in attempting to escapo frém the fort,” 
and his manglod corpse being subséfuontly disinterred, 
lay exposed for two weeks to all sorts of indignation at 
tho hands of the populace. 

The town suffered. plunder for a day, and at last 
salo guards having begn placed over the houses of the’ 
respectable persons, And four of*tho pluncerers oxecnied, 
the soldiory wat offsotually yostrained, and tranquillity 

rostoved, ‘his event was followed by the sferender of 

Futteh [Lpdor, the eldest of the thirteen sons of ‘Ignpoo, 
and of Poorniah, Cummer Ooddcon ‘Khan and other 
officers on the following day. . 

Tho Mysoroan troops ‘vero then disbanded, and 
the elephants, camols and‘harses, &a,, in the palace, 
disposed of with tho tid of Poorniah, Circular orders 
wero also issned by General Harris accompanied by 
commuuications from tho *Mcer Soodoor to tho officers 
in charge of tho difforont forts in the territovids, 
to deliver their chargos to tho British authoritios, and 
giving thein gonoral assurance of favar aud prateation. 
By these means the country submitted, and the ryots 
roturned to their poaceful occupations. 

Tho disposal of the conquered territories éygsged 

. : 
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attention next, and afler a satoté deliberation of the 
yavious interests involved in the question, by a commis- 
sion composed of General Harris, Colonel Wellesley, tho 
TJonorable ILonry Wellesley fj Lieut, Colonel William 
Kirkpatrick, and Lieut, Colonol Barry Closo, a just and 
humane scheme was fixed upon, It was the restoration 
of the descendant of the iajahs of M, ysore to the 
sovereignty of a part of the dominions, and the division 
of the remainder Netween the allio, The British share 
consisted of all the districts below the ghdt lying be- 
tweon their possessions on the castorn and western 
coasts, with such posts and fortresses on, tho table land 
of Mysore as commanded the passes, and the island of 
Seringapatam, To the Mizam werenssigned thedistricta 
of Gooty and Goorumcondah, borderingron the cessions 
made in 4702, together will all the country north of a 
line drawn along Chituldroog, Seorah, Nundidroog and 
Colar; and to UR Mahrattas Were allotted Marponahully, 
Soonda and Anagundy, with parts of the districts of 
Chituldroog and Bednore above the ghits, 
@The sons of Lippoo wero provided with liberal al. 
™ Jowances, and romoved fiom the sceno of their formor 
greatness to the fortress of Vellore, while the principal 
officers of the late government were divided into threo 
classes according to their respective ranks and penaioncd; 
the stipends varying ftom tlyeo thonsand to two hun. 
axed and ten’stor pagodas per annum, Meer Crummor 
Ooddeen Khan alone, on account of his pro-ominenos, 
heing assigned two jahgecrs, one from the Company 
ang| the other from Nizam, and permitted As vosido at 
Goorameonda, 
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Poorniah, who na beon tho pringjpal financial 
“ministor under the late government, having given 
satisfactory proof of his rendiness 10 servo tho new ono 
in tho same capacity, it Yas deemod advisuble to appoint 
him dowan to the young Rajah. 

All negotiations regarding the rovival of the Cto- 
vornment of Mysore wero considerately postponed till 
the departure of tho sons of the Sultay from tho, 
capitel, which took place on the 1% of June 1799, 
when thoy were opened, 


we 
z ATAPTER XI. 

Negotiations with the family of the lata Rajah— 
Instalment of Krisina Raj Wadier ai My rysor e, und the 
appointment of Poorniuhs as Dewan—reaties—Dhin- 
diah Waugh, Poorniah’s administration—The conquest 


of Igoor—Disaffection of Golonel Bell of the Artillery 
and his submission—The Dewan’s retirement and death. 
a 


The family of the ancient rajah consisted, at the 
time, of tho young Rajah Kristna Raj Wadier, aged five 
yoars, his father’s five wives, a giand-mother ninotY-six 
yours of age, the wifo of the former Kristna Raj, fifty 
eight years old, thd mo hor of Cham’ Raj, aged sixty 
years, and o mistross of Chicka Kristin? Raj, in all, ten 
persons, They had an establishment of two hundred 
and sixty nine canteroy pagodas afd five fanams per 

a 
dhaum, and the articles of food and clothing yere 
. 
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issued from tho publia atores, te. whole of their allow~ 
auee being computed io amount to only two thonsand 
six hundred and fifty five canteroy pagodas, one fauam, 
and tivo cash, per anim, ‘Thyve was also found in the 
fort of Scringapatam a maternal unclo of the vajah by 
namo Balla Raj Urs, and a descondant of the Dulvoy by 
namo Veer Kaj Urs, aged sixty, with his son, to whom 
‘Nippoo allowed one thousand seven hundred dnd twelvo 
“pagodas per annum, 

‘Cho views of the Commissioners having been proyi- 
ously explained to the family through Poornieh, tho 
Commissioners paid a visit to the Rajah, The joy of the 
family ot the generous and spontaneous offer of de- 
liverance may more easily “be invagigied than deseribed, 
The visit was repeated and the terms gvere again ox- 
pounded, and elicited similar expressions of gratitude, 
attachment and fidelity from the rance, 

The 80th of Juno was fixed upon by the Brahmin 
astrologers as the most auspicious day for the ccremony 
of installation, aud tho téwn,of Mysore, the ancient seat 
of gayernment, was selected as the place for its por. 
formance, ‘Che Rajal’s family having been sent in 
advance, and tho necessary arrangements, including 
tho onstruction of temporary sheds for tho oconsion, 

ompleted, General ITarris accompanied by the other 
fommissioners and by Mecy Alum with his son Meer’ 
Vowran, and escprtod by lis Najosty’s twelfth regiment 
and a detachment of cavalry, procecded to the old town, 
which was enliyencd as it never was before, As soon 
as the Commissionors arrived at the building, the young 


o 
« 


yOMAPTER XI. og 129 


Rajah stepped in advonied by the male portion. of his 
family, by Poorniah, and a vast concourse of people. Ile 
was veecived al tho entrance by the Commissioners, and 
lod on cithor side by Lipuicnant General Tfarvis the 
senior momber of the Commission, and: by Meer Allum 
“the reprosentative of tho Nizam, was placed by them on | 
the thedne, on which his great ancestor Chicka Daya 
Raj Wadier had sat, to the inexpressiblo joy of tho, 
Hindoos, under a yoyal salute fromatthe batterics of 
Scringapatam, and three yolleys of musketry from the 
troops present, the Commander-in-chief delivering at 
the samo time into the hands of the Rajah the seal and 
signet of the kingdom. The deportment of tho young 
prince during the ccyéifony wag highly proper, and free 
from symptomy of ,vestraint and alarm which he had 
manifested at tho first interview, 

The investiture of the Rafah was followed by the 
formal appointmont of Po6rniah as his dewan, of Colonel 
Close as the British resident, and of tho Honorable 
Coloucl Wellesley as the commander of Soringapatam. 

Partition troaties were concluged between sha 
Company and the Nizam; by which it was stipulated o 
that the former woro to take possession of tevritorics 
yiolding an amount of rovgnue of soven hundrod “nd 
seventy sovon thousand ono hundred and seventy 
cantoroy pagodas, and six and three quarter annas, 
fvom which they were to got apart twe Iocs of star 
pagodas for the maintenance of the whole of the family 
of tho late Sultan, that tho Nizam was to receive 
territories yielding six lacs and seven thousand three 

*. R 
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hundred and ,thirty two pages, whereof he was to 
allow a-porsonal jahgeer to Mocr Cummeor Ooddeon 
khan and family, to tho amount of eanteroy pagodas 
soventy thousand, and that fho Peishwa was to got 
under certain conditions, terviforics to*tho amount of 
4wo lacs and sixty threo thousand nine hundred and 
fifty seven canteroy pagodas and three and threo quarter 
fanams, thg romaining portion computed to yield an 
‘annual xovenuo of ¢hirteon lacs sevonty four thousand 
and seventy six canteroy pagodas, cight fanams, and 
one anna, boing left to constitute the revived state of 
Mysore, As the distribution was based upon the 
schedule presented by Tippoo to the allies in 1799, in 
which, as was since ascertdined by, Captain Macleod, 
the vevenues were intentionally undorrrted by nearly 
half, tho sharo of all of tho parties may without any 
error be doubled. Tho ‘frontior lines fixed by this 
trenty“were however subsequerftly amended, 

Another treaty subsidiary to the above, was con- 
cluded with the Rajah if sateen articles at Nuazerbad, 
on tke 8th of July, gnd ratified by the Governor Gonoral 
cm tho 28rd idem. The principal conditions of this 
important document wore tho reception of a British 
foreo"by his Highness for tho,defenco of his torritorios 
from extornal enemies, paying seven lacs of star 
pagodas for the same per annum, and the contribution 
in tho cvent ofthostilities, of auch pecuniary assisianco 
as may be demanded compatibly with tho moans of the 
state. Ifthe funds destined to meet the subsidy over 
failed, it was provided for by the fourth and Ath 
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atticlos of the trdaty, thet the English were to assume 
such portion of tho territorios as might be éleomad 
adequate, securing to tho Rajah an income cqual to a 
fifth of the not revonues, fosethor with asum not falling 
short of a lac of pagodas per annum, It was also 
made incumbent on the Rajah to be guided by British 
counsel in objects connected with the advancement of 
His [lighttess’ interests, the happiness of his people, and 
tho mutual welfare of both states, avd he was prohibit.” 
ed from corresponding with any forcign state, ‘or 
ontertaining any foreigner in his service without British 
smiction. 

Shortly afler this dottlement a disturbance was 
craated by wv frechogterituteed Diuindiah, alias Moolke 
Jhan Khan, whpm jhe Sultan had after o forcible cir. 
cuncision immuted in the jail at Seringapgtam, and 
who was liberated by the inconsiderate humanity of 
the English : joined by some of the disbanded silladars, 
he proceeded towards Bednore or Nugur, and betoolk 
himself to his former avocation Of yapine and murder, 
and some of tho asdphs and Kkilladars troacheroyely 
yiclded up thoiv trusts to him, , 

A light corps of cavalry and nativo infantry un- 
der tho command of Lieut, Colonel James Dalryyiplo 
moved {vom Chituldroog on one side, and another under 
Col, Stevonson from another direction, No quarter 
was allowgd lo the freebodttr, as his shogking crueltics 
disentilled him to any. 

Afver sustaining a succession of defeats, the last of 
which was inflicted gn him at Shikorpoor on the 17th 
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of August 1800, Dhtindiah esenped from the Mysore 
torritovics into those of tho Mahratias, where ho was 
atsipped ofall that ho possossed, and offectually dis. 
abled from committing furthoy dopredations. 

‘With tho administration of Poorniah a now cra 
dawned on Mysore, an ora in which the sword was con~ 
yorted inton plonghshaic, and the aris of peaco usurp. 
ed tho place of thoso of war, ‘The new abwan, who 

"was umsod in adworsily, and had spent a grent portion 
of his life in tho details of finnnee, woll knew tho inter. 
esis of the state and tho nature of his position, ‘Tho 

. task that lay before himwas ono of uncommon difficul. 
ty; © gigantic and unwieldy government had just 
crumbled to the dust, and wHET pric hat tore ronr- 
ed out of indifforent materials, apd worked under tho 
eyes of pgople who bore no friendly foolings. But tho 
ministor, supported by Céloncl Wollesley and the British 
Resi€ent, accomplished the tifsk successfully. 

The object that craved Poorniah’s attention at 
first was tho restoration of tho city of Mysore and the 
coxglruction of the Rajah’s palaco. The fort of Nuzzor- 

»bad, which Tippoo had constructed in the room of the 
old town, was now demolished in its turn, and a new 
ono-awith o pelaco built instead. Te hkowiso organized 
a new foreo, consisting of silladar horsea, barr sepoys 
and peons, aid ostablished the necessary deparlments 
of stato on an cconomical*seale, appointing to offices, 
men who had the requisilo qualifications, 

‘The rovenue of the stato was an object of Poorniah’s 
particular cavo, and no excrtion yas spared to rakko il, 
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though at the exponse of the cultivator, Tho ontstand- 
ing balances being remitted, the ancient Tlikdoo mode of 
assessment and taxation was restored, and the buttayee 
system, by which the goyernmont shared oqually with 
tho cultivators with the fodhind of the lands, was vigor- 
ously pushed on, and the government share of grain 
cither forced on tho poople at enhanced prices or stored 
in gvamaviés, and sold when prices rose, ‘The extensive 
sandal forests with which tho counry abounded, and* 
which the pride of Tippoo would not permit him to 
disposo of, wore also turned to good account, 

Shortly after his appointmont, the minister mado 
a tour through the territories, and on his way back to 
the capifaly mado ay eererats for the erection of the 
present town gf C)psopett, then a den of tigers and 
robberg, nained it*in honor of the Resident, and made it 
tho head quarteis of a portio of his troops called the 
bargoors, 

Igoor Kvistapah Nak, a poligar ruling over a 
small hilly district knowy by the ancient name of 
Bullum and the modern one of Munzerabad, situntegeon 
the borders of Canara and Coorg, threw off his allegiance 
to the Mysore stato aftor the fall of Scringapatam, and 
soconded by his son Venkgladry Naik, and assistyl by, 
hia subjects, who wore soldiers to » man, dnd still more 
by the hills and woods, successfully resisted tho efforts 
of tho Mysore ivoops to"stbduo him, fpr a poriod of 
throo or fow years. The dowan applicd for rid to 
Colonel Wellesley who marched to the place in person. 
TyoGr the capital of tho r0bel chieftain was taken by 
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assnult, and his son Vonketadey Naik captured und 
consigned fo the gallows, ‘Tho futher fod, but was 
subsequently token and ondod his days in confinement, 
Poaca was now restored ovony where, and the material 
prosperity of the country improved, so that tho ministor 
was enabled to repay tho loan he had obtained from the 
British Government to defray the expenses of the coro- 
nation of the young prinoc, and to disburse the stthsidy 
* with punetuality,, resorving at the same time a large 
surplus in tho troasury. 
Only a yoar and a half had clapsed since tho fall of 
., Seringapatam, when Goucral Welleslay wrote to Colonel 
Close, “Tho dewan undor Your dircetion scoms to 
pursue the Wises! and meetsbemqyolent' eure for the 
‘epromotion of industry and opwignec,, the protection 
*¢ of property, aud the maintonance ‘of internal tran. 
“ quillity and order ia Mysore,” ‘Tho tlurifty manage: 
mon? of Poominh procural for him through the 
instrumontality of Josiuh Webbe, Wsq., an allowancc 
of ono per cont on the yovennes in adiition to his 
say, © measure which blended tho intorest of the 
minister with tfoso of tho slate, A magnificient 
granite pillar, with o suitable inscription on the north 
of Sevingapalam, alill marks the gratiinde of Poorntah 
to tho British representative, As will bo seon by the 
sequel, this monument, widertakon for so hallowed a 
purpose, and shonorable all to the projogtor and to 
the person whoso name it commemorates, has since 
attained by a strango vicissitude of fortuno tho odious 
name of “Ranaknmbhn” or tho Roogly pillar, = * 
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Whon the Mahyatta war commenced, » pation of the 
Mysoro horse ascompaniod Colonel Wellesley under the 
command of Brishto Punt. Tho minister followeil also 
and took his quarters aty umihur, on tho confines 
of his dominions, whenco ho issucd supplies to the 
British army, The conduct of the Mysore troops and 
its governmgnt mot tho approval of the great British 
commandor, and to mark his appreciation of it, he 
procured for tho dewan a jahgeer, anc for the state the 
great boon of “the abrogation of the third articlo of the 
treaty, which imposed an indefinite amount of pecuniary 
liability in times of war, and the substitution of an 
article requiring the maintonangg of four thousand horse 
in liow, DHE Title ardPopuldtrextistiict of Yellundoor, 
yielding twelve Housind pagodas for annum, on tho 
borders of Coimbatore’ was solected as jahgeer for 
Poorniah, 

The internal improvements effected during Phe 
administration wero principally these, Besidos the 
restoration of the numerous works of irrigation, which 
had fallon into disrepair during the laig governmentpft 
bridge was newly constructed across the Civery on the 
north sido of Seringapatam, which was gracefully 
dedicated to General Wellesley, and a dam acrossthe 
‘Lutchmuntecrt with channels named after’the dewan, 
Poornn Prasunna Nulla, To, BeCUYO a supply of drinking 
‘ator to the capital a largo” reservoir wat made with 
conduits, and an expensive but ill-considered project 
for conducting the water of the Ofvery into the town 
carried out to a great, dongth, bu ultimately abandoy« 
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bunglows for Wuropeans, wore also constructed along 
the principal high roads, and avenue treos planted, 


A general, though rough, siivey was commenced | 


about the yenr 1804—5, and was completed in four 
years, and a classification and assessmont intyoduced in, 
tho two Tolooks af Mysore and Puilen ,Ashtagram, 
, which were nearest the capital, on the principle of 
limiting the domand of Govarnmant to a third of tho 
produce, ‘ ae 
Tho administration of justice was not neglooted, 
Not only was tho ancient Iindoo system of punchayot 
revived, but a court of Audawlut was cstablishod with 
two judges and six, gsstSsors, "iy algé Oty and a 
pundil, and the Europoan mode & pubishmont of erimo 
introducnd. 


To add to the bledsings of n rule under Britishd 


supbrvision, the benefits of vhccination which had boon 
ucwly imported from Murope, were extended to Mysore, 
The tranquillity’ that prevailed in Mysore was 
Mmowhat disturbed in 1809, when tho novel spectaclo 
n of a British officer turning his arms against his Go- 
vernment and its ally was seon at Soringapatam, The 
tesgt.of allegianco which #he Govornmont of Fort St, 
George cirertlated for the signaturo of its officors, and 
which produéod disnatrous consequences both at Iydor. 
abad and Vetloro, provoked Colonol Boll of tho artil- 
lery, who commanded the garrison of Soringapalam, 
to disaffection, The battorics of tho fortrcss were once 
more raounted with guns, the ygates clpsed and the 
. 
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officer commanding the division, who wag the bearer 
of the obnoxious test, confincd within the walls,? Trea- 
sure on its way to Soringapatam from the Ceded Dis- 
tricts, as well as that in fhe hands of tho paymaster, 
amounting in the aggregate to forty one thousand pa- 
goclas, was also seized, Vain wore the warnings of the 
British Resjdent the Honorable Mz, Cole, vain his at- 
tempts to secure the Colonel’s submission by, the stop- 
page of supplies to the garrison, “In this aspect of 
affairs, two COmpg ofnative infantry from Chituldroog 
were on their way to Seringapatam, and as it was of 
importance to check tho, accession of fresh strength, 
a ee of o Mysore hqrse was sent by desire of 
the Bis to in pt the approaching 
force. the ro wy of the officers in command 
haying boen met by a fire from the sepoys, the two de- 
‘tachments came intg collision, two miles north of So- 
ringapatam, near the, montment erected to the memor y 
of Mr, Webbe, and a portion of the approaching (yodps 
was cut to picces, the thin Yemnant gaining the fort. 
Tho tragedy closed on the 22nd of Aygust 1809 hyde 
surrender of the Colonel and the evacuation of thg 
fort; and tho dowan and His Tighness tho Rajah 
vecoived tho thanks of tho Covernor Congy: he 
assistance they had rendered. 

‘The prince had now, attained the aixteenth yoar 
of his age, ‘and had beon educated in a Manner, which 
according to'ITindoo notions hefitted royalty, He now 
oxhibited symptoms of impatience at tho rigid and par- 
simonious role of the minister, and oxprossed to the 
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British Resident a wish to govern for himself, Intima- 
tion was given to Poorniah by Mr, Cole of the samo, and 
the option given of taking part in the administration, 
but he preferred retirement, 48 being beat suited to his 
advanced ago, and surzqndered the seals of offico in the 
month of December 1811, with a treasury containing 
about sovonty five lacs of pagodas, besides jeyels, and all 
the dopaitments of state in an officiont condition, 

After Inying <own his powor, the minister was 
called upon to account for certain cheBwa incurred 
under his administration,‘and placod under somo res- 

straint, A portion of tho amount was refunded, and the 
balance haying been romittod ‘nt the intoreossion of the 
British Rosident, the dqueatTeparaya Modes alia 
where he received a communications fréra the Governor 
Goneral, qfforing him a pension of five hundved pagodas 

por meusem, Io did ndt however survive the loss of 4 
> his péwor long, efor he breathed bis last on tho 20th 

* Mach 1812, regrotiod by many. 
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Lhe Kafyh’s veiyn—Bright prospects—Pindarree 

war-—Cholerat—Nugur insurrection~-dssumption af the 
country— The Bajah’s allowdnces. > 


' 

The commencoment of the young princo’s roign, 
endowed asho was with good natural abilities and on 
uneyamonly generous disposition, "scemeil Jo augur a 
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: happy future fur the country, and his subjects therefore 
welcomed it with joy. a 
Peace and prosperity prevailed generally throughout 
the teritories, thovigh temporarily disturbed in the 
northern talooks by the ravages of the Pindarrces, and 
the breaking out in all its pristine virulence of cholera, 
which was yuknown before, but these causes subsidod 


ao 


quickly, * 
‘ 
In course of time, however, ‘ieomibination of cir- 
eumstonce: to, some. disorder, ‘he revenue of 


the state commenced to go down, and the arrears dus 
to servants torun high. A pressure applied by the 
fouzdar of ph gg Bs old standing arrears of revenue 
at paced ren bitin eee among the 
ryots of gat eine y name Rungapah 
Naik of Torrikerray, ee in His lighness services 
‘fomented it into a Mal vou, and volunteered to become 
the leader, To give Nf af air of consequence, a pason 
‘by name Sadur Mullay, the son of aryat, who thd 
spent his youth as a gang vobber, was set up as the 
vopresentative of the ancient housc,of the chiefgof 
Nugur, under the name of Boody Bussapah Naik, and, 
it was proclaimed that he was endeavouring to rogpM 
his right, and that tho xpst had onlisted themsrves 
wadoy his banner, Remitlance. were stoped and plun- 
L, amildars arrested and maltreated,’and some of 
ill-forts, such as Kamundroog and K&ldroog, oceu~ 
pied, 
As the flame was sproading, Ths Tighness aecom- 
panied by the Britjga@Resident, proceeded to Chenzoy- 
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patam, aplaco distant about fifty tiles fiom tho enpital, 
punished sofne of tho ring-leaders, and restorod wanquil- 
lity, whilo his troops aided byt British force penetrated 
tho jungles of Nugur, and after a short war quelled the 
yobellion, The Governor Gondral, howover, "eoncluded 
from this stato of things, that tho crisis contemplated 
in the fonrth and fifth articles of the iveaty } had arrivod, 
and vosolved upon exercising the powers contariell upon 
“him by ileso articles, Ils intention was accordingly 
notified to ITis Highness the Rajah, au Iighness 
poaccably delivered the acals of Gore itil into the 
hands of the British Resident on tho 8rd of October 
18381. 

Ilis Tlighnoss yecops omgATIwWk, £0 about 
rupees soventy thoigand por irk togother with 
the balanco of the fifth shave fae net revenue and 
a Ine of star pagoilas at the los\ of tho year, Ie 
is prw in the soyonly sscaaay of his age, anid has 

-adfpted an heir named after Mis father Cham R a 
Wadier, Tis Tighmesg is much beloved by his 
swbjects and is answorving in his attnalieant to tho 
British Government, 
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